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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1861. 


Tuaty-Sixtu Coneress, 2p Session. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- | 
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. if 
treops, under the command of the lieutenant gen- |) 
eral, and assails the conduct of that officer, the | 
Chair should, without any suggestion from the | 
floor, rise and say that the remarxs were out of | 
order, because they were personal. Tam pleased | 
that the Chair has taken occasion to explain what 


i! insme lay, that the resources of the Government 
souri will please indicate his amendment. || should be husbanded, and that we should avoid 
} 


Mr. PHELPS. 
ment to offer; 
amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I have no particular amend- | 


all expenditures that were not absolutely neces- 
I will speak upon the pending 


| sary, and that would have a tendency, if author- 
‘ized by Congress, to depress the credit of the 


| . . . 
| Government among the capitalists of the nation. 


Debate is exhausted on 





he said. I hope that the time may never come | the penging amendment. || Task, why slrould we appropriate this sun?of 
when it will be either dangerous or out of order, Mr. PHELPS. Then I suppose I can speak || money for the purpose of building seven steam 


for a Representative upon this floor to assail the 
conduct of any military chieftain. I hope the 
time will never come when, either by a call to | 
order from that chair, or at the point of the bay- 
onet, members on this floor are to be silenced 
whenever they allude to the commanding general 
of the Army. ; 

3ut, Mr. Chairman, to return to the point at 
which I was interrupted: in the midst of all these 
scenes, the gentleman from Iowa rises and re- 
minds us that, in the old countries of Europe, 
thrones are surrounded and sustained by millions | 
ofarmed men. Mr. Chairman, if every Govern- 
ment in Europe shall choose to call around it to 
sustain it powerful armed forces; if every Gov- 
ernment on this continent shall sanction the policy 


At the last session of Congress 


| on the pending Senate amendment? | sloops-of-war? ng 
The CHAIRMAN. No, sir. a proposition similar to this was offered in the 
Mr. PHELPS. Well, I move to amend the || Senate, and was there advocated by its friends. 
amendment by striking out the word ‘* seven.” It was urged that it was necessary to construct 
The CHAIRMAN. That will not be in order. || steamers of this kind in order that we might bet- 
The gentleman will have to move to amend the || ter be able to capture vessels engaged in the slave 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. trade. And yet, with a prospect of abundance of 
Mr. PHELPS. ~ money in the Treasury; with a prospect, accord- 


I desire to know if | have not 
a right to move to amend the Senate amendment? || ing to the estimates of the Secretary of the 'Treas- 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion || ury, that the revenue from customs for the fiscal 
that the gentleman from Missouri may move an || year would amount to the sum of $56,000,000, 
| this proposition only got 14 votes for it in_ the 


amendment to the pending amendment, on which 
debate is exhausted. | Senate to Wagainstit. Butatthis session of Con- 
Mr. PHELPS. Does the Chair rule that I || gress, when your Treasury is depleted, when the 
revenue from customs has largely fallen off, when 


have no right to move to amend the text sent us || re\ ; : 
by the Senate? Because some gentleman has || it is estimated that you will only receive the sum 


| 


of sustaining itself by means of a regular military 
force, I will never give up the opinion thatI new | 
entertain, that our fathers entertained, and that || 
we allentertained until a recent period, thatarmed | 
bands of mercenaries, that soldiers, commanded 
by officers in no way responsible, either to the 
people or to their Representatives, for their con- || 
duct, are 1fot suitable instruments with which to 
maintain civil liberty, and more especially in times || 
like these, when the passions of men are so much 
excited that we see even grave and patriotic and || 
sober gentlemen, like the gentleman from Iowa, 
defending the surrounding of this Capitol with | 
cannon and bayonets, by saying that even yet we | 
have not got as anany troops as the Emperor of | 
the French has to sustain him, or as the Emperor {| 
of all the Russias has to sustain that colossal des- | 
potism. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state 
to gentlemen of the committee, inasmuch as the 
remarks of the gentleman from North Carolinaand 
of the gentleman from Arkansas have, to some ex- 
tent, impugned his decision, that he did not arrest 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia until 
his entire hour was exhausted. The House had 
decided by a unanimous vote to make this bill a 





special order, which confined the debate to the || 


merits of the appropriations in the bill. The Chair 
only regrets that he had not ruled throughout 
strictly in accordance with the instructions of the 
House; but as members did not object, he allowed 
the debate to go on far beyond the order of the 
House. But at the conclusion of the gentleman’s 
hour,and as the Chair intended to extend his time 
five minutes, he reminded him of the fact that his 
remarks were not confined to the bill, and were | 
personal in their character. Of course, if general 
debate had been allowed, the Chair would not 
have interfered with the gentleman from Virginia, 
or the gentleman from North Carolina in assailing 
the lieutenant general of the Army, the Emperor 
of France, or any one else. But certainly it was | 


special order. That is what the Chair intended 
Mr. PHELPS. The rule of the House which | 
relates to personal matters only applies to mem- | 
bers of the House or of the Senate, not to mili- | 
tary or naval or other executive officers. 


‘he CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands || 


that very well; and if debate had been general, 
the Chair would have allowed gentlemen to go on 
without interruption. 

Mr. PHELPS. To whom were the gentleman’s 
remarks personal? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Linsist on the regular order 
of business being proceeded with. We do not 
want to sit here all evening. 

Mr. PHELPS, I rise to propose an amend- 
ment, and I will state in advance that I do not | 
desire to enter into the discussion that is now | 
taking place. I simply desire to state—— 


) 


The CHAIRMAN. 


‘| The CHAIRMAN, 


; (| Mr. PHELPS. 
not in order to do so on a bill which was made a || 


moved in advance of me to amend that text, am 
I therefore precluded from moving to amend it 
further? 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 


| gentleman from Virginia is not yet voted on. 
| Therefore the gentleman from Missouri may offer 


an amendment to that amendment. The com- 


| mittee is about dividing on it. 


Mr. PHELPS. Then the Chair rules that I 
have no right to move to amend the Senateamend- 
ment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair states to the 
gentleman from Missouri, that an amendment to 
the Senate amendment is already pending. 

Mr. PHELPS. Does the Chair mean to state 
that I can at no time move this amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly not, sir. The 
Chair stated that there is now an amendment 
pending to the original text. 

Mr.PHELPS. Well, anotheramendment may 
also be offered to it? 


The gentleman from Virginia moves to amend 
the original text. There certainly can be no 


| other amendment offered to the text until this 


matter is disposed of. 

Mr. PHELPS. My amendment is pro forma, 
and if I had been allowed to offer it, [ should 
| have, by this time, finished what I have to say. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire the business of the 
| committee to be conducted in the regular form. 
The Chair will entertain 
| an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 

man from Virginia. 
| Mr. PHELPS. Very well; then I propose to 
strike out the word ‘*‘seven.’’ I do not want 
_ these sloops built; and therefore I propose to 
| strike out that word. 
The CHAIRMAN. That word is not in the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. The 
| Chair would suggest that the gentleman may 
move to strike out the words “ land or.” 
Then I would be confined to 
the discussion of “land or.’? [Laughter.] 
difficulty about this matter. Let us take a vote 
| from Virginia. 
| The question was taken on Mr. Garnertr’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


Senate amendment by striking out the word 


** seven.” It is not my desire, Mr. Chairman, to | 


| discuss the question of the exercise of force. I 
have arisen to discuss the amendment sent to us 
by the Senate, and to show that it is improper for 


am ready toconcede in this argument that, if this 
appropriation were made, it will require eighteen 
months, at least, from this period of time, before 
| these vessels are finished and ready for service. I 
know that I shall touch a tender point here, when 
| I speak of economy. [have desired, as far as 








Not to the same matter. 


| of $16,000,000 from customs between the Ist of 
| January and the Ist of July, the Senate sends to 


us an amendment proposing the construction of 
seven steam sloops-of-war, and appropriating 
$1,200,000 towards their construction. Do gen- 
tlemen believe that that sum will be all that will 
be necessary to complete these vessels? 1 hold 
in my hand a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy, wherein he states that, in order to construct 
seven steam sloops-of-war of the class desired, it 
will cost $2,625,000. The letter is as follows: 


Navy DepartMent, February 20, 1861. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, i lave the 
honor to state, that the average cost of seven steam screw 
sloops-of-war, ofthe class and descriptien referred to in the 
naval appropriation bill, now before the House, would be 
about two milffon six hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 
I am, very respectfully, your ebedient servant, 
i I. TOUCEY. 
lion. Jonn Snerman, Chairman Committee of Ways and 
Means, House of Representatives. 


To that sum you will have to add the cost of 
| armament, which will be about four hundred thou- 
sand dollars additional. In other words, the ex- 











penditure for these seven sloops-of-war will be 
| about three million dollars, instead of $1,200,000. 
| L ask you whether the credit of the country is not 
| sufficiently depressed already? We are now in 


|| the market asking another loan of $8,000,000 to 


| meet the requisitions lying on the table of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury. He invites bids, that are 
| to be opened on Saturday next, for the purpose 
| of replenishing the Treasury. 
| I stated to the House ona former occasion, that 
| it would require at least $25,000,000—and more, 
| in my opinion, unless Congress is more econom- 
| ical in its appropriations—in order to meet the 
| expenditures to be incurred between this and the 
Ist of July next. I now am prepared ta state to 
you that it will require some thirty million dol- 
| lars, at the rate in which you are progressing with 
| your appropriations, beyond all the sums that 
| you will receive from the customs and from the 


|| sales of the public lands, to supply means for 
hat || Mr. SHERMAN. I think there should be no | 
to say, and what the Chair did say. 1) 


carrying on the Government up to July next. 


it ° 
j || Where is the money to come from? The actual 
first on the amendment offered by the gentleman | 


| debt of the country is now about seventy million 
| dollars. We have authorized loans, not yet ne- 
| gotiated, of about thirty-nine million dollars, and 


|| it is proposed in the tariff, bill, as it passed the 
{ now move to amend the | 


House, and in the Pacifie railroad bill, as it has 
passed the Senate, to incur an indebtedness of 
$142,090,000. We shall, at the close of this sé¢s- 
sion, if these bills shall pass, have provided for a 
national debt of $250,000,000, including, in this 





' | estimate, the present indebtedness of the country. 
this committee to concur in that amendment. I | 


| Where is the money to come from? I repeat. The 
| present tariff does not yield a revenue adequate 


| to defray the expenses of the Government, and I 


| believe the proposed tariff will yield a less sum 
| than the present tariff. We must, then, borrow 
| more money. 

| {Here the hammer fell.] 
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_armed vessels, costing $1,000,000 each, that are 


1074 


Mr. FLORENCE. I do not, as I remarked 
ponents participate in the fears which have 
seen expressed on this side of the House, that | 
the authority to build these steam sloops-of-war | 
savors of coercion; nor do I coincide with the | 
gentleman from Missouri, who has just taken his 
seat, in the opinion that this is an extraordinary 
measure. I believe | expressed the opinion be- 
fore, that the unfortunate attack which has been 
made on the Navy for two or three years past 
would result in precisely the state of things that 
now exists—the absolute dismantling of the 
American Navy. I believe that, if we are to main- 
tain this Government at ail, if it is regarded as 
worthy of maintaining, this is the time, and this 
is the manner, in which we should begin to rein- 
state a sufficient force to maintain the glory and 
the honor of our flag. 

The gentleman refers to the cost of these ves- 
sels as extravagant, involving an expenditure of 
$3,000,000 before they are completed. I presume 
they will involve an expenditure of $4,000,000 
before they are set afloat. But the gentleman 
should understand that the expenditure of that 
amount of money is an economical proceeding for 
the Government, when vessels of such light 
draught will answer the purpose of the heavy- 





now employed for certain purposes. They will 
answer the same purpose of the same number of 
vessels of heavy draught, which cost the Gov- 
ernment $7,000,000 in their construction. 

Mr.MAYNARD. Ifthegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will allow me, I would suggest the adop- | 
tion of an amendment by which these vessels shall 
all be built at the Philadelphia navy-yard. Such 
a provision would be sufficient to insure their not 
being used for purposes of war or coercion for 
the present. ene) 

Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Chairman, I have no 
idea nor fear at ali that, if the vessels are author- | 
ized to be built, at the proper time the Philadel- | 
phia navy-yard will not receive the proper con- 
sideration atthe hands of the next Administration, 
for several reasons; and in the first place, because 
the skill of the Philadelphia mechapics is so well 
known to the Government and to"the country, | 
as of itself to secure a proper consideration when 
such vessels are to be built by the Government; 
and in the second place, | have every confidence 
to believe that, aithourt 1 shall not be upon this 
floor, the able representation which that city will | 
have remaining in this House will insure a proper 
care of the interests of Philadelphia. So far as 
I am concerned, although departing from this 
Hall, although leaving these ‘‘ gay and festive 
scenes,’’ [laughter,] my attention will still be 
turned in this direction,and I shall ask those who 
continue upon this floor to take all proper care of 
the interests of Philadelphia. 

So much in reply to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee; for | am always glad to accord and to have 
accorded to the mechanics of Philadelphia credit 
and character for skill in the production of all the 
various articles of manufacture that are produced | 
in that city. 

Now, sir, I desire to say, as I was proceeding 
tosay when interrupted, that, if we intend to main- 
tain this Government at all, if we intend to main- 
tain our Navy at all, I contend that it is our duty 
to proceed at once without delay to inaugurate 
measures for reinstating the vessels of war that 
have been permitted to rot at the wharves, the 
navy-yards, and dock-yards of the country. But 
I desired more especially to urge this particular | 
appropriation as a measure of economy, and that | 
these vessels should be commenced without fur- | 
ther delay. I will also remark, that the fears | 
entertained by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Garnert,] that they are to be used for purposes | 
of coercion, for the subjugation of southern States, | 

| 


ne 





were ably and es answered by his colleague, 
{Mr. Miiison,} when he stated the fact that it 
would require eighteen months or two years to 
build the engines to be placed in them, and that 
the timber out of which they are tobe builtis some | 
of it still growing in the forest. 
I have no purpose of complaining, that for the 
past two or three sessions the House has not | 
iven credence to me when I have urged that more | 
timber should be supplied for the use of the navy- 
yards of the country. The event will show that 
there is not timber enough now on hand to con- 
struct these vessels; that more will have to be sup- | 











eee 





plied before these vessels, which are wanted for 
immediate use to protect the honor and glory of 
the American flag, can be constructed. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. QUARLES. I propose to amend the 
amendment of the Senate by inserting in the third 
line, after the word ** Navy,’’ the words ‘ at 
some of the navy-yards in the United States.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, | oppose the entire policy of 
the amendment of the Senate, and shall vote 
against it; but, if it is to be adopted, I desire that 
it shall be perfected as nearly as possible. I do 
not think that this is the time for increasing our 
Navy. Our Treasury is not in a condition, as 
stated by the gentleman from Missouri, to make 
any addition to the expenses of the Government. 
And it is particularly desirable that at this time 
no act shall be done that may be construed as 
looking to the adoption of a coercive policy upon 
the part of the Government, thereby tending to 
increase the excitement that now exists in the 
country. 

Sir, Padeti that gentlemen will look at the atti- 
tude in which we find ourselves on the incoming 
of a new Administration. There remains of the 
loan authorized in June last, not yet negotiated, 
$13,978,000. You have authorized, by the bill 
passed the present session, loans to the amount 
of $25,000,000 more. The loan bill attached to 
the Morrill tariff bill, provides for $21,000,000 in 
addition, which, with the revenues to be collected 
from customs, if the commerce of the country is 
restored—estimated, under the new tariff bill, at 
$60,000,000—will give the incoming Administra- 
tion, in the first year of its existence, the control 
of a revenue amounting in the aggregate of within 
a few thousand dollars of $120,000,000. 

Now, sir, what is the cause of this enormous 
excess over the revenues usually provided? If 
gentlemen upon the otherside administer the Gov- 
ernment, as they profess to be able to do, with 
$50,000,000, for what purpose have they Rre- 
vided the enormous excess of $70,000,000? Cer- 
tainly they do not want it to be used in a time of 
peace. Is it not wanted for war? Will not that be 
the construction the country will place upon it? 
You have provided a revenue of $70,000,000 more 
than you say is needed to carry on the Govern- 
ment. You haye not done it by my vote or by 
my assistance. You have done it against my pro- 
test; but you have done it, and I repeat, what is 
it for? 

You have eighteen thousand soldiers of the reg- 
ular Army in the field; and you have before the 
House a bill [Mr. Stanron’s] that will enable the 
President to increase the military arm of the Gov- 
ernment indefinitely. You are providing, in the 
bill now under consideration, for seven additional 
war steamers. What does this mean? Can gentle- 
men quiet the country by saying it means peace ? 
Suppose England sees France making warlike 
preparations on this grand scale: will she be in- 
duced to believe it is because France desires peace? 
Suppose Russia or Austria suddenly enters upon 
an immense increase of the military and naval 
forces: will the Powers of Europe sit quietly by 
and listen to her protestations that a means 
nothing but peace? Gentlemen upon the other 
side are astonished that members from the south- 
ern States should ask why this,immense increase 
of the Army and the Navy and of the revenues 
of the Government is necessary at this time. 

Sir, the policy which all these measures would 
indicate is wrong. If gentlemen mean to save the 
country, if they desire peace and conciliation, this 
is notthe way tobringitabout, Let me tell them 
that it is just the way to drive the border States 
out of the Union. If you had decided to drive 
them out, you could not have pursued a policy 
more directly calculated to produce that result. 

Gentlemen may hypocritically sing peans to the 
Union; they may tell us that they are willing todo 
anything to save it; but when, instead of listening 
to measures of compromise; instead of passing 
measures of concilifiion, they place in the hands 
of the President of the United States the power 
of establishing a military despotism, and also 
place in his hands a revenue of sixty or seventy 
million dollars more than is wanted to administer 
the Government, the country will know how to 
appreciate their declarations that they mean 
nothing but quiet and peace. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope most sincerely the House 
will reject this amendment of the Senatealtogether; 
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February 20, 
but, if it is to be passed, I ask that the shall, at 
least, provide that the ships to be built shal! be 
constructed in ourown country. As the amend. 
ment now stands, they may be built in any for. 
eign country. I say, if the amendment is to je 
adopted at all, 1 hope the House will accept my 
amendment requiring the vessels to be built in our 
own navy-yards, 

Mr. MORSE. I wish to say a few words as 
to the necessity which I think exists for the con. 
struction of those vessels with all reasonable djs. 
patch. I cannot understand why it is that, on the 
other side of the House, it is so generally insisted 
that this is a war measure. It appears to me that 
these gentlemen do not properly represent their 
own intelligence; for they must know it is hard| 
possible for them to have sat here two years with- 
out knowing something of the condition of this 
important arm of the public service. They know, 
then, that we have a number of small steamers 
which are nearly worn out, and will in a short 
time be totally unfit for the public service. These 
vessels must be replaced by others, or we shall 
soon be in great need of vessels of this class, and 
shall have to keep on active duty first-class frig- 
ates, which have to be sailed at three times the 
cost of these small sloops; and these are not al- 
ways suitable for the wants of the service. Then 
it is known here, or ought to be, that we have 
many sailing vessels, large and small, which ought 
to be no longer depended on for active service, 
but steamers substituted for them A survey has 
been held on these old sailing ships, and their 
conversion into war steamers recommended. But, 
sir, I venture to predict this recommendation 
never will be carried into effect. No sane Con- 
gress will ever appropriate money for such a pur- 
pose. They would have to be remodeled, rebuilt, 
and lengthened at each end; and when done will 
not be what the wants of the service require. All 
our line-of-battle ships had better be sunk than the 
experiment of trying to convert them into war 
steamers attempted. Such an experiment would, 
> my judgment, show neither economy nor wis- 

om. 

We want these new sloops-of-war to take the 
places of these sailing vessels. We can hardly 
put these ships afloat and in commission in season 
to take the place of these sailing vessels, as they 
become unfit for use, without further repairs; and 
I do not believe in either the economy or wisdom 
of spending much more upon the most of them. 

Mr. QUARLES. Does the gentleman object 
to their being built in our navy-yards? 

Mr. MORSE. I presume they will be con- 
structed there, as a matter of course, but have no 
objection to one or two of them being put out on 
contract. I do not want to amend the bill.in that 
particular or in any other, so that there may be 
ag necessity of sending it back to the Senate. 

Ir. QUARLES. [rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman is not opposing my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s point 
is well taken. 

Mr. MORSE. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, because I do not want the bill to go back 
to the Senate; and if the amendment of the gen- 
tleman be adopted, it will of necessity carry it to 
that body again for its action. 1 should very 
much like to amend the bill in two or three par- 





| ticulars, but do not think it prudent to keep it 


afloat any longer between the two branches. 
While the two great maritime Powers of Europe 
are arming to the highest capacity of their skill 
and means; while France, by the pies of the next 
month, will put three hundred rifled cannon upon 
her iron-clad, shot and shell-proof ships of war; 
and her great rival, England, is close upon her 
track, if not side by side with her, gentlemen here 
are proposing to do nothing, not even to keep up 
our present strength upon the sea. Gentlemen 
upon this floor, forgetting the necessities of the 
nation in this particular, and their nationality, 
resist our replacing old, worm-eaten, and nearly 
worn-out ships by small steamships, such as are 
barely necessary to keep up even an appearance 
of respectability as a maritime Power, because 
there is just now some political excitement in one 
portion of the Union. For my part, I} cannot 
understand why this excitement, or revolution, if 
you please, should be considered by any one & 
sufficient reason for a suppression of the powers 
of this Government for self-defense and commct- 
cial protection. I am unable to understand why 
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this excitement is a sufficient reason for shutting 








THE CONGRESSIONA 


| ments of the Senate to the Navy appropriation 


up our aarrns and not keeping our Navy on | bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


a respectable peace footing. These gentlemen ask || 


too much when they demand that a great nation, 
with its five hundred million tons of shipping 
claiming protection, shall suspend its powers until 
they are ready to permit it to go on again. 
I'am not exactly satisfied with the bill. If it 
were not for endangering tt, I would provide for 
a gradual increase and improvement of the Navy 
by authorizing the construction of three new ships 
every year, some of them to be covered with iron 
armor, and made ball and shell-proof. — We are, 
Lam very sorry to say, sir, only beginning where 
our great commercial rivals are leaving off. The 
dest intelligence from England and France war- 
rant us in the belief that it will not be two years 
before those powerful nations will have their en- 
tire fighting navies clad in iron armor, and made 
ball and shell proof ata distance of over four hun- 
dred yards. A ball from a rifle-cannon, thrown 
at a distance of four hundred yards, will not take 
effect upon these iron-clad vessels, while the same 
balls thrown from the same gun would sink any 
ship we have at a distance of five thousand yards. 
The extraordinary attention now devoted to naval 
warfare by the great maritime Powers, and the 
great perfection and strength to which they are 
advancing, demand that this small appropriation 
should be made willingly and at once, without a 
moment’s hesitation. Why is it that England 
and France are now arming at all points as they 
are doing, in the most effective manner, by the 


j 





use of rifled cannon and powerful, iron-clad war | 
steamers? England has over four hundred steam- | 


ers to our dozen or two, and upon many of them 
she is placing iron armor. 
hundred small sloops-of-war and twenty frigates, 


France has over one | 


which she is clothing in ball-proof armor. If one | 


of those frigates could take position midst our 
entire naval fleet, unless we carried her by board- 
ing and siezuré, we should have to, haul down 
our flag and surrender; for she could remain at 
such a distance as to be unaffected by our shots, 
while, under her shield of iron and with her rifled 
guns, she could in time sink our entire fleet and 
come almost harmless out of the fight. 

I have no time left me to say anything about 
the question of war. My own opinion, however, 
is that we shall have no war. I do not believe 


that all common sense, and all humanity, have | 


entirely left the American people. All this cry 


of war, which nobody designs, is for effect else- | 


where than here. The future will prove, let ex- 


southern States 


cited men here my what they will, that when the | 


longer together in 


eace and harmony, we shall 
separate in peace. 


ut, until that result is clearly, 


etermine that we can live no | 


deliberately, and decisively reached, they must | 
not interfere with the jurisdiction of this Govern- | 


ment over its own property. They must cease 


their forays upon the nation’s property, and sur- | 
render the spoils until we can proceed calmly to | 


a settlement in some manner hereafter to be 
pointed out. If they all say that they must go 
out, that we can donee longer together in peace, 
then I say, with my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Stan- 


TON,] go in peace; that the time has come when | 
there must be a peaceable separation instead of a | 


violent separation by a crue! and useless war. 
{Here the hammer feli.] 


The question was taken on Mr. Quartes’s | 


amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. SHERMAN, I presume that every mem- 


ber is now prepared to vote on this amendment | 
of the Senate; and I move, therefore, that the com- | 


mittee rise, with a view to terminating debate on 
it. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
ment, 


I desire to offer an amend- 


Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman can do that | 


when we again go into committee. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
lanation of it, It isan amendmentrecommended 
y the Navy Department. 
Mr. SHERMAN, [insist on my motion. We 
are all tired of this debate. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


So the committee rose;and the Speaker having | 


resumed the chair, Mr. Corrax reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the amend- 


But I want to make an ex- | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that all! debate in 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union on the pending Senate amendment to the 
| Navy appropriation bill be terminated within five 
| minutes after its consideration shall be resumed. 
| That willafford time for the gentleman from North 
Carolina to explain his amendment. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| The House thereupon resolved itself into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Corrax in the chair.) 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to strike out the first 
part of the amendment to, and including, the word 
| ** specified,’’ and to insert, in lieu thereof, the fol- 
lowing: 

For altering into steamships those sailing vessels which 
have been reported by a board of officers to be fit for the 
same. 

Mr. Chairman, at the last session of Congress, 
both Houses ordereda commission to be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Navy, to make a survey 


| and made its report 


have before me the report of that board. 
read an extract from it. It is as follows: 





machinery. 


utilized as proposed. 


| of war of full steam power.”’ 


|| The Secretary of the Navy, in commenting in 
his annual report upon that paper, uses the fol- 


lowing language: 


of the sailing ships of the Navy, and to report 
which ones might properly and profitably be con- 
verted into steamers. That board was appointed | 
They recommended certain 
ships-of-the-line to be converted into ae 

wil 


‘The present steam frigates of the Minnesota class, car- 
|| rying mixed batteries of eight and nine inch guns, forty in 
all, cost, on an average, $725,000 each, including the steam 
Ifthe line-of-battle ships be not converted as 
proposed, the value of the labor and materials represented 
in their present condition will be lost. We have seen that 
the cost of the converted frigates, compared with that of 
new ones of not greatly differing battery and speed, will be 
us $383,000 to $725,000; and the disparity becomes still | 
greater when there is added, as there should be, the present | 
value of the materials and labor in the old line-of-batde 
ships which cannot be estimated, in the aggregate, at less 
than $1,250,000, nearly all of which will be lost, if not 


**] concur in the measure which they propose, as, in the 





** We are therefore of opinion that, in view of the cost, | 
condition, model, and general character of the vessels after 
conversion, it is expedient to convert the above named 
line-of. battie-ships into steamers, in the manner proposed ; | 
and, we believe, they will prove to be efficient steamships 


event of war, no one of these line-of-battle ships, in the 


present state of steam navigation, could go to sea with a | 


reasonable degree of safety.” 





throughout this debate that if we authorized these | 


The board reported, as will be seen, that one of | 
these line-of-battle ships could be converted for | 
$383,000, while a frigate would cost $725,000. 
The sailing ships which itis proposed to convert, 
are, in their present condition, useless tothe Navy. 
In the present condition of the public Treasury, || 
as a measure of economy, it seems to me it would | 
be better to convert some of these old sailing ships, 
| at a cost of $383,000 each, than to build new frig- 
ates of the same class, at a cost of $725,000 each; 
and more especially, when we have heard it stated | 


} 


j 


| 


new steamers to be built there is no timber in the | 
navy-yards out of which to build them, that the | 
timber is yet to be cut and seasoned and put into 
the ships. The old sailing ships now lying use- 
less in the navy-yards could be converted without 
difficulty; and when that course meets with the 
recommendation of a board of naval officers ap- | 
pointed under the direction of Congress, and at | 
the same time by the Secretary of the Navy, I 
would like to hear some reason given why, instead 


of having these six vessels converted, they are to 


be left to rot, while this appropriation is made to 


build these new steamers. 
Mr. MILLSON. 
stands the matter altogether. 


vision of the bill, 


and not one as the alternative for the other. 


The gentleman misunder- | 
In the first place, 
there is no necessity for a specific appropriation 
toenable the Secretary of the Navy to convert these 
vessels; but he may do this under another pro- 

ic the next place, this isa dif- 
ferentclass of steamers altogether; and, in the third | 
place, the Secretary recommends both measures, 


Mr. BRANCH. According to my reading of | 
this bill, there is no appropriation made under | 
which these sailing vessels could be converted. I | 
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imagine that no Secretary of the Navy would go 
on and convert them without a specific appropri- 
ation by Congress. 

In the next place, the gentleman says they are 
of different classes; and that brings us to the very 
gist of the whole reason. The steamer frigates 
cannot get into southern harbors; and therefore, 
are useless for purposes of coercion. The new 
steamers Which it is proposed we shall authorize 
to be built, are of a draft of water limited to that 
draft which will enable them to enter southern 
harbors. The gentleman from Virginia has given 
what I imagine is the true reason for building new 
steamers at double cost, in preference to convert- 
ing the old ships you already have, and which are 
suitable for conversion, at one half the cost of 
building new ones. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Branen’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The Senate amendment was then concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That so much of an 
act entitled “ An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending 30th of June, 1855,”? approved 
August 5, 1854, as requires the naval agent at San Fran- 
cisco to discharge the duties of purser as well as of navy 
agent, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the bill and 


amendments be laid aside temporarily, so that we 
may take up the Indian appropriation bill, in or- 
der that it may be pending when we go into com- 
mittee again. 

By unanimous consent, the Indian appropria- 
tion bill was taken up. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I now move that the com- 
mittee rise, and report the Navy bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the 
committee had, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the Senate amendments to the bill of the 
House (No. 914) making appropriations for the 





naval service for the year ending June 30, 1862; 


and had directed him to report the same to the 
House, some with a concurrence, some without 
concurrence, and others as concurred in, with 
amendments; and that the committee had had un- 
der consideration the Indian appropriation bill, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union have concurred 
in all the amendments of the Senate, except two, 
and they are of an unimportant character, One 
relates to Lieutenant Gillis, and the other to a re- 
peal of a section of a law passed last winter. I 
shall therefore move, in order to avoid any fur- 
ther delay, and for the purpose of relieving my- 
self from this bill, to concur in all the Senate 
amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire a separate vote upon 
the eighteenth amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly, gentlemen can 
have a separate vote upon any amendments they 
desire. 

No objection being made, all the amendments 
of the Senate, with the exception of the eighteenth, 
were concurred in. 

The question recurred upon the eighteenth 
amendment; which was as follows: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to 
be constructed fur the United States Navy, at as early a 
day as practicable, having due regard to efficiency and 
economy, seven steam screw sloops-of-war of the second 
class, as vessels are rated in the Navy, with full steam 
power, whose greatest draught of water shall not exeeed 
fourteen feet, whieh sloops shall combine the heaviest arm 


| ament and greatest speed compatible with their character 


and tonnage; and for the purpose above specified the sum 
of $1,200,000 be, and the same ts hereby, appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question wastaken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 112, nays 38; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Al 
len, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Barr, Bingham, 
Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Co 
burn, Clark B. Cochrane, Jolin Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, 
Conway, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edger- 
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rence, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hall, | 
Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Hoard, Holman, 1 The House reassembled at seven o'clock, p. m., 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














—_ 


| stitution of the United States, or that there he 


cS of! feel 


EVENING SESSION. 








William Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, || N ; | = ae a action as will guaranty to j 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, (Mr. Hugues occupying the Chair as Speaker || the nce cor Me southern States their rights in : 
Janeane, meet it C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, || pro tempore,) and resumed the consideration of the || the Union, as ruled in the Dred Scott decision of 4g 
oe come tenets ean Sees ore | special order, being the report of the special com- | the Supreme Court of the United States; which A th 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, || Mittee of thirty-three on the present condition of |, was ordered to lie on the table. i" n 
Olin, Paliner, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, || the countr . | He also presented the proceedings of a meeting 4 re 
eee ye Robin on, Royee, Pee? tae 1} Mr. RUFFIN addressed the House for one | of citizens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, hs 
ickles, Spanuiding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens am j| ; > : : . Hi “te 1 . F | 
Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, Van Wyck, ee | His — ch will be published in the Ap- | aaa - the wet house on _ Lith of February, : s 
Verree, Wade, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elli || PENGLX | : v1, praying Congress to a opt measures for the a ul 
B. Wesbbume, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and | And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at eee ee een whieh were y Ss 
Foodrnt— 112. ordered to lie on the table. Ps 
NAYS—Mesers. Avery, Barret, Bocock, Branch, Brown, | . : & 
Bureh, Burnett, John B. Clark, Burton Craige, Jobn G. House adjourned. He also presented nt sete of a Demo- 4 u 
Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Etheridge, Garnett, John ~ cratic convention assembied at earfield, Penn- : v 
rT. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hughes, James M. Leach, IN SENATE sylvania, on the 16th of February, 1861, in favor r 
Elbert 8. Martin, Nelson, Niblack, Phelps, Quarles, Riggs, : > ° of the Crittenden or Bigler resolutions; which ‘ tl 
James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Sherman, Simms, Wil- Tuurspay, February 21, 1861. dered li h bl a 
: ~ oe ; o ; : ’ y «1, were ordered to lie on the table. ee 
liam N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Vallandig- P by th Jai He al d inl of citi re 
ham, Vance, Winslow, and Wright—38, wn y the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. Lu e also ne a or of citizens of 4 t 
So the amendment was concurred in. re roceeded to read the Journal. ey CT ne peayeng that m ‘ 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to suspend the |! Congress will forthwith adopt the proposition o t 
During the call of the roll, 


reading of the Journal. 


Mr. BARRET stated that Mr. Pryor was 
paired off with Mr. Monreomery. 

Mr. BINGHAM stated that Mr. Beare was 
absent on account of sickness, 

Mr. CURTIS stated that Mr. Vanpever, for 
the purpose of attending the peece conference, 
had paired off with Mr. Jenkins. 

Mr. DAWES stated that Mr. Train had paired 
off with Mr. Kunke.. 

Mr. CARTER stated that Mr. Foster was ab- 


eight o’clock and fifteen minutes, p. m.,) the 
| 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent. The Chair hears no objection. 


CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. BRAGG presented the credentials of Hon. 


| Tuomas L. Cuincman, elected a Senator by the 
| Legislature of the State of North Carolina, for 
| the term of six years, commencing on the 4th of 


March, 1861; which were read, and ordered to 
be filed. 


pending in the Senate, known as the Crittenden , 


compromise, with the proviso submitting it to a 
vote of the people; or some other measure of ad- 
justment of the present fearful troubles agitating 


| the country; which was ordered to lie on the table, 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Elk county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
pass the Bigler or Crittenden compromise, as they 
are fully convinced that, unless a speedy compro- 
mise is made, we are in imminent danger of a dis- 
solution of our Union: which was ordered to |i 





sent, by reason of his attendance upon the peace || PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. on the table. 

conference. : || Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the petition of He also presented the proceedings of a Demo- ’ 
Mr. BRABSON stated that he was paired off. |) H.W. Drake and six hundred others, citizens of || cratic convention assembled at Alleghany, Penn- ‘ 
Mr. DUNN stated that Mr. Enoiisn was paired || the United States, and residents of the city of | sylvania, on the 18th of February, 1861, approv- 

off with Mr, Primpie. || Milwaukee, Wisconsin, without respectto party, || ing of the compromise measures proposed by 
Mr.QUARLES stated that Mr, Maynarn was representing that they are firmly and iruvenaohiy |, Hon. Mr. Crirrenpen; which were ordered to" 

pans Ps we ne Have; that Mr. Maynarv | attached to the Constitution and laws of the Uni- ‘ 

wou lave votec no. 


| ted States as they are, and opposed to all com- | 


7 rT . . > , . - . . 
Mr. DUNN stated that Mr. Kircore was || promises with traitors, and with all men whoare || 


paired off with Mr. Leake. 
Mr. SICKLES (when his name was called) 


said: I shall vote for this measure, because | | 


believe these ships are required by the ordinary 

exigencies of the Navy, and without any refer- 

ence to its bearing upon the question of coercion. 
The result was announced as above recorded. 


Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the votes | 
by which the several amendments were agreed to; | 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
PRINTING A BILL. 
Mr. STANTON. I ask the unanimous con- 


directly or indirectly plotting the overthrow of 
the Government; and praying Congress at once 
to adopt such measures as may be necessary to 
hold and to protect the property of the Govern- 
ment, to maintain the honor of our flag, and the 
integrity of the Union; which was erdered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented the petition of R. P. Eaton, 
and one hundred and fifty others, citizens of the 
State of Wisconsin, setting forth that they believe 
that the Constitution and laws, as the 


tection which, in good faith, the free States ought 


to furnish, and that humanity and the spirit of 


now exist, | 
furnish to slaveholders all the security and pro- | 





|| lie on the table. 
1] 
| 


Mr. WADE presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, in favor of the Union, th: 


| Constitution as it is, and the enforcement of all 
| the laws; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, praying that pensions may be 
granted to the soldiers of the war of 1812, and the 
widows of those who have died or may hereafter 
die; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a petition of inhabit- 
ants of Mystic, Connecticut, opposed to any com- 
promise for the extension of slavery; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. . 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Samuel Garland and others, inhabitants and legal 





\| the age can tolerate; and asking the President of 
|| the United States to enforce all the laws of the 
| United States, and to see that the ship of State || 
t suffers no harm while the helm is in his hands; | 
and also asking of theirdelegation in Congress to | 
look well and carefully to the interests and good 


voters of Windham, Maine, representing that 
there has come to be an irreconcilable difference 
of views on the subject of slavery, its morality 
and expediency, between the free States and some 
or all of the slave States, which must be a per- 
petual and constantly increasing source of irrita- 


sent of the House to have printed the bill and 
accompanying report, which have been under 
consideration during the morning hour for-two or 
three days. In consequence of the motion to 
reject, the usual order to print was not made. 
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There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
RED RIVER RAFT. 


of the House to take up and put upon its passage 
House resolution No. 47, relative to the improve- 


ment of the Red river, which was passed at the | 
It was sent to the Senate, and there | 


last session. 
amended in an unimportant particular. 


There being no objection, the joint resolution, || 


giving the assentof Congress to certain acts passed 


‘| of the whole Union, and if any acts of Congress | 
| now in existence are found to conflict with the | 
provisions of the Constitution, then, that they see || 
| to it that those laws are so altered, amended, or 
repealed, as the cause of justice and humanity 


may require; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table. 

Mr. POWELL presented a petition of citizens | 
of Superior City, Wisconsin, praying for the | 





tion and discord; and praying Congress to take 
such measures as its wisdom may devise to refer 
to a vote of the people of the United States a prop- 
osition that any slave State which, by a fair vote 
of its citizens, shall sodecide, shall be released 
from any legal obligations to the Constitution and 
Federal Union; which was ordered to lie on the 
tabie. 

“Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition of 
five hundred and seventy-eight citizens of Jeffer- 


oi dliesibocs i 


; | 
adoption of the compromise measures proposed | 
| 


or to be passed by the Legislatures of the States | by Hon. Mr. Crivrenpex; which was ordered || son county, Illinois, praying for the adoption of 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, or any two | to lie on the table. : __ || the compromise en by him; which i 
of them, in relation to the raftof Redriver and for | Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial of cit- was ordered to lie on the table. 


other purposes, was taken up for consideration. 
The amendment of the Senate was then read 
and concurred in, as follows: 
Provided further, That the United States shall have a 


| resentatives of the border 


izens of Newport, Rhode Island, approving of | 
the compromise measures proposed by the Rep- 

tates; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of Phil- 
adelphia, praying that pensions may be granted 
to the saldhovs of the war of 1812, and the widows 
of those who ‘have died or may hereafter die; 


| rae 


right, at any time after the expiration of ten years, to take — Mr. BIGLER presented a petition of citizens | which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
——- of _ —_ be poping 20 “ ee the || of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying that pen- || Sions. : 
Meee tent ok at Se ee ee | sions may be granted to the soldiers of the war | He also presented a petition of citizens of Lib- Pa 


Mr. HINDMAN moved to reconsider the vote | of 1812, and the widows of those who have died, | 
by which the amendment was concurred in; and or may hereafter die; which was referred to the 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon Committee on Pensions. 


the table. 4 ‘| He also presented the proceedings of a meeting 
The latter motion was agreed to. ] of citizens of Elk county, Pennsylvania, held at 
The SPEAKER. The House will now take | the Military Hall, in St. Mary’s, on the 13th of 

a recess. || February, 1861, in favor of the Crittenden-Bigler | 
Mr. MOORHEAD. I move that when the | resolutions; which were ordered to lie on the 

House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at eleven | table. 

o’clock to-morrow. | He also presented a memorial of citizens of | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain |, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, praying Con- | 

that motion now. ' gress to enact the law proposed by Hon. Wit- 
And then (at five o’clock and five minutes, p. | Liam Bicrer, to submit to a vote of the people 

m.) the House took a recess until seven othoek. | the proposed Crittenden amendment to the Con- | 


— 


erty Corner, New Jersey, praying for the ado)- 
tion of the compromise measures proposed by 
him; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Michigan, in favor of the adoption of the Critten- 
den propositions as modified by the committee 0! 
the border States; which was ordered to lie on the 


table. 
RELATIONS WITH PERU. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following reso 
lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate of the United States, if not incompatible 








21 


’ 


re be 
ty to 
ts In 
On of 
rhich 


eting 
ania, 
lary, 
yr the 
Were 


emo- 
Penn- 
favor 
v h ich 


ns of 

that 
sition 
onden 
ttoa 
of ad- 
lating 
table, 
ns of 
PSS to 
s they 
npro- 
a dis- 
to lu 


emo- 
Penn- 
prov- 
d by 
] by, 
red to 


f citi- 
n, th 

of all 
table. 
tizens 
ay be 
nd the 
‘eafter 
1 Pen- 


habit- 
rcom- 
h was 


ion of 
t jegal 
r that 
rence 
rality 
‘some 
a per- 
irrita- 
» take 
y refer 
prop- 
r vote 
leased 
yn and 
nthe 


on of 
leffer- 
ion of 
which 


Phil- 
“anted 
idows 
r die; 

Pen- 


f Lib- 
adop- 
ed by 


ens of 
rjtten- 
ttee of 
on the 


reso- 
s con- 


amuni 
patible 








IE SNS a, iid se 





a 


1861. 








with the public interest, what at present are our relations | 
with une Republic of Peru. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Green in 
the chair.) If there be no further petitions and 
memorials, the next order of business will be 
reports from committees. 

‘Mr. POLK. If there is nothing else before the 
Senate, I move to take up Senate bill No. 548, for 
the relief of Joseph Clymer, of the State of Mis- | 
souri. ; : ’ 

Mr. WADE. [hope_no private bill will be | 
taken up at thistime, There is unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour of yesterday. That is 
regularly in order; and f hope the Senate will take || 
that up and finish it, and not take up private bills. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion to 
take up a private bill is in order, and it depends | 
upon the sense of the Senate whether they will | 
take it up or not. 

Mr. WADE, Linquire whether the unfinished | 
business of the morning hour of yesterday is not 
the first thing in order, and does it not require | 
that that shall be set aside before we can take up 
anything else? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Notatall. A 
motion to take up anything else is perfectly in 
order, 

Mr. WADE, [I hope it will not be taken up. 

Mr. GWIN,. I should like the Senate to take 
up a resolution which I offered the other day, to 
extend the morning hour to one o’clock. ‘That 
will enable us to get clear of a great deal of mis- 
cellaneous business, and then go on with the ap- | 
priation bills at one o’clock. 

Mr. POLK. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KING. I supposed we were to go on with 
the bill of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. GWIN. If we extend the morning hour 
to one o’clock, we shall certainly get through 
with it to-day; and then we can go* on with the 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. KING. Let the resolution lie over. | 

Mr. GWIN. It was offered some days ago. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has lain | 
over the proper time, and is now subject to the | 
order of the Senate. It will bé read. | 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That, for the residue of the session, the special 


or general orders ef the day shall not be called until one 
o'clock. | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I hope that will not be 
passed; because, if there is anything up at twelve 


i} 
o’clock any day that it is deemed advisable to | 
| 


continue, we can continue it by a vote at the time; |, 
but it will only embarrass us, at this period of 
the session, to extend the morning hour to onc | 
o’clock by a vote. 
Mr. GWIN. We have acted on all the ap- | 
propriation bills, except three. Two of these 
will come up to-day, and be acted on; the Post 
Office appropriation bill is not yet reported; and 
if the Senate will agree to this resolution, we can 
dispose of all our business before the session | 
closes, by using these two hours for general busi- 
ness, and the remainder of the day—three hours to | 
five o’clock—we can have for the appropriation || 
bills. i} 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If there isanything of im- | 
portance before us any day at twelve o’clock, we || 
can continue it just as well without passing this 
resolation. I think we had better leave the rule | 
as it is, and then at twelve o’clock we can post- 
ne the special order, if it is deemed proper to | 
0 so. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the passage of the resolution. 
Mr. BINGHAM. On taking it up. | 
_ ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator | 
is correct. The question is on taking up the reso- | 


lution just read by the Secretary, to extend the 
morning hour to one o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. IfI am in order, I desire | 
to move to take up the bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Jean A. B. Dauterive. | 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. There isamo- | 
tion pending; and until that is disposed of no other | 
motion can be received. 

Mr. WADE. 1 want to understand the order | 
of business and the ruling of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 


ator from Kentucky yield to the Senator from || 
Ohio? 


THE CONGRESSIONA 





| morning hour of yesterday, was the bill from the | 
| House of Representatives in relation to the postal | 


| over, | suppose that is the first business in order; | 
| and it requires a vote of the Senate to postpone | 


| overrules the point of order. 


| question is: ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand | 


. . ‘ ‘ 
| my understanding of the usage of the Senate as to 


| has had more experience than | have had about | 
| that matter to inform me whether there is any 
| unfinished business of the morning hour. 


|| least forty times this session, by the President of 
|| the Senate, and by temporary Chairmen repeat- | 


| beg leave to state to the Senate that during the | 


| morning hour the first thing in order is the pre- 


| hour with motions; and until that hour has been 


\| to the rule. 





| 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to have my || 
inquiry answered. | am very desirous to take up || 
the bill which was postponed yesterday on ac- 
count of my unavoidable absence. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair || 
must inform the Senator that there is a motion || 
pending; and while that motion is pending no |} 
' 

i 

i 


other motion will be in order. 
Mr. WADE. I rise to a question of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
will state his point of order. 
Mr. WADE. The unfinished business of the | 


service; and, now that petitions and reports are | 


that and take up somethingelse. I suppose that | 
is the business that naturally comes up. Am I 
right? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
Mr. WADE. I appeal from the decision of | 
the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. An appeal hav- 


ing been taken from the decision of the Chair, the | 


as the judgment of the Senate ?”’ 

Mr. BRAGG. I should like to vote understand- | 
ingly about this matter, Lt depends altogether on 
how I shall vote upon it. I should like to know | 
whether there is any rule as to unfinished busi- 
ness of the merning hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. None. 

Mr. BRAGG. [should like some Senator who | 


Mr. BIGLER. Letus have the question stated. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. It has been decided at 


edly, that the unfinished business of the morning 
hour came up as of course the next day. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 








sentation of petitions and memorials, or the mak- 
ing of motions. We have not yet exhausted that 


| 
exhausted, according to the ordinary rule, no un- | 
finished business can be called up, as matter of 
right, except on motion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. [understand that the 
bill which I propose to take up was taken up yes- 
terday morning, underaspecial order made the da 
preceding, for it to be taken up at half past eleven 
o’clock. When that hour arrived, and for five or 
ten minutes afterwards, Il wasabsent. It wastaken 
up, and on account of my absence was laid aside 
only informally, which I understand to mean 
that it does not lose its position, but when called 
up will be acted upon as the regularorder. ‘This 
business took precedence and excluded it during | 
the whole of yesterday, and now it is supposed | 
it is to take precedence again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
inform the Senator that when half past eleven | 
o’clock arrives, it will be time enough to raise 
that point. In the mean time, a motion has been 


| made, which motion is now pending. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘The way | have under- 
stood the practice—and that is the ground, I sup- 
pose, on which the appeal is taken—is that the un- 
finished business of the morning hour one day, 
comes up in the morning hour the next day. Sup- 
poes aquestion arises here on the presentation ofa 
memorial; suppose that on the first memorial that 
was presented yesterday, a question was raised 
on its reception, and the whole morning hour was 
occupied in debate on that question of reception, 
and the hour expired and it was left as the unfin- 
ished business: | should like to know if that very | 
memoriat would not come up as the first thing 
this morning, as the unfinished business of the 
morning hour yesterday ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Maine that such is undoubtedly the practice of the 
Senate; but there is no morning hour, according 





by general consent; but it does not make muc 
difference, as a majority can take up anything; 
and therefore, the Chair is right in deciding that 


L. GLOBE." 






| 
. . | 
We have been working in that wa | 
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the motion made must first be decided. If there 
is a majority for going on with the business which 


| the Senator from Ohio desires to have taken up, 
| let them vote that motion down; and then the same 


majority can take up his bill. There is no incon- 


} venience in that. 


Mr, FESSENDEN. I have always understood 
that the uniform usage controlled. 

Mr. HUNTER. The usage is as the Senator 
States. . 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The usage is preciscly as 
i stated; and it is admitted by the Senator from 
Virginia. ‘That has been the uniform usage; it 
has been decided forty times this very session, by 
the President of the Senate, that the unfinished 
business of the morning hour is the first business 
in the next morning hour. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is the practice. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Precisely. It has been 
decided that that was the practice. 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 dislike to enter into these 
discussions in respect to the order of business; for 
of all the unprofitable modes of consuming time 
in this bedy, L think that is one of the most pe- 
culiar, and is getting to be one of the most com- 
mon. I think, however, that the decision of the 
Chair is right, with one exception. The Chair, 
ata particular hour in the morning, would not 
call up anything that was the unfinished business 
of aenien in the morning hour, unless it had 
been assigned for that time. For instance, the 
unfinished business generally of the morning hour 
yesterday, the Chair would not cail up during the 
morning hour to-day, unless there was a pause 
in the business of the Senate. So long as any 
motion which can be entertained by the Chair is 
made, it is the duty of the Chair to entertain it, 
and of a majority of the Senate to dispose of it; 
but if there is a pause in the business, the Chair 
then calls up the unfinished business of the morn- 
inghour. The case put by my friend from Maine, 
I submit, is not the practice of the Senate, He 
stated a very strong case—one that I do not re- 
member to have occurred—the presentation of a 
memorial in the morning hour, and a question 
in regard to its admissibility raised, and that 
question discussed through the whole morning 
hour 

Mr. WADE. If the Senator will yield, I see 
that my appeal is going to make more trouble than 
I supposed; and if there is a diversity of opinion 
about it, | withdraw it. I thought it was the 
clearest case that ever came up, according to our 
yractice. I know I am right on the practice. 
That is all I profess to know about it; for I never 
studied the rules much, and I never wish to do so. 
Now, if the Senator will permit me, I will with- 
draw the appeal, and endeavor to get my bill up 
by awiirect vote of the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will finish the sentence that 
I was engaged in, with the leave of the Senator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By common 
consent, the Senator from Ohio can withdraw the 
appeal. 

ir. FOSTER. I will consent as soon as I have 
finished the sentence; tillthen I claim that itshall 
stand. The case put by the Senator from Maine 
was, as I have said, that of a petition being pre- 
sented in the morning hour, and a discussion on 
its admissibility, occupying the whole hour, and 
atthe expiration of that hour, other business taken 
up; and he asks then, whether that will not be the 
first business in order the next morning, as the 
unfinished business of the day before, to the ex- 
clusion of everything else. I say not. I say that 
when the Senate is opened by the Presiding Offi- 
cer the next morning, any motion will be in order, 
Any gentleman who is recognized by the Chair 
can make a motion, and the Chair will entertain 
it; and until all motions that can properly be en- 
tertained by the Chair are made and disposed of, 
the Chair will not call up that or any other busi- 
ness until the morning hour has expired, and then 
he will call up the order of the day. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. As I wish to 
make some reports, 1 move to lay the question of 
order on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is with- 
drawn; and the motion pending is the motion of 
the Senator from California to take up a resolu- 
tion indicated by him concerning the extcnsion 
of the morning hour. Does the Senator from 
California yield? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, submitted a letter of | 
Captain Humphreys, addressed to the chairman 





of the committee, relative to printing extra copies || 


of his report of the survey of the delta of the 
Mississippi; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 


| 
j 


He also, from the Committee on Public Lands, || 


to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 980) 
for the adjustment of the claims of the Puget | 
Sound Agricultural Company, under the treaty 
of 1846, with Great Britain, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
530) to provide for the payment of clerks in the 
land offices in the State of Oregon, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. A report of the acting Secre- | 
tary of the Interior, communicating, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, transcripts 
of all accounts paid for the erection of the east 
and west wings and the north front of the Patent 
Office building, and for alterations and repairs to 
the south front of the same, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
with the view of reporting on the question of | 
printing. The committee have directed me to 


report that the printing is unnecessary, in their |, 


judgment. 
The report was agreed to. 
Mr. BRIGHT. By an act of Congress at the | 
last session, the district attorney of this District 
was directed to ascertain the value of the grounds | 


within the limits of the ore extension of the || 
as performed that duty, || 


Capitol grounds. He 
and made a report—nota lengthy one—containing | 
an abstract of the title to the property within the | 
limits, together with the assessed value and ap- | 
praised value. The Committee on Public Build- | 
ings and Grounds have instructed me to report in | 
favor of printing the report. I think it is unneces- | 
sary that it should go to the Committee on Print- | 


ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Underthe rule, 
the Chair thinks it should go to the Committee 
on Printing. 

My. FITCH, I think the view of the Chair is 
erroneous. The question of printing usual num- 
bers need not go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BRIGHT.. I only propose to print the 
usual number for the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GEORGE FISHER. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the House joint 
resolution (No.51) repealing a resolution relating 
to the claim of George Fisher, late of Florida, 
deceased, approved June 1, 1860, have instruct- 
ed me to report it without amendment. In conse- 
quence of the pressing nature of this case, I ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to consider | 
it at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Green.) | 
I should like that to lie over. | 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Very well. I give notice, 
then, that either myself, or some other member of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, will move for 
the consideration of the joint resolution to-mor- 
row morning, in the morning hour, as early as 
possible. 


POSTAL SERVICE. 


Mr. WADE. I move now to take up the bill | 
in relation to the postal service—the unfinished | 
business of yesterday morning. 

a. HALE. Are not petitions and reports in | 
order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio has made a motion which is in order; 
and until that motion is disposed of, unless he 
yields the floor, nothing else can be entertained. 

Mr. WADE. I cannot yield it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I call for the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Dootittie, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harian, King, Morrill, Sew- 
ard, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—23. 

NAYS— ragg, Bright, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, 
Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, 
Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, and Sebastign—15. | 


'} 
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So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
950) in relation to the postal service, the pending 
| question being on the amendment of Mr. Fircn, 
to strike out the words * or the postal law main- 
| tained,’’ in the fifth line of the bill. 


| Mr. HUNTER. Before the bill passes, I should 


| like to say a very few words. The bill is right 
or wrong according to the sense and intention in 
which it is to be passed. If it is offered from the 
belief that the seceded States have left us, and that 
there is no obligation on us to carry the mails for 
| them, it is entirely right, for there can be no such 
obligation on us. If, on the other hand, it is the 
opinion of those who report this bill, and who will 
vote for its passage, that those States are still 
within the Union, I do not see how they are to 
escape from the obligation which is imposed upon 
Congress under the Constitution, to make the ben- 
efits of our legislation general. \ We have noright, 
if they are sull within the Union, to exclude one 
section of the country from the general benefits 
of our legislation. The powers that were given 


| tous were delegated for ‘*the common defense 
and the general welfare.’’ It is true these ex- 
| ressions are not a substantive source of power, 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


ut they define the objects for which we are to | 


use the powers thatare given. We have no right, 
without violating the spsrit of the Constitution, in 
| legislating for the country, to exclude any section 
| orany State from its just share of the general ben- 
| efits of our legislation. To test it, suppose there 
| was a proposition to exclude all the slaveholding 
States from post office facilities: would not that 
| be against the general spirit and intention of the 
Constitution? Would it not violate the very ends 
and objects for which the Constitution was made? 
| How, then, can we say, if we maintain that these 
| States are in the Union, that we will exclude them 
| from their share of its benefits? 

It is not contended that this measure is neces- 
sary in order to execute the laws, because, so far 
as {new the laws in regard to the postal routes 

are the only laws of the United States that are 
I have 
not heard of any violation of those laws, certainly 


cted in those States. 
| not of any material violation. They are observed 


observed and res 


and respected. Now, sir, the most that any man 

can maintain is, that this Government, so far as 
| the States are concerned which are within the 
| Union, has the right to enforce its laws upon in- 
| dividuals; but it has not the right to enforce its 
laws by punishing States. This Congress has 
not the right to judge that States have violated 
the Constitution, and to say to them ‘ Unless 


opinion, you shall not have your rights under the 
| Constitution; you shall not have your share of 
the general benefits of legislation.’”’ To do that 
would consolidate this Government, and make it 
supreme. If we can say, that because a State has 
not obeyed the Constitution, in our opinion, there- 
| fore we can deprive it of its share of the general 
| benefits of legislation until it does obey the Con- 
sitution, we may set up ourselves as judges of its 
acts in every respect, and proceed to punish itin 
this way whenever it departs in any degree from 
our notion of its constitutional duues. Suppose 
we were to propose to discontinue the postal ser- 
vice in those States that have passed personal lib- 
erty laws, and to provide that they should not en- 
joy the postal service or any part of the general 
| benefits of our legislation until they repealed those 
laws: surely, we should have as much right to 
punish that sort of nullification in this way, to 
say that we would punish thé States by takin 
from them their share of the benefits of genera 
legislation, as we have to punish what we con- 
ceive to be nullification in another section. Cor- 
tainly we have; but where would that lead us? 
We should annihilate all State governments; we 
should make this Government the judge and the 
censor; and the moment that this Government 
determined that the States were not discharging 
their duties under the Constitution, it would in- 
terfere, and in fact exclude them from the Union; 
secede from them, put them out. That is the 
meaning of it; that is the effect of it. 
That, Mr. President, is not all. This bill leaves 
it to the Postmaster General; it proposes to vest 
| if the Postmaster General the power of saying 
that they have violated their constitutional obli- 
gations, that they are in a state of insurrection 
and rebellion, and therefore to deny them the 











| you will act constitutionally and properly, in our | 


- TS 
benefit of the general legislation of the country 
Where is this to lead us? If a Postmaster Gen. 

eral, if the Executive of the country can sit jn 

|, judgment on the action of a State, aed thus putit 

outof the Union at his pleasure, what sort of Goy- 

! ernment have we, how many more steps are wo 

| to take in order to reach despotism? Now sir, | 

| say, that according to any theory, all that an 

| Government can do, all that this Government can 

'| do, is to enforce the execution of its laws on indj- 

|; viduals. It has no right to say that States shal} 

|| act in the way that it thinks is constitutional and 

|, proper, or else that it will deny to the States their 

rights under the Constitution. To do that, as | 

said before, would be to make this Government 

supreme and despotic; would be to annihilate the 

rights of the States. 

And, Mr. President, that is not all. Besides 
the alarming tendencies and effects of this meas- 
ure, if carried into execution, there are expres- 
sions in it which I will say do alarm me. These 
expressions in regard to insurrection and rebe|- 
lion seem to indicate that this is to be one ofa 
series of measures which, step by step and stage 
by stage, is to end in coercion by arms, until the 
South is laid prostrate and bleeding at the feet of 
| this General Government; because, if this right 
| exists, you can coerce a State and punish it b 
| taking away its rights under the Constitution, its 
| equal rights to a share of the general benefits of 

the legislation of the country; you can punish it 
by arms. And, Mr. President, to what will that 
lead us? We have been talking here of means of 
filling the Treasury, of carrying on the Govern- 
ment. There is one mode which is certain, and 
that is the reverse of the mode which the party 
coming into power seem determined to pursue. 
That would be to settle these difficulties if you 
can. Let them come upand propose something, 
if it be possible, which will bring back all those 
States into one Union. That would be the best 
thing, If thaf cannot be done, then the next best 
thing is to separate in peace. If it were known 
this day that the matter either would be settled by 
bringing all back, or else that there would bea 
peaceable separation, trade and business would 
revive, credit would be restored, and we should 
soon see the busiriess of the country resuming its 
ancient channels; and if we could not bring all 
the States back, we should be able to make some 
settlement which would give us, so far as trade, 
commerce, and credit were concerned, probably 
all the benefits which we derived from the old 
union. But, at any rate, I can see no good that 
is to be derived from coercion, from civil war; I 
can see nothing but misery, unmitigated misery, 
to every man, North and South. i believe, sir, 
that it is the duty of every man who desires to 
promote the peace, the happiness, and the pros- 
4 of this country, North and South, East and 
est, first to see if some scheme of pacification 
may not be devised which will draw them all to- 
gether again; and if he despairs of that, and 
believes it cannot be done, then provide fora 
peaceful separation of these States, so that, as far 
as commerce is concerned, we may be able to pur- 
sue and attain the great objects for which the 
Union was originally formed. 

I think, sir, that Senators had better reconsider 
this proposition. Of course, if it is their purpose 
to coerce; if they mean (although it may be at the 
expense of civil war) to try the plan of coercion 
and of forcing those States back, the sooner we 
know it the better, I admit; but would it not be 
better to pause, to take some time for considera- 
tion, before they commit themselves to a policy 
which is to Jead to such unmitigated horrors as 
this must conduct us to, should it be pursued by 
the new Government when it comes into power. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I think-the 
honorable Senator from Virginiaentirely mistakes 
the purport of this bill. So far from this being a 
measure of war upon the States which are under- 

oing—— 

: Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to correct him. I did not say that this meas- 
ure was a measure of war; but I said that | was 
afraid it was one of a series which would end in 
war. I said this was a measure, as I understood 
it, to coerce a State into what was supposed to be 
proper conduct, by denying to it its rightful share 
of the general benefits of the legislation of the 
country. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, so far from 
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this beinga measure of war, or a measure of co- 
ercion, it is a measure of peace, of pacification; 
for the provision of this bill is simply to author- 
ize the Postraaster General to suspend the ser- 
vice upon any postal route, or any part thereof, 


where, “* by reason of any insurrection or resist 


: : 
ance to the faws of the United States,’’ the mail | 


service cannot be safely performed. If, upon any || 
portion of a mail route in any State, north or | 
south, by reason of resistance to the laws, or of | 


insurrection, the service cannot be safely per- 
formed, it authorizes the Postmaster General, in 
his discretion, to suspend service upon such route, 
or any part thereof. Now, it seems to me,so far 
from provoking a collision of force, so far from 
leading to the shedding of blood, it is the best 
way to avoid it. It is, therefore, a measure of 
pacification, and not a measure of coercion. 

And now, sir, a single word in reply to the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator, [My. Hunter,] 
upon the state of the country. é 

We may, indeed, be said to be passing through 
a revolution, or an attempted revolution, In some 
of the States of this Confederacy. Lagree to that; 
and I agree in what that honorable Senator said 
in his speech the other day: 


We must face and acknowledge the true evil of the day. 
New ideas, like new forces, have entered into our system ; 
they are demanding the legitimate expression of their power, 
or they threaten to rend and destroy it in their wild and 
irregular play.” 


I acknowledge the truth, I feel the full force, of 


that declaration. It is our duty, sir, to face and 
acknowledge the true evilof the day. New ideas, 
like new forces, have, indeed, entered into our 
system, and are the cause and the occasion of that 
revolution we now witness. But what are these 
new ideas, what are these revolutionary forces, 
which are now demanding the legitimate expres- 
sion of their power, or threaten to rend or destroy 
whatever may stand in their way? I hold, sir, 
that first, and before all others, and more potent 
than all others, is this new idea, very recently 
adopted by southern gentlemen, that slavery is a 
blessing; that slavery is a divine institution; that 
slavery is the natural, normal, and best relation 
of labor to capital. I say, in the first place, that 
it isa new idea, the outgrowth of the brain of 
John C. Calhoun; but since he uttered it here, 
it has grown with a rapidity almost unexampled 
in the southern States, within the last fifteen or 
twenty years. This idea of Mr. Calhoun, that 
slavery is a blessing, was not acknowledged by 
the men of the South, any more than by the men 
of the North,twenty yearsago. The world knows 
that in the days of the Revolution, whether you 
look south or north—whether you look into the 
writings and speeches of Marion, or Oglethorpe, or 
Washington, or Madison, or Jefferson, or Henry, 
or Mason, of the South, or into the writings of 
Franklin, or Adams, or Jay, or Clinton, of the 
North, you find the same language on the subject 
of slavery. It was regarded on all hands as an 
evil, socially and politically. As late as 1832, 
within my own recollection, in the Legislature of 
the State of Virginia, her leading men held the 
same doctrine. They denounced it, in terms 
stronger than any of mine, as a moral and polit- 
ical evil, as a blight, a mildew, a cancer, certain, 
steady, and fatal in its progress. I repeat, sir, 
that the doctrine that slavery is a social and po- 
litical evil was universally received at the North, 
and with very few exceptions at the South, until 
within a very recent period. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the honorable Sen- 
ator allow me 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I shall be through di- 
rectly, and then I shall hear the honorable Sena- 
tor with great pleasure. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I merely want to ask a 
question; but if the Senator will not hear me 
_ Mr. DOOLITTLE. I shall not object to giv- 
ing a. for a simple question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The Senator states, with 
great emphasis, that Mr. Calhoun held slavery to 
bea ane or the normal condition, &c. Now, 
with some little knowledge of Mr. Calhoun’s 
opinions—— 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I yielded for a question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was going to ask the 
Senator where he gets that idea; because I declare 
to him that I never heard Mr. Calhoun express 
any such opinion. 


r. LITTLE. Mr. Calhoun, on the floor 
of the Senate, declared —— 
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| that African slavery, as it exists in the South, 








asses 
————— 





Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the Senator allow | 
me to complete my sentence, as he gives me the || 
opportunity toask him a question. I know Mr. |) 
Calhoun held—and I think he was right in that— } 
was the best condition, the normal condition, if || 
the gentleman chooses, for the negro in this coun- |, 
try. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Calhoun, on the floor || 
of the Senate, after stating that most southern } 
men once held that slavery wasa moral as well as || 
a social and political evil, declared that ‘folly and || 
delusion are gone,and we now hold that slavery || 
is the most safe and stable basis for free institu- } 
tions in the world.”’ I will not undertake to say | 
that I repeat the precise words, but I know I have | 
given you their substance; and from that day to | 
this hour, that idea uttered by John C, Calhoun— 
then feebly sustained, but gathering strength and 
momentum with every revolving year—has be- 
come that new idea, that revolutionary force which 
has entered into our system, and which is ‘* pow 
threatening to rend and destroy it in its wild and 
irregular play.” Sir, it ha@ revolutionized the 
southern mind; it has been made to enter the 
schools and the pulpit of the southern States, and 
to reverse their teachings; it has entered into their 
judicial tribunals and reversed their decrees; it 
has entered their political rostrums and their le- 
gislative halls,and changed their political creeds. 

Sir, that idea has gained such a domination in 
two thirds of the slave States, that it reigns, to- 
day, supreme, despotic, and as intolerant of oppo- 
sition as the Spanish inquisition. The honorable 
Senator from Virginia himself [Mr. Hunrer] de- 
clared, in his speech last fall, at Charlottesville, 
that when he * entered into the Federal Councils, 
which was at the commencement of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s administration, the moral and political status 
of the slavery question was very different from 
whatitnowis. Then the southern men, with but 
few exceptions, admitted slavery to be a moral 
evil, and palliated or excused it on the plea of 
necessity.’’ But, last winter, in debate, in an 
elaborate speech, he declared that, to-day, the 
**key-stone of the American arch is the black 
marble block of African slavery.’’ And his col- 
league, interrupting me in debate, asserted that in 
Virginia, to-day, the almost universal opinion now 
is, that slavery is ‘*a blessing to both races; an 
institution to be fostered and encouraged.’? What- 
ever claims to be a positive good, becomes, of ne- 
cessity, aggressive. It demands recognition, and 
to destroy everything standing in its way. 

I repeat, it is this new idea, this revolutionary 
force, which, entering into our system, threatens 
to rend and destroy the Government itself, in its 
wild and irregular play. Ten or fifteen years ago 
this idea deans that every department of this 
Government should yield to the legitimate expres- 
sion of its power, and threatened to overthrow 
whatever stood in its way. The first demand 
which it made was, that Congress should surren- 
der all power to restrict the extension of slavery 
into the Territories. It demands, in the next 
place, that the people of the Territories shall have 
no power to resist itsexpansion. It demands, in 
the third place, that the Supreme Court, by a 
decree, shall declare that it is established by the 
Constitution in every Territory of the United 
States. And now, it goes further, sir, and with 
arms in its hands, it demands a new Constitution, 
by which we shall carry the institution of slavery 
not only into the Territories acquired from Mex- 
ico, where it was prohibited by law before we 
acquired them, but new provisions by whicli we 
shall carry it into all future territory to be acquired 
south of a given line, which may embrace the 
whole of Mexico and Central America. 


| 
This new idea, this revolutionary force, de- || 


mands the expression of its power, or threatens 
to rend and destroy the best Government on earth, | 
involving, it may be, the hopes and the liberties 
of the world. And, sir, with an effrontery almost 
sublime, when, with arms in its hands, it seizes | 
our forts, fires upon our flag, takes possession of | 
our property, robs our Treasury, it claims to be | 
acting peacefully, with the most humane desire to | 
avoid collision and bloodshed; and if the Govern- | 
ment of the United States lifts its finger to defend 

its property, then the Government of the United 

States is charged with inaugurating civil war? | 
Why, Mr. President, what would be thought eT 
a man were to mect me upon the highway, put a 
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pistol to my breast, and tell me to deliver my a 
or he would shoot me down, and then should have 
the cool impudence to say, “if Ido shoot you, 

ou will be guilty of murder; and if you raise a 
hand to defend yourself, you are using coercion.” 

But, Mr. President, Udo not desire to be drawn 
into the discussion of these questions at length. 








|| So far as this bill is concerned, it takes no step 


looking towards coercion or to the employment 
of force. It is possible that the time may come— 
though I trust in God it never will—when this 
Government may be compelled to acknowledge 
the fact that the Union has been disrupted, and 
that the States which have seceded have become 
independent. This is not an act which acknowl- 
edges their independence, nor is it an act which 
looks like coercing them by arms. What we want 
is to employ peaceful means to avoid a collision, 


| to avoid the use of force, to avoid the shedding 


of blood; and for that purpose I hope that this 
bill will be permitted to pass. As to those other 
questions—as to what our relations may ulti- 
mately become towards these seceding States— 
they are matters which belong to the future, which 
I cannot predict; and which, in my judgment, no 


_human mind is capable of predicting. It rests 





| 


| of the sort in the non-slaveholding States, 
| do know that a large party maintain that insur- 


with Providence; it rests upon exigencies over 
which, perhaps, we can have no control, Let us 
wait, and let us see what the developments of 
Providence, the course of events, may be. For 
myself, I desire most earnestly to avoid the shed- 
ding of blood. I desire a peaceful solution of all 
existing difficulties; and I and trust that we 
may have a peaceful solution. Events are goin 
on very rapidly. We can hardly keep pace wit 
them. We must open our eyes to them, and see 
them as they are. Let us not deceive ourselves, 
nor suffer ourselves to be deceived, as to that 
great idea which underlies what is transpiring in 
our own day. 

I hope, Mr. President, that this bill may pe per- 
mitted to pass without raising the question of 
forcible coercion of any of the States of the Union. 

Mr. HUNTER. Before I proceed to answer 
the Senator in regard to the bill, I will set him 
right with reference to the quotation from myself. 
I said that when I first entered public life, man 
southern men believed that slavery was a politi- 
cal evil—I speak from memory—I could not have 
said a sbecal anit, because they did not believe it 
was wrong to hold slaves; but a political evil. 
However, that is a small matter. 

I rise, sir, to express my gratification at the tone 
of remarks, in one respect, of the Senator from 
Wisconsin. I am glad to hear that he does not 
consider this as a measure of coercion, and that 
he does hope there may be some peaceable ad- 
justment of this question, even if it should be 
found impossible to recall the seceded States. It 
certainly was not my purpose to commit any man 
or any party to the policy of coercion. It will 
be time enough when they commit themselves, 
and I shall be sorry enough to hear of it when 
they do so. Iam very glad to take the disclaimer; 
but it was very natural that I should suppose that 
this was meant, because, if the whole design was 
to enable the Postmaster General to discontinue 
routes which were intercepted, where it was im- 
practicable to carry the mail, I believe he has that 
power now. He can discontinue now; and it 
seemed to me that the only object in such a bill was 
to direct it towards the seceding States. The lan- 
guage is, “on any post route, by reason of an 
insurrection or resistance to the laws of the Uni- 
ted States.”” We know they apprehend nothing 
We 


rection and resistance exist in the seceded States. 

As I said before, this bill is good or bad, ac- 
cording to the end for which it is passed. I ad- 
mit, with the view I take of the relations of these 
States, they have gone out of the Union, and 
there is no obligation on us to carry their mails 
for them, and I do not think we ought to do it; 
but what I wished to enforce, so far as I was able 
to do so, was that, if we admitted that they were 
in the Union, we had no right to deny them their 
share of the general benefits of our legislation; 
that whatever power this Government had must 
extend to the individuals in the execution of the 
laws, not to the coercion of States by denying 


| them their share of the general benefits of our 


legislation under the Constitution. I still think, 


if the bill has no further object than that expressed 
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b the Senator from Wisconsin, there is no use 
1) its passage; for the Postmaster General can 
discontinue routes now, if it only means those 
isolated routes, where, owing to any apprehended 


insurrection or resistance, the mails cannot be | 


carried, [ presume, though, that that matter 
must before long become a subject of arrange- 
ment. I do not doubt that those States will make 
arrangements for carrying the mails. I do not 
doubt that it will become necessary to make 
some arrangement with them in order, at least, to 


to them, as we provide between the United States 
and Canada. We shall have to keep up some 
kind of mail communication and connection with 
them; and it would seem to me to be better to post- 
pone the arrangement—we certainly cannot make 
it now—until the opportunity offers. But as I 
said before, if this bill has no other object than 
that expressed by the Senator from Wisconsin, it 


is unnecessary. 
Mr. POWELL. 
of this Lill, for the reason that it substitutes the 
will of the Postmaster General for the laws of this 
land. If Ll understand it, whenever the Postmas- 


ter General shall believe that, by reason of insur- | 


it people ! 


rection or resistance to the laws of the United | 


States, the mailycannot be safely carried on any 
route, or that mail matter may be violated before 
it reaches the party to whom it is addressed, he 
is to have a right to arrest the mail service upon 
thatiine. In my judgment, it obliterates every- 
thing like State rights. Many of the States of 


this Union have passed laws preventing the dis- | 


tribution within their limits of incendiary docu- 
ments, sucn as the Helper book and others that 
incite our slaves to insurrection. Many of these 
documents advise that our wells and our food be 


poisoned, and the throats of our women and chil- | 
We have laws in those | 
States preventing the distribution of such books | 


dren cut by our slaves. 


ordocuments. But pass this bill; and if you have 
a Postmaster General who thinks that such in- 


cendiary documents should be distributed, he can || 


stop the postal service if any postmaster in a slave- | 


holding State shall, in obedience to the laws of | 


his own State, decline to distribute such incen- 


} 


diary pamphlets; and, in my judgment, that is | 
one of the main objects of the getters-up of this | 


bill; for L have heard much complaint from the 
other side of the Chamber about these laws in the 
slaveholding States. 


Sir, it is proposed here to clothe the Postmas- | 


ter General with power equal to that held by the 
autocrat of all the Russias. It is proposed to 
place his will above the laws of Congress, above 
the constitutional rights of the people. You de- 
cree an absolute despotism, so far as the will of 
this man to exercise power, touching your postal 
arrangements, is concerned. It is astonishing to 
me that gentlemen, who properly appreciate ‘hu- 
man liberty, should ever think of clothing one of 
the head clerks of the President, as Mr. Randolph 
used to call them, with such unlimited power. I 
have been taught to believe that rational liberty 
alone existed and was maintained where the laws 
were supreme. 
craven despotism whenever you make the will of 
a man superior to the Jaw of the land. I would 
not vote to clothe an 
with such power, 

every officer of the Government, from the most 
petty constable to the President of the United 


States, subject to the Constitution and the lawsof | 


the country; and, Senators, when you inaugurate 
any other policy, you decree yourselves to sla- 
very, and infamous submission to the will of a 
head clerk, or the head man of a Department. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I wish to 
say a word or two upon the subject before the 
Senate. The Senators on the other side of the 
Chamber do not seem to agree atall. One of them 
—the Senator from Virginia—says that the Post- 
master General now has all the power conferred 
by this bill. He is followed by the Senator from 
entucky, who sees in it an enormous grant of 
eye ich is to destroy the liberties of the 
ople. 
" r. HUNTER. I said that he had all the 
power now which was designed to be conferred, 
according to what the Senator from Wisconsin 
said, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I misunderstood 
the Senator, The drift of his argument was, that 


You have the most absolute and | 


officer of this Government | 
would have the action of | 








it was unnecessary, and that the real gist of the | 
matter was in the description of the occasion for 
the bill. The honorable Senator from Kentucky | 
is alarmed lest this enormous grant of power to | 
stop the mail service in a particular place, where 
it is obstructed, should destroy the ener the 
Well, sir, upon my word, thisisecarry- | 
ing fear to & Most enormous extent. 


| man at the head of the Department to regulate it, 


I am opposed to the passage || 


p Jaws; and here is a bill brought into Congress 
provide as well for the rest of the States in regard |) 


and to expend our money according to existing | 


authorizing him, when he finds that the laws 


_ cannot be carried out, mercly to suspend their 
| operation, instead of trying to carry them out— | 


expending our panty to no purpose, and getting 
ourselves into difficulty. And that is to destroy 
the liberties of the people! We on this side of | 
the Chamber are appealed to to be very careful 
how we grant such enormous powers! The 
power of stopping the mail service where you can- | 
not execute it would not seem to be very danger- | 
ous to the liberties of the people. I think the 
honorable Senator fyom Kentucky has been draw- 


ing upon his imagination to a most remarkable 


Sir, what is this bill, and what is the real secret 
that lies at the bottom of this opposition? If the 
power exists now, it certainly can do no harm to 


| grant it over again, so far as the exercise of it is 
concerned, If it does not exist now, the question 


| is, Whether it is necessary. 


| him of the pressure which would otherwise be 
upon his conscience, under bis oath to enforce the 





sion is lawful and has been carried into effect. 
They are perfeetly willing to agree to this prop- || 
osition if we will acknowledge that; and gentle- |, 


| that, it shall be a simple measure by which the 
/ matter shall be suspended until Congress, at least, 


_ rectly at his elbow, that it is horrible and danger- 


It is stated to bea 
doubtful question whether it does exist; and then 
comes up the question of necessity. Weare about 
to adjourn; there will be along period when Con- 
gress will not be in session; and in the mean time 
much may be done either for,good or evil. The 
question is, whether it shall be left in doubt. Now, | 
here is a simple proposition. If the Postmaster | 
General finds that, in a certain locality, from in- 
surrection or any other cause, the service cannot 
be executed, what follows in ordinary times? It 
follows, as suggested the other day by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] that the Pres- 
ident is bound to execute the laws, and use force 
to do it, if necessary, if it is part of the country 
over which the Government has jurisdiction, or 
is understood to have jurisdiction, Then, this 
is—what? A measure to enforce the laws? Not 
at all; but merely to suspend their operation; to 
relieve the President of the necessity; to relieve 


laws at all hazards; and to say, instead of doing 


come together and try to do something in regard 
to it. Itismost eminently a measure of peace, for 
avoiding coercion, and avoiding difficulty, as it is 
described to be; and yet we find opposition from 
gentlemen on the other side. One Senator says the 
power is unndecessary; and another, sitting di- 


ous to the liberties of the people. Now, whom 


| of this kind coming from that side of the C 


We have a || 


| 
| 
| 
extent. 
| 
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| this side of the Chamber. I remarked yesterday 
with all sincerity, whemthis proposition was read 
at the Secretary’s desk, that it struck me 


, as a 
measure of peace. I was glad to see a me 


asure 


1 
. ee ham. 
ber. There may be something in the Hhraseology 


that had better be changed. 1 think it would [je 
wiser tochange it. ‘Those words about insuryec. 
mn or rebellion had better probably be stricken 
our 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The words are, ‘ regis. 
ance to the laws.’’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. And “‘insurrection.”’ I think 
the y had better be stricken out, so thatit will read 
** if, im any case, the laws cannot be executed,” 
and soon, It does not do any good to use terms 
that irritate; and probably a great many of the 
objections to the measure are taken to those words. 
I do not desire to use words that are harsh and 
irritating on one side, and [ will not use words 
that recognize the lawfulness of the doctrine of 
secession on the other. 

Then, sir, the proposition is simply this: to 
, authorize the Postmaster General to suspend the 
mails in cases where they cannot be carried and 
delivered in peace and in safety. From that sim- 
ple proposition, the Senator from Virginia dis- 
| covers an attempt to take the mail facilities away 
| from the seceding States, an attempt to keep up 

a system of taxation and of burden, while it de- 
prives them of the benefit of the Government; 
and he asks, why not apply it to the States in 
which personal liberty bills have been enacted as 
well as to the seceding States? Sir, it does apply 
alike to States having personal liberty bills and 
| to seceding States, to loyal States, and to every 
| State in the Union; to every route where the mails 
, cannot be carried and delivered peacefully and 
| safely. The Senator from Virginia is entirely 
mistaken in supposing that this resolution has for 
| its object the stopping of the mails in the seceding 
| States. Sir, it does not give the power to the 
| Postmaster General to stop them any where, ex- 
cept on condition that the carrying of the mails 
is obstructed. So long as they are not obstructed, 
so long as there is no resistanee, this resolution 
does not give power to suspend the mails any- 
where; and, from this resolution, the inference is 
clear that it would be the duty of the Department 
to have the mails carried in the seceding States, 
where there was no objection and no opposition. 
Then, what is the fair construction of the reso- 
lution? ‘That in these States, where this dis- 
turbance now exists, the mails shall be carried 
| wherever there is no opposition to it; but wherever 
| the people are opposed to having the mails, and 
| obstruct them, there, in order to avoid collision 
, and hostilities, the Postmaster may suspend the 
| mails. 
| Sir, I think this is a wise measure. [ think it 
| 
' 

' 





_has for its object the removal of causes of irrita- 
tion that might lead to collision and bloodshed; 
| and I am sorry and amazed to find opposition to 


are we to follow with reference to this matter? | it from this (the Democratic) side of the Cham- 
‘ 


Whom are we to believe? Which ground are we 
to act upon? 

Sir, what is the secret of all this? The secret 
is found in the proposition of the Senator from 
Texas, [Mr. eter et Gentlemen want us 
to acknowledge, and to force us to an acknowl- 
edgment, on this side of the Chamber, that seces- 


men here, acting as Senators of the United States, 


ber, unless it be to some of the language. I admit 
| that the language is unnecessarily harsh. We do 
| not expect by this resolution to require men on 
/one side to recognize the doctrine of secession, 
_ nor to require men on the other side expressly to 
deny it, when it is nota proposition that is in- 
| volved in the pending question. The simple ques- 
| tion is, shall we relieve the President from the 
necessity of carrying the mails under the existing 
difficulties where the carrying of them will lead 





wish to compel the Congress of the United States 
to make that acknowledgment before they will | 
even pass a measure of peace, before they will | 
even allow the President to suspend the operation | 
and the enforcement of the laws. It seems, from | 
their action, they would rather force the Presi- | 
dent into the use of force than pass a measure 
of this sort without compelling this side of the 
Chamber and Congress to consent and assent to 
the idea that secession is of itself proper and con- 
stitutional, and has been carried into effect, and 
that we have no right to interfere. They will 
not let us have a measure of peace, unless we 
shall give up our opinionson this subject. That 
is simply the truth about it; and the question is, 
whether it is to be carried out, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I do not know 
whether to be mostamazed or amused at the turn 
that has been given to this debate, especially upon | 


| to collision, and perhaps to bloodshed? I would 
| rather suspend them in all such cases. 
| The Senator from North Carolina Mr. Bracc] 
asks me, by a side remark, how are we to dott’ 
| My answer is: if, in any State, the inhabitants 
| are hostile to the carrying of the mails, and resist 
the transportation of them, perhaps seize the 
mails, and the Postmaster General is bound to 
keep up carrying them on those routes, it inevil- 
ably leads to collision; and Lam reminded that 
that is what has already been done in Texas. 
do not know whether that is the case or not. 
have seen the telegraphic dispatches in the news- 
rs that the mails had been seized in Texas: 
r, LATHAM. The Department has official 
information on the subject. ; 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Califor- 
nia says the Post Office Department has official 
information on that subject, Now, sir, if it be 
true that the inhabitants upon that line will not 
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allow the mails to be carried in peace and safety, 
| would rather withdraw the mails than senda 
force to protect their transportation, and thus 
produce a collision that might extend to the whole 
Union. I think the case cited in Texas 1s one in 
point, showing the necessity and wisdom of this 
resolution. é' ; 
Mr.GREEN. Willthe Senator letmeask him 
a question? It is simply this: how can a force 
be sent there except as a posse, and on the requi- 
sition of a lawful officer of the Federal Govern- 


ment, to execute the law, when there is no officer | 


e there that will ask for any such foree? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Of course, it was not neces- 


sary for the Senator to remind me that military | 


force could not be used in this country except as 
a posse; for I attempted to instruct him and the 
Senate on that question some time ago. ; 

M:. GREEN. I asked the Senator a question 
which L expected him to answer. 1 ¢ 
him forhis instructions. I have better instructors. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator has better 
instructors, he should have applied to them for the 
information, instead of questioning me. [Laugh- 
ter. 

q r.GREEN._ I wanted to expose the absurd- 
ity of the Little Giant. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope the Senator will be 
successful, and that he will not expose himself 
more than hedoes me. [Laughterin the galleries. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bieier in 
the chair.) Order in the galleries! 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have now a word or two 
to say to the Senator from Wisconsin. He has 
discovered the cause of all our trouble. It isa 
new idea, he says—the idea that slavery is a 
blessing—that has been ingrafted into our system, 
and become a political force that is now moving 


I did not ask | 





'| to break up this Union, under pretense of preserv- 
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'ingit. In my opinion, there are as many disunion- 


| South, men who have reasoned themselves into 


| the States of the Union on the other. 
you avoid that result? 


this whole Government and bringing it to destruc- | 


tion. 


that itisacurse. I do not think the existence in 
men’s brains, or the mere utterance by men’s lips, 


I suppose the idea has existed in some lo- | 
calities a very long time—so long as not now to | 
be new—that slavery is a blessing, and in others || 


of such an idea would have disturbed the peace | 


and harmony of this country, if there had been | 


no attempt to ingraft it on the policy of the Gov- 
ernment. 
dividual opinions of men for or against slavery; 
they arise out of the attempt to use the Federal 
Government for the purpose of imposing their 
opinions upon other people. 


Our troubles do not arise from the in- | 


The Senator has | 


quoted Mr. Madison and Mr. Jefferson as hold- | 
ing the opinion thatslavery was unwise, perhaps | 


unjust, and wrong in itself. He might have 
added, and should have added, that while those 
eminent statesmen held those opinions, they also 
held that it was unsafe, dangerous, and revolu- 
tionary to attempt to use the Federal Government 
to contrel the slavery question. 

I have no objection to the opinion of the Sen- 


ator from Wisconsin upon the subject of slavery, 


if he will confine his action on that subject within 
pancss thatare fully justified by the Constitution. 

have no objection to the Senator from Virginia 
having his opinions on that subject as acitizen of 
Virginia; but I deny that this Federal Govern- 
ment has any right to interfere with the question 
either way; and our difficulties arise from the 
attempt by the power of the Federal Government 
to decide the moral and religious aspects of the 
slavery question. So long as you keep this ques- 
tion in Congress as a legitimate subject of Fed- 
eral action, you will have this same conflict rally- 
ing the South and the North to hostile collision; 
and the irritation must inevitably lead to a disrup- 
tion of the Government. I repeat, sir, not for the 
first time—it is a truth which cannot be repeated 
too often—that if we expect to preserve peace in 
this country, if we hope to maintain this Union, 
we must drive the slaver 
gress, and so amend the Constitution, if we can- 
not agree upon its true construction, as to render 
it out of order for any Senator to propose either 
to establish or to aboliah ; to protect or toexclude, 
slavery anywhere. 


‘The Senator has made great professions of de- | 


votionto this Union; but he is violently hostile to 
any mode that will restore peace and reunite the 
States of the Union. Sir, I must say, in all frank- 
ness, that I regard no man as friendly to this 
Union who is unwilling to enter upen such a sys- 
tem of pacification an compromise as will pre- 
serve it. In my opinion, there is a deliberate plot 





question out of Con- | 


| traced solely to the attempt of the Fedegal Gov- 





| topic, and men will get into public life in conse- 


_ and pursue that line of policy which leads directly 


ists on this floor and on the floor of the other 
branch of Congress, from the North as from the 


the belief that it is wiser and better to drive the 
sections into collision, to force disunion, and to 
getup a war, to have blood shed, and render 
reunion impossible, and then make a treaty of | 
peace. I hope I am mistaken in this. I have too 
much respect for the intelligence of the Senators 
to believe for one moment that they hope to pre- 
serve this Union by military force. They know 
that the use of military force, producing collision 
and bloodshed, must result in a civil war between 
fifteen States on one side, and the remainder of 
How can 
You must do onc of two 
things. Either settle the difficulty amicably, or 
by the sword. An amicable settlement is a per- || 
petuation of the Union. The use of the sword 
is war, disunion, and separation, now and forever. 

How, then, can aman bea friend of the Union 


and inevitably to war? Does the honorable Sen- 
ator not know that war must have an end some 
time, and that the end of war will be peace, not 
by reunion, but by arecognition of independence 
and eternal separation—peace andamity by treaty, 
but not fraternal feeling as brethren? I desire to 
avoid bloodshed. If we ean preserve peace and 
avoid civil war, I believe the Union may be main- 
tained. It is only to be done by such an adjust- 
ment of our difficulties as will remove the causes 
that have produced them, and prevent their re- 
currence. If it be true, that the causes are to be 


ernment to interfere with the question of slavery, | 
the remedy is to deprive the Federal Government 
of such power. This could be done in various 
ways. The Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN,] who deserves, as he is receiving, the 
thanks of every Union-loving manin America for 
his patriotic efforts, has brought forward a propo- | 
sition by which this question can be taken out of 

Congress forever. Other Senators have brought 
forward propositions that willaccomplish the same 
result in a different manner. It matters not asto 
the form ofthe proposition, if we can take the sla- 
very question out of Congress, and deprive Con- 


| compromise of 1820; in New Mexico and 


what it now is. Then the southern men thetnselves, with 
but few exceptions, admitted slavery to be a moral evil, and 
palliated or excused it, on the plea of necessity.’’ 


Now what I have to say in relation to that is 
this: that since that period, since Mr, Van Buren’s 
administfation, this new idea, new at the South 
as wellas at the North, that slavery is « blessing, 
and no longer either a-moral or political evil, has 
grown up;and it has been the growth of that idea 
which has produced all the present trouble in 


' relation to the Government of the United States. 


This new idea, by demanding the legitimate ex- 
pression of its power in the Government of the 
United States, and in all its departments, is just 
what has produced the whole difficulty. 

In 1852 we had peace. The slavery question 
was settled, and settled by law; in all the terri- 
tory of the United States narth of 36° 30’ by the 

Ttah 
by the compromise of 1850, But, sir, this new 
idea, that slavery is a blessing, came here to the 
Federal Government and demanded expansion 
for slavery into the free Territories of the United 
States. It demanded first, the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise; and it was done. The Seha- 
tor from Illinois is the man whose hand was raised 
to strike down that compromise which had given 
peace for thirty years. It demanded, after that 
was repealed, the subjugation of Kansas; and it 
was done. Then, sir, when the Lecompton con- 
stitution was formed, though reeking with per- 
jury and fraud, and though voted down by ten 
| thousand majority of the people of Kansas, this 
same new idea demanded that Kansas should be 
forced into the Union under that constitution, and 
| in violation of the will of that people. That idea 
| is still here pressing new demands; and what does 
itask now? Mr. President, it now demands a new 
Constitution; it demands that the Constitution of 
our fathers, which was made, and made perfect on 


|| this question, shall give way to new provisions to 


| subject free Territories to the institution ofslavery. 

Mr. GREEN. I gave way for one idea; not 
for a speech. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I say, Mr. President, that 
this is the new idea which 1s producing all this 
trouble now. If we wish to ate peace, let us 
cherish the ideas of our fathers, the ideas of your 
fathers as well as of ours; ay, your own ideas but 
a few years ago. 


Mr. GREEN. I must claim my right. Really 





cress of all power to legislate upon the subject. 
hen, candidates for office will have to talk shout 
something else than negroesand slavery. Then, 
we shall have time to discuss and to examine com- 
mercial and other questions that affect the mate- 
rial interests of the country; but so long as the 
slavery question is kept in Congress, that will 
be the most exciting, and hence the controlling 





quence of their opinions in regard to it. So it is | 
now. The most ultra men get here from both 
sections of the Union, and moderate men, north 
and south, are cut down; the most violent, the 
most reckless, the most unscrupulous, take the 
place of the moderate and conservatives simply 
ecause they are not restrained by constitutional 
guarantees, 

Mr. President, I did not intend to go into the 
discussion of this question, and should not have 
done so, if the Senator from Wisconsin had not 
brought it before the Senate in connection with 
this bill. I hope the bill will be amended by 
striking out the offensive words, and then adopted 
as a peace measure; but if it is necessary to dis- 
cuss the question of force, let us wait until the 
force bills come up, and then meet it plainly and 
unequivocally, when we know that the measure | 
means what we apprehend it does. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Will the Senator from 
Missouri allow me to say one word in reply to 
the Senator from Illinois? 

Mr. GREEN. Certainly. 


Mr.DOOLITTLE. The Senator from Illinois 
seemed to think that I was entirely in error in 
stating that this was a new idea which had lately | 
taken cerersien of the southern mind. Upon 
that subject, I will quote the language of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] 


which he last fall used in his Charloitseville speech. 
He said: 





** When I first entered the Federal Councils, which was at 
the commencement of Mr. Van Buren’s administrauion, the 
moral status of the slavery question was very differentirom | 


I did not give way for a speech, but for one idea. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Well, I desire to elaborate 
the idea, that the Senator from Missouri may 
fully understand it. [Laughter.] I say it now 
demands a new provision in the Constitution 
which shall carry slavery into Territories thatare 
free. Lappeal to the Senator from Illinois: are 
not the Territories which were acquired from 
Mexico made free by the law of Mexico; and 
were they not free before and at the time we ac- 
quired them? Now, when you ask fora provision 
in the Constitution which is to carry slavery into 
Territories already free, you ask for a new pro- 
vision, not to secure the rights you now have, 
but to obtain rights which it does not give. You 
do not ask to stand on the Constitution as it is; 
on the Constitution as our fathers made it. You 
ask new guarantees, new provisions. if you will 
come back to the old, if you will adopt the ideas 
of your fathers, we shall have peace. Let us 
stand by the Constitution as it was made. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish the Senator would let 
me explain the extract in reference to myself. I 
want it to go with his remarks. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Very yell, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I admit Pear the extract is 
true; but what I meant to say before was, that I 
had never asserted that anybody in the South 
thought it was asin to hold slaves. Many did 
believe it was a moral and political evil. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to say a word to the 
Senator from Wisconsin who has just arraigned 
me. 
| Mr. WADE. Sir, I do not rise to make a 
| speech. -When I go in for a war speech or a 
| peace speech, I want to have a measure up that 
will warrant it; and I have risen now not to make 
a speech, but to implore the friends of this bill, 
who really want it to pass, not to drag in and 
about it all the controverted questions that are up 
atthe present time. Sir, if gentlemen would read 
this bii—— 




















it 


a a a a 


aa tees 


sa a oe ee a 


ae ee = 


ee 


ra 


tes 


rise 


é 


ae “A 













THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. February 2], 


1082 
<tc ipelpearonasa=s==negeoaomeesteneasyeoeueapegeeryratpeenetpaiaannemednpeanenenaeesameemneneaaane aE eaama atest ceatandenen temaeaaatemee —2:wOOFVkNl SS SS™®=. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Let me move to take up || party, or dreamed of doing so, until he was beaten } after if any gentleman yielded the floor, he could 
| 
| 





an appropriation bill. in that Democratic convention for Congress, and || notresume it; he must yield it entirely and uncon. 
Mr. WADE. Has the time come? then deserted to the enemy and became aconvert, |! ditionally. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no time about || and in six weeks got his seat in the Senate,I | Mr.GREEN. I am talking about what the 
it. It is no use to continue this bill now, for we || think I can afford to pass over what he said on || custom of the Senate has been. 


cannot get a vote to-day. ; || that point. || ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair feels 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Youcan,as soonasI have || Mr.GREEN. Mr. President—— } it due to state that the Senator from Missouri got 

ae a few words in reply to the Senator from | Mr. DOOLITTLE. As the gentleman from || the floor; and when the gentleman to whom he 
isconsin. 


_ _ || Illinois is speaking of a matter that concerns me || yielded for an interruption got through his re. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If there can be any kind || personally, I desire to say a word. || marks, the Senator from Missouri was not in his 


of certainty that we shall have the vote as soon || Mr. GREEN. I have yielded fora long while. || place; and then the Senator from Ohio addresseq 


as the Senator concludes his reply, I shall wait. | Mr. DOOLITTLE. But on this question, || the Chair, and the Chair recognized the Senator 
Mr. WADE. I will give way in a moment, if } which concerns me personally, I have a right to || from Ohio. 

the Senator from Maine wishes to make his mo- Th ee ‘|| Mr. GREEN. I wasin my place; but having 8 

tion. r.GREEN. Very well. been willing to yield to the Senator from I)linois 
Mr. GREEN. I have the floor myself. Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will say to the honor- || to rejoin, and to the Senator from Virginia to ex- 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know how the || able Senator from Illinois, that it is true I aided || plain, things went on in the manner they did. | 

Senator from Missouri can have the floor, unless || in the election of Mr. Pierce to the Presidency. || five taken the floor for the purpose of making q 

he occupies it all the while other people are speak- || I went before the people of Wisconsin, and asked || correction. I asked the Senator from Illinois q 

ing. them to support him on the express ground that || question, for the purpose of calling his attention 
Mr. WADE. I claim that I have the floor. || the slavery question was settled—settled by the || to the existing law, and he saw proper to play off 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pork in || compromise of 1820, as to the territory north of 





| with a witticism, rather than to answer it as a 

the chair.) The Senator from Ohio is now en- || 36030’, and by the compromise of 1850, as to New || statesman. 

titled to the floor. Mexico and Utah. I was elected to the bench of || _ It is said here that this is a measure of peace, 
Mr. WADE. Much has been said about this || the first circuit court of Wisconsin in 1852; and || If so—if it be a measure of peace—it must be be- 

bill and the States to which itapplies. It hasbeen || while I was on the bench, the proposition to re- || cause it will prevent a collision that might take 

argued as if it applied to certain seceding States, || peal the Missouri compromise was made, first, I || place without it. What collision, I ask, can take 

Ifgentlemen, instead of arguing in that way, would | believe, by Mr. Dixon, of Kentucky, and then || place without the passage of this bill? It was 


read the bill, they would find that it applied no 
more to those Siates than to any others. It ap- 
plies to all alike. It appre to any State where 


| adopted by the Senator from Illinois, in bringing || stated yesterday that insurrection and rebellion 
| forward the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Being upon || might exist in a State, and thus obstruct the pas- 
| the bench, I was not engaged, as a matter of || sage of the mail; and that the Postmaster General 


the mails are obstructed, or are about to be ob- || course, in political action. As to the statement || and the President would be bound to suppress 
structed, or where the revenues arising from post- || that I was a candidate for nomination before a || them. I then answered from the Federal Consti- 
ages cannot be collected. There is a dispatch in || Democratic convention in 1856, it is an entire || tution, under which we are acting, and to which 
a paper before me, showing that in Texas, aState || mistake. ‘The gentleman is under an entire mis- || we owe allegiance, and to whose support we have 
that I believe has not really technically seceded 1] apprehension; he is entirely misinformed. sworn, that in no case of insurrection or rebellion 
yet, they have arrested the mailagents and stopped || Mr. DOUGLAS. If lam misinformed, I should || in a State can the Federal Government, by its Ex- 
the mails. Would it be proper for the Postmas- || like,to le corrected. I was informed in Wiscon- || ecutive or any other authority, interpose, unless 
ter General to go on with the mails there, not- || sin, by a great many men, this year, that the Sen- || the interposition is called for by.the State itself; 
withstanding that act? and shall he send down an || ator was a candidate before a Democratic conven- || and hence this proposition cannot prevent collis- 
army to protect the mails there, and thus bring || tion, I think about September, 1856, and was a |} ion, for there is no danger of collision. If insur- 
on war? I do not wish to elaborate this idea; but || supporter of Mr. Buchanan until after he was || rection exists in South Carolina, you cannot send 
if there is any measure on earth that is a peace || defeated in that convention. Federal troops to suppress that insurrection, un- 
measure, it is this. The bill ought to be passed. Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is not so. less either the Governor, or, if the Legislature be 
1 do not want to hear argumont on our pe that Mr. DOUGLAS. I am very glad to be cor- || in session, the legislative power, calls upon the 


is all, . || rected, because I have heard it very often. Executive tointerpose by sending Federal troops. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 








I have but a word to say in Mr. DOOLITTLE. The gentleman is very |} That is the Constitution, and no law of Congress 
reply to the Senator from Wisconsin, whobrought || much mistaken. I yill state to him, if he desires || can change it. It is imperative; and it is as bind- 
up his bill of indictment against a large number || to know, precisely the time when I gave my ad- || ing as the law of the Medes and Persians. Inno 
of persons, and then concentrated it all on myself. || hesion to Mr. Frémont. When the House of || case affecting the execution of the laws in a State, 
He tells us that this new idea which he has dis- || Representatives was struggling to putdown what || can the Exccutive interpose, except with the aid 
covered originated about fifteen years ago, and || was denominated the border-ruffian code in Kan- || of a process of the court. If there be no judge, 
has been gradually increasing from that day to || sas, and the Senate stood here opposing the action | no judicial proceedings, no marshal, and no war- 
this. The new idea is, that slavery is a blessing. || of that House, I stated to my friends in Wiscon- | rant in the hands of the marshal, there can be no 
He says that, prior to the period which he men- || sin, that if the Democratic Senate, the friends of || call—no fact which will justify the President in 
tions, the contrary had been the prevailing opin- || Mr. Buchanan, should insist upon enforcing that |} making use either of the militia or of Federal 
ion; but that this new doctrine has increased, and || code in Kansas, I could not act with any party || troops. Hence, it is not a measure of peace, for 
increased within the last few years, until now it || that would sustain it; for it had been enacted by 
has become the general opinion in many of the || men who were not elected by ero nee cag of Kan- 


States that slavery isa blessing. Let me inquire || sas, but by those who had invaded their soil, and || be some cause for it; but what can produce that 


of him whether, according to his own statement, |) taken possession of their Territory. That was || collision? Can the Postmaster General or the 
this idea did not originate just about the time that 


g | the occasion of my entering into the political field || President undertake to suppress insurrection and 
the anti-slavery agitation began? During the || at all. I had not said a word on politics for three || rebellion in any State under existing laws? They 





there is no danger of collision. If there were 
danger of collision without this, then there would 





whole period of the anti-slavery agitation, we'are || years Soa and desired not to do so, until || cannot. The Constitution does not allow it; the 
told that opinions favorable to slavery have in- || compelled to do so by a sense of indignation at || laws of the land do not allow it; and if there was 
creased every year in proportion as the agitation || what I deemed a greatoutrage. I will say tothe || a law that did allow it, it would be unconstitu- 
against it was kept up. The Senator ought to || honorable Senator, also, that if he supposes I ever || tional, because it would conflict with the Consti- 
reflect. If the only result of the anti-slavery agi- || favored his project to repeal the Missouri com- || tution. Hence, therefore, there can be no danger 
tation at.the North, and the attempt to control || promise, he is utterly mistaken; for I stated then, || of collision; and it is a pretense, as | think, to 
slavery y the Federal Government, has been to || what I have seen verified since, that if the Dem- || smuggle in a measure of a different character. 
increase the opinion that slavery is a blessing, and || ocratic party of the United States did disturb that Before I take my seat, | will send to the Secre- 
to make converts to the slavery cause, you had || compromise, it would be utterly demoralized and || tary’s desk, to be read, an amendment which I 
better quit the agitation. You Lave done a great || ruined. intend to propose. If the object here is to punish 
deal of very bad preaching, if the only effect has Mr. DOUGLAS. I have only to say, in reply || States because of any interruption of the mail and 
been to male converts against you in those States || to the Senator, that his denial that he was a can- || postal laws, I wish to punish them in a like de- 
where alone slavery exists, and where they have || didate for nomination in 1856 before a Democratic || gree for violating another law. I propose this 
the power to contgel it. It is a confession that || convention is to me conclusive. I had heard it || amendment. It is not in order to receive it now; 
shows that your whole agitation is wrong; that || from so many respectable men in Wisconsin, who || but I merely wish to have it read, and give notice 
you have injured the cause you profess to be de- || claimed to have been delegates in the convention, || that 1 shall move it, and desire to have a vote 
voted to, and have shemart | the feeling in favor || and to know all the facts they were talking about, || upon it: 
of slavery at the South, while you may have in- || that I supposed it was true. As he has denied it, And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
creased the feeling against it at the North. Thus, || I withdraw all that I said upon that subject, and || be directed to suspend mail service on all routes passing 
the result of your own action has been to create an || am very glad to be corrected. pee, oe! = State —— woes = —— 
antagonism by which the North and the South Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, it has been the tt ec ek ene ee 
are brought into collision, and the peace of the ordinar custom of the Senate, in the short space If our intention is to withhold mail facilities 
Union destroyed. of time I have had the honor of a seat here, that || because there is some obstruction to the postal 

Sir, I shall not go into the discussion of the old || when a Senator gets the floor, he may yield for : : os 

; ; ; law, I intend to see whether you will mete out 

story about the Nebraska bill. [nasmuch as that || little explanations; but to have four or five long || the same measure of justice for violations of other 
Senator was with me when I brought it forward; || speeches interjected, and then my right to the floor || },ws more important in their character, and the 
inasmuch as I understand that he belonged to the || denied, is a little more, I think, than has been the || Vi oiations of Lintbeg ane mane a rous to the 
Democratic party for a long time afterwards; in- || custom of the Senate. peace of the country ange 
asmuch as, if I am correctly informed, he was a Mr. FESSENDEN. Allow me to saya word : 
candidate for Congress before a Democratic con- || to the Senator. The President of the Senate de- MISSION OF PEACE FROM VIRGINIA. 


vention in 1856, and never joined the Republican || cided the other day, and gave notice, that here- || The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxx in 
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the chair.) It is the duty of the Chair to call the 
attention of the Senate to the special order fixed 
for this hour, which is a motion to print addi- 
tional copies of the President’s message commu- | 
nicating a series of resolutions adopted by the 
Legislature of Virginia, havin in view a peace- 
able settlement of the difficulties which now | 
threaten the Union; and on that question the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Winsoy] is entitled | 
to the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the further 
consideration of that subject be postponed toa 
future day that may be satisfactory to gentle- 
men. ¢ 

Several Senators. This evening. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If it is the wish of Sen- | 
ators, I will say seven o’clock this evening, in 
order to take up the miscellaneous eereeere 
bill. I understand the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
Lane} will make no objection to that. 

Mr. WILSON, I have the floor on this sub- 
ject; but by the arrangement made last night, I 
have yielded it to the Senator from Oregon; and 
the whole matter is now before the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 will simply state, in re- 
gard to that, that the arrangement made last night 
was between theSenator from Massachusetts and 
the Senator from Oregon, so that if this subject 
came up, the Senator from Oregon would now be 


entitled to the floor; but he has very kindly said | 


to me that if I desired to bring up an appropriation 
bill this morning, he would not stand in the way; 
and,of course, on the strength of that declaration, 
I made the motion to postpone. 

Mr. LANE. Iam very willing that the sub- 


I trust the Senator from Massachusetts will ex- 
tend to me the courtesy of the floor. 

Mr. WILSON, If the Senate postpone this 
question until seven o’clock this evening, I hope 
it is understood that the Senator from Oregon first 
has the floor upon it. I yield it to him. 

Mr. LANE. If it would suit the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and other Senators as well, to 
postpone it unul Monday, it would be quite as 
convenient to me. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the Senator will 
not object to postponing the subject to this even- 
ing; so that, if he does not choose to take the floor, 
the Senator from Massachusetts may. He is per- 
fectly willing to go on this evening. 

Mr. WILSON. I will go on then, if the Sen- 


ator does not choose to do so. 





NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
| House had concurred in the amendments of the 
, Senate to the bill of the House (No. 914) making 
| appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1862. 


RAFT OF RED RIVER. | 


| 

The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in the amendmentof the Senate to 
| the joint resolution (H.R. No. 43) giving the || 
| assent of Congress to certain acts passed, or to be 
passed, by the Legislatures of the States of Ark- 

| ansas, Louisiana, and Texas, or any two of them, 

| in relation to the raft of Red river, and for other 


| 


| purposes. 








i} 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


| The message further announced that the House 
| had ordered to be printed, on the QIst instant, a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the contingent expenses of the War 
Department—ordered at twelve o’clock and twelve 


i} minutes. 


| BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


| The message further announced that the Presi- 
| dent of the United States had approved and signed, 
| on the 13th instant, the following bill and joint 
| resolution: , 
An act (H. R. No. 545) granting a pension to 
| Gregory Patti; and 
| A joint resolution (H. R. No. 57) for the ben- 
| efit of Duvall & Brothers. 

Also, that the President had approved and 
signed, on the 18th instant, the following bills: 

An act (H. R. No. 554) to extend the right of 
appeal from decisions of circuit courts to the 
Supreme Court of the United States; 

Aa act (H. R. No. 841) making further pro- 
visions in relation to consolidated offices; and 
| An act (H. R. No. 623) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Cowing. 
| _Also, that the President had approved and 
| 
| 





| signed, on the 19th instant, the following bills 
| and joint resolution: 

An act (H. R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies 
|| in the appropriations for the service for the fiscal 
|| year ending June 30, 1861; 
|| An act (H.R. No. 892) making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive,and judicial expenses 


of June, 1862; and 





Mr. FESSENDEN. That being the under- 
standing, | make the motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject until this evening 
at seven o'clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, that will be considered as the sense of 
the Senate. The Chair hears no objection. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. HARLAN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to submit the following resolution; 
and I hope it will be considered now: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and probable cost 
of constructing a steamboat canal from Lake Michigan to 
the navigable waters of [linois river; and what additional 
appropriations are necessary to remove the obstructions in 
the Mississippi river atthe Des Moines and Rock river rap- 
ids ; and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The fesolution was considered by unanimous 
consent; and agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I havea memorial on that 
identical subject; and I should like to present it 
now, if there be no objection, and have it referred 
to the seme committee. It is a petition of George 
S. Rumsey and others, citizens of the United 
States, mostly residing at Chicago, Illinois, ask- 
ing that the channel between the head waters of 
Lake Michigan and the Illinois river may be so 
opened or deepened that vessels and steamboats 
trading on the Mississippi river and its branches, 
may be able to pass clirtee h it; alluding to the 
difficulties of the times; oat asking Congress to 
take steps to make steamboat navigation between 
the Mississippi river and its branches and the 

lakes for the benefit of the commerce of the west- 
ern country, and not to have it dependent upon 
the lower Mississippi. I ask that it be referred 
to the same committee—the Committee on Com- 
merce—to which the resoluticn offered by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa was referred. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 
1 of the Government, for the year ending the 30th 
| 


A joint resolution (H.R. No. 5) authorizing | 
|| the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
revise and adjust the account of John Randolph 


Clay, United States minister to Peru. 


ZNROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bill and joint 
resolutions; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 914) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1862; 

A joint resolution (S, No. 49) repealing the 





A joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) giving the 
assent of Congress to certain acts passed, or to be 
passed, by the Legislatures of the States of Ark- 
ansas, Louisiana, and Texas, or any two of them, 
in relation to the raft of Red river, and for other 
purposes, 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BRIGHT obtained the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I had not yielded it. I 
was about to move to take up the miscellaneous 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I shall make no objection, of 
course, to that motion, and I shall not object to 

, taking up the bill the Senator refers to; but I give 
| notice that when it comes up before the Senate, 
| as the business of the Senate, I shall move to pro- 
| ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir; we will try 
that question. I renew my motion to take up the 
| ene bill I have indicated. 
he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


| relief of William De Groot; and 
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in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 895) para eerpeaprin- 
tions for sundry civil expenses of the Government 
for the year ending 30th of June, 1882. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I now move to suspend the 


prior order of business, for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of executive business; 
and on that motion I ask for the Peas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senate will not 
go into executive session. It is very important 
to get through with business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
not debatable. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, 
Crittenden, Douglas, Fitch, Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Nun- 
ter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Rice, Sebastian, Thomson, and Wigtall—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale Harlan, King, Morrill, 
Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, and Wilson—26. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. On this question, 
the yeas are, 26 and the nays 26. The Senate 
being equally divided, the Chair will determine 
the question in the affirmative. 

The Senate thereupon proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business; and after two and 
a half hours spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened. 





SAMUEL 8. GREEN. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 514) for the relief of Samuel 8S. Green, 
have instructed me to report it back and recom- 
mend its passage. The bill was explained the 
other da by the Senator from Maine; and | then 
promised that if the committee, on investigation, 
found it to be right, we would recommend its im- 
mediate passage. I ask for its present consider- 
ation. 

There being no objection, the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. Why is Congress called on 
to remit these fines? That is usually done at the 
Department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. For the reason that it 
was a case under Mr. Campbell, and as he would 
not remit them, his successor would not; although 
it is so very strong a case that it seems astonish- 
ing to everybody that he should not have done so. 
The matter has been investigated now by two 
committees. The account was closed by Mr. 
Campbell, and his successor refuses to open it. 
He accedes to the propriety of the thing in itself, 
but says he cannot undertake to open the account. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know what 
the extraordinary circumstances are that cal! on 
Congress for this interposigen. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will explain it in less 
I explaine@ it once before in 





joint resolution, egprenes June 15, 1860, for the || than five minutes. 


| the Senate, and the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads said the case ought to go to them, 
and if the facts turned out as I said, they would 
recommend the passage of the bill. It has gone 
to them, and they have unanimously found the 
facts to be so, and recommend its passage. Itis 
a simple case where a man undertook a Post Office 
contract on a route by steamboat—a new and un- 
tried route, where there were gp lights and no 
buoys—and he failed on some occasions to come 
up to the contract time; but no sort of difficulty 
occurred to the Department in consequence of it. 
If he did not arrive at his destination on account 
of a fog at one o’clock to-day, when he was due, 
for instance, and he arrived to-morrow morning, 
the Postmaster General fined him, | believe, about 
twenty-two hundred dollars. No evil conse- 
quences happened in any way, for there was no 
connection to be made. The result was that he 
lost a considerable amount by fines. His con- 
tract was the first contract for this service. He 


carried it out, and carried it out under great diffi- 
culties, and he lost money on it, although the 
ee was $26,000. The next man who took it 

ad $46,000, and did not complete his contract; 
and the present man who has the same contract 
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receives $76,000a year. This man carried out his 
that he 


contract in full, the only difficulty bein 





failed sometimes to arrive at the schedule time. | 


He only wants to get rid of these fines; and every- 
pice! who knows anything of it says that they 
it 


ought to be remitted. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


AR@S TO CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LATHAM. I am instrycted by the Com- 

* mittee on Miiitary Affairs and Militia, to whom 
it was referred, to report back the joint resolution 
(8. No. 45) authorizing the issue of the same 
quota of arms to the State of California, for the 
ears 1850 and 1851, as was issued to that State 


in 1852. 


Mr. GRIMES. How much is that? 


Mr. LATHAM. The same as the other States 
I will merely state that, in consequence of 
the failure to make a return on the part of the 
officer of the State militia, to whom that duty be- 
arms for 
those three years, and they never had them. This 
subject has becn examined by the Committee on 
Military Affairs; and I ask that the joint resolu- 


got. 


longed, the State did not receive an 


tion be put on its passage at once. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
The Senator from Catifornia asks 
to put on its passage a resolution reported by 


in the chair.) 


him. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
it is considered, 
The Secretary read the joint resolution (S. 


No. 45) authorizing the issue of the same quota 
of arms to the State of California, for the years 
1550 and 1851, as was issued to that State for the 


year 1852. 
Mr. GRIMES, 


that year and the year before ? 


Mr. LATHAM. 


received under the law passed about that time. 


She received her proportion; I mean according 


to her population. 

Mr.Gk 
this joint resolution, if California received her 
quota under a law that exists? 

Mr. LATHAM. 
for two years California received nothing at all. 
The other States received their quotas according 


their population; but California received nothing; | 
and has never got those arms to which she is en- 


titled for those 


years. 
Mr. GWIN. 


ears. 


Mr. KING. There is an annual distribution 
of arms among the several States; and for those | 
two years mentioned in this joint resolution, Cal- | 


ifornia did not receive what she should have re- 


ceived, 
ple being armed. The committee assen 
this proposition. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and read the third time. It 
was read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES FLOYD. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move, now, to take up 
House bill No.'@95, making appropriations for 


sundry civil expenses of the Government, for the | 


year ending June 30, 1862. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. I hopethe Senator will per- 
mit me to call up a small bill now, at the instance 
of one of my colleagues. I have been trying to 
gs up, all the session, for consideration, a [louse 

ill to give a pension to a man who is in the poor- 
house. It is a very strong case, and I hope very 
much that the Senator will allow it to go through. 
I have received a great many letters about it. 

Mr FESSENDEN. If that is the only thing 
to be taken up, I will not object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
the sort I have made this session, It will not take 
more than a minute to pass it. It is a bill for the 
relief of James Floyd. My colleague knows bim 
well, 


I desire to ask the Senator 
from California how many arms the State received 


In 1852, California received 
the same amount of arms that the other States | 


IMES. Then whatis the necessity for 


For the simple reason that 


I will state to the Senator from | 
lowa that at that time the State was not admitted 
into the Union; there was a long contest over it; | 
and there were no census returns at all on which 
the quota due to California could be based. That 
is the reason we received no arms for those two 


She has received her quota of arms for 
subsequent years There isno harm in meneame 
to 


It is the only request of | 


| It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place | t 
’ 7 |, houses and buildings connected therewith, $10,000. light- 





There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. No. 400) for the relief James Floyd. 


the name of James Floyd on the invalid pension 


| rolls of the United States, at the rate of eight dol- 


| 
| 





| 





j 


| 


I wish to have it read before | 


! 





| 
| 
i| 
i} 
| 
| 


| 





lars per month, to commence on the 28th of Jan- 
uary, 1858, and to continue during his natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading. read the 
third time, and passed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I now move to go on 
with the civil appropriation bill. 

The PRESI DIN OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) When the Senate went inio exec- 
utive session, the bill (H. R. No. 895) making 
appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 

overnment, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1862, was under consideration; and unless objec- 


tion be made, it will be regarded as the sense of 


the Senate that that bill be nowconsidered. Itis 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GREEN. I propose that we adjourn now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have to take a recess 
at five o’clock until seven. 

Mr. GREEN. But we had a very long session 
yesterday. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We must have long ses- 
sions now. We can do a great deal in the hour 
we have before the recess, in the way of getting 
through with the details of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I observe that it isa long 
bill, and 1 presume Senators all have it on their 
tables, and very few are paying any attention to 
it. I suggest, therefore, that we dispense with its 
reading, unless some one wishes to hear it read. 
It will take perhaps half an hour to read it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
of the bill can be dispensed with only by unani- 
mous consent. [‘* No objection.’’] No objec- 
tion being made, the reading of the bill will be 
dispensed with. 

he Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Finance. 

The first was in line twelve, to strike out * one 
hundred”’ and insert ‘‘two hundred and fifty;’’ 
so that the clause will read: 

Survey of the coast. For continuing the survey of the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States, (including 
compensation of civilians engaged in the work, and ex- 
cluding pay and emoluments of officers of the Army and 
Navy, and petty officers and men of the Navy employed on 
the work,) $250,000. 

Mr. GRIMES. In order to have a vote in the 
Senate, is it necessary that we shall vote upon 
the adoption of these amendments here? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Potk in 
the chair.) The bill is being considered by the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole; and the 
question is on the adoption of this amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
line sixteen, to strike out ‘‘ seventy”’ and insert 
‘fone hundred and thirty;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For continuing the survey of the western coast of the 


United States, including compensation of civilians engaged 
in the work, $130,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line twenty-two, 
to strike out ‘‘twenty,”’ and insert “‘ forty;’’ so 
that the clause will read: 

For continuing the survey of the Florida reefs and keys, 
including compensation of civilians e in the work, 
and excluding pay and emoluments of officers of the Army 


and Navy, and petty officers and men of the Navy em- 
ployed on the work, $40,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after line forty, to 
insert: 

To provide for a steam vessel in place of the steamer 
Walker, lost by collision at sea, $45,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line sixty-seven, 
to strike out ‘‘forty-eight,”’ and insert “ forty- 
five,’’ before “ light-vessels;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For seamen’s wages, repairs, supplies, and incidental 
expenses of forty-five light vessels, $170,967 70. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was in line Ninety-three 
to strike out the word “ expenses,” and insert 
‘*repairs;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For repairs and incidental expenses of nine 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in lines one hundred 


| and fifty-five and one hundred and fifty-six, after 


the word ‘* bridges,’’ to insert the words, « and 
the roads appurtenant thereto owned by the Upj. 
ted States;’’ so that the clause will ia 

For repairs of the Potomac, Navy-Yard, and Upper 
bridges, and the roads appurtenant thereto owned by the 
United States, $6,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The nextamendment of the committee was aftoy 
line one hundred and sixty-eight, to insert: 

To complete the inclosing of Judiciary square in Wash. 
ington city, as required by the sixth section of the act of 3d 
March, 1857, including the grading of the grounds, $10,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was 
after line one hundred and seventy-nine, after the 
appropriations for the insane asylum in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, to insert: 

For repairs and painting of four western or first erected 
sections of the hospital edifice, including additions to the 
furniture and gardener’s houses, and out-buildings and 
fences; ice-houses, including preserving cellar; extension 
of stable for storage of hay and other fodder, and shelter of 
farm wagons and carts; and inclosing two sides of farn- 
yard with brick wall; improvement of grounds, including 
pavement surrounding all the buildings ; grading and plant- 
ing trees, paving gutters, and placing seats in the pleasure 
grounds of the patients ; forcing and green houses, includ- 
ing apparatus; fitting up two bowling alleys, one in base 
ment of each wing, $8,000. 

For extending the stone and brick wall already forming 
a part of the exterior boundary of a portion of the hospital 
grounds, with a view of eventually inclosing the whole 
tract in the same way, $10,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
lines two hundred and two, two hundred and 
three, and two hundred and four, to strike out 
the following: 

* For drawings to illustrate the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents for the year 1861, $6,000.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line two hundred 
and seven, after the word ‘* procurement,”’ to in- 
sert the word ‘ propagation;”’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For collection of agricultural statistics, investizations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 


curement, propagation, and distribution of cuttings and 
seeds, $60,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line two hundred 
and sixteen, to strike out ‘fone’ thousand four 
hundred,’’ and insert ‘* two thousand,”’’ and after 
the word ‘* dollars’’ in the same line, to insert: 

So much thereof as may be necessary, to be applied to 
the deficiency in that fund for the present fiscal year. 

So that the clause will read: 

For expenses of receiving, arranging, and taking care 
of copyright books, charts, and other copyright matter, 


$2,000, so much thereof as may be necessary to be applied 
to the deficiency in that fund for the present fiscal year. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out from 
lines two hundred and twenty-three to two hun- 
dred and twenty-six inclusive, in the following 
words: Fi 

‘* For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the 
construction of suitable cases to receive said collections, 
$6,000.” 

And to insert, in lieu thereof: 

For the distribution of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the con- 
struction of additional eases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Government, $6,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question; 
and declared that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Senators certainly do not 
understand the amendment they are voting against. 

Mr. HALE. I confessI donot. Let us have 
it explained. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will give an explana- 
tion. This sum is necessary to be appropriated 
for the distribution of the cojlections of the ex- 
ploring expeditions. They brought back with 
them a tdeal of matter which has been ar- 
ran r distribution among the several States. 

r. BRAGG. I hope the Senator will speak 
louder; he cannot be heard. 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I say there were a great 
many duplicates of the collections which are pro- 
sosed to tie distributed among the several States, 
ae this sum is necessary in order to have them 
arranged and distributed. : 

Mr. GRIMES. How many such appropria- 
tions have been made for distribuuon heretofore ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This is the first appro- 
priation of the sort: rg a 

P ibution of the collections of the exploring 
on ee of the Government, and the con- 
struction of additional cases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Government, $6,000. 

Thereare two things provided for in this amend- 
ment. Both are necessary. The sum is a very 
reasonable one. The Committee on Finance ex- 
amined this matter, and came to the conclusion 
that it was proper to make this appropriation. 
The only alteration we have made is to put it in 
a better shape than it was before. ‘The chairman 
of the committee thought the lines proposed to be 
stricken out were indefinite. 

Mr. GRIMES. I anderstand this is the first 
appropriation ever made for distribution ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, these collec- 
tions are made by all ine expeditions sent out by 
the Government. A great — of them are sent 
overland to the Northwest. All of them bring 
home collections of natural history. They are all 
sent to the Smithsonian Institution, where they 
are arranged and classified. We have no means 
for keeping these specimens there; and it is very 
desirable that the duplicgtes should be given to 
the colleges and scientific institutions throughout 
the country. This appropriation is nota large 
one. ‘These specimens have been collecting fora 
number of years; and the object now is to distrib- 
ute them to places where they would be valua- 
ble—that is all. 

Mr. GRIMES. Under what law, to what in- 
es and in what manner, are they distrib- 
uted ? 

Mr. PEARCE. There is no law that | am 
aware of for the distribution; butit has been pro- 
posed by the Secretary of the Interior that these 
objects should be thus distributed. They will be 
distributed by the Smithsonian Institution, in 
whose care they are placed. 

Mr. GRIMES. According to the discretion of 
the superintendent of that institution ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir; with the approba- 
tion of the Interior Department, of course, which 
is required for all things of this sort. 

Mr. HALE. Then, I think, Congress should 
not appropriate the money. I think they ought 


to be distributed by law, as books and manv- | 


scripts are, and should not be given to the dis- 
cretion of this Department. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Why not add the words: 


‘*in the discretion of the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior ?”’ 


Mr. HALE. There does not seem to be any 
—s for the provision at all. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Potx in 


the chair.) If no amendment be offered, the ques- | 


tion will be on the amendment reported from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the amendment 

— be amended. 

he PRESIDINGOFFICER. Certainly; but, 
as the Chair stated, no amendment being offeerd 
to it, the question is on the amendmentas reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that before we 
adopt this amendment, its friends ought to put 
some limitation on it by which hereafter the Smith- 
sonian Institution is not to receive these things; 
for I am afraid it will be the beginning of a sys- 
tem ofannual distribution like those Patent Office 
seeds, and may lead us into a large annual ex- 
peneennyeenenaas is some limitation. I would 

willing to distribute them once, if you would 
put a stop to it there; and there ought to be some- 
thing done to prevent the receipt of these things 
hereafter, 


Mr. PEARCE. The Smithsonian Institution 
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| room to receive any more. They are enormous 
| in bulk and very numerous. It is desirable to get 
| rid of them; and we cannot make a better dispo- 


sition of them than to send them to colleges and 
scientific institutions which have already collec- 
tions of this sort, though imperfect. It is avery 
remarkablecollection of objects in natural history. 
There is no desire on the part of the institation to 
obtain the distribution of this collection. It isa 
gratuitous thing on their partaltogether. This is 
not for their advantage at all, except so far as it 
will relieve the building of the incumbrance of 
such an immense collection; and yet it can never 
be done except by authority of law. This is the 
first occasion on which it has been asked. 
Mr.HUNTER. I have no idea that this is to 
advantage the Smithsonian Institution. 1 believe 
the object of the amendmeyt is a good one; but 
why not allow them to give these things to those 
that may apply? Why appropriate money for 


| the purpose of distributing them? Why notallow 


them to give them to those who may apply, ac- 
cording to their judgment? That would throw 


| the expense upon those who received them. But 


if we once begin with this appropriation, I am 
afraid we sha}! &o on distributing these collections 


| just as we do the seeds at the Patent Office. 


Mr. PEARCE. A large part of this appropria- 
tion is intended for the construction of cases to 
receive such portions of the collections as may be 
retained by the Government. The expense of 
their distribution will be very small indeed. We 
do not mean to pay the expenses of their distri- 
bution, They will be paid by the institutions to 
whom they go. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Of course, this is only an 
amendment to the preceding one. Was the other 
amendment struck out? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir; I think so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will inquire whether 
the amendment proposed inthe two hundred and 
twentieth line, to strike out the words ‘‘ and dis- 
tribution,’’ after the word ‘‘ preservation’’ has 
been acted on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed by the Secretary that that amendment 
has not been acted on, and will now put the ques- 


| tion on the amendment to strike out, in line two 


hundred and twenty, after the word ‘ preserva- 
tion,’’ the words ‘‘ and distribution;’’ so that the 
clause will read: 


For preservation of the collections of the exploring and 
surveying expeditions of the Government, $4,000. 


Mr. GRIMES. Lapprehend there is not a col- 
lege or museum in the land but would be willing 
and anxious to have the opportunity to come 
here to the Smithsonian Institution, and take its 
proportion of these fossils or specimens 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from lowa allow the Chair to state that the 
amendment which has just been read precedes the 
one under consideration, and the Senate should 
pass on that first; and then the subject of remark 
to which the Senator from Iowa is directing his 
attention would be appropriate. 

Mr. HUNTER. The proposition is to strike 
out one, and insert; so that now is the time to 
speak upon it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notat all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir; this 
precedes the others The question is on the adop- 
tion of the amendment last read. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is that an amendment on 
which we can come at this question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir; it is 
the amendment that precedes it. 

Mr. GRIMES. It is the amendment in line 
two hundred and twenty, I understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will report the amendment. 





The Secretary again read it. On page 10, line | 


two hundred and twenty, to strike out the words 
*‘and distribution;’’ so that the clause will read: 


Exploring Expedition.—For preservation of the coilec- 
tions of the exploring and surveying expeditions of the 











——— 


expense is about four thousand dollars. By a 
mistake, the word * distribution’? was put in the 
bill as it came from the House of Representa- 


| tives. THis money is wanted for the preserva- 
| tion of the collections, and notfor their distribu- 


tion; and therefore we move to strike out the 
words ** and distribution, ”’ 
The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
Committee on Finance; which was to strike out 
line two hundred twenty-three to line two hun- 
dred and twenty-six, inclusive, in the following 
words: 

‘*For the preservation of the collections of the explor- 
ing and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the 
construction of suitable cases to receive said collections, 
$6,000."° 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Striking out these words 
will accomplish the Senator’s purpose. 

Mr.. GRIMES. I do not know that. The bill, 
as it came from the House of Representatives, 
furnished an appropriation for the preservation of 
these things. Phat I am willing shall be done; 
but I am unwilling that a distribution shall be 
made by which these articles are to be distributed 
over the country without Congress specifying the 
manner in which they shall bedistributed. I want 
to know how they are to be distributed. I am 
content that they should be distributed; and I 
think, if there is an excess of them here, the 
should be distributed in some way, either by “dl 
lowing persons and institutions in different por- 
tions of the ccuntry to come here and obtain them; 
or else, if you see fit to do zo, allowing the super- 
intendent of the institution to distribute them; 
but he should not be permitted to distribute them 
on any principle of favoritism; as, | fear, may be 
the case, unless you provide in the lawspecificaily 
in what manner they shall be distributed. For 
instance: we might say that one institution in each 
Staie, or two institutions in each State, should be 
furnished with these specimens, or that they should 
be distributed to certain specified institutions; but 
I am unwilling to leave the matter entirely to the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, or the 
superintendent of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My friend from Iowais 
a little too fast. If he will look at this amend- 
ment, he will find that it is merely to strike out 
the words in lines two hundred and twenty-three, 
two hundred and twenty-four, two hundred and 
twenty-five, and two hundred and twenty-six, 
for which other words are to be substituted. If 
these words be stricken out, and the others be not 
substituted, he accomplishes his object. The 
question he is debating is really the substitution, 
which is simply to put in this clause in a more 
definite form. There can be no objection to strik- 
ing out these words. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Iowa will 
accomplish his present purpose if we should re- 
fuse to strike out, and leave the clause as it stands. 
The difference between the two is, that the amend- 
ment proposes to distribute as wellas to preserve 
these collections; and the words proposed to be 
stricken out merely provide for the preservation. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The provision above, 
which has been already adopted, makes all the 
appropriation necessary to preserve the collec- 
tions. Then we come to the clause which provides 
for the distribution, and that it is proposed to 
strike out and to insert a redraft of the provision 
in another form. The first paragraph applies to 
the preservation. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then the plan would be to 
vote for striking out, and to vote against inserting 
what it is proposed to insert, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There isno objection to 
appropriating the $4,000 for the preservation. 

hatis done. Thatis necessary. Then comes 
for the preservation again. That is a mistake; 
and therefore the clause was redrafted by the 
committee, so as to provide for the distribution. 
We do not want to provide once more for pre- 
serving the collections that are to be kept there, 


——————————— 


! I ithsonian Mr. PEARCE. These words were improperly 
has not the slightest interest in this thing whatso- || put in. That appropriation is the one which we 


ever; but the Government has for years, having || make annually. These collections were all in the 
no other place to put them, sent all these collec- 1 Patent Office, and as the Department of the Inte- | 
tions to the Smithsonian Institution, which build- || rior wanted the Patent Office for other purposes, 
ing, large as it is, is very much lumbered up by || provision was made by law for transferring these 
them. If you keep them there, they willbe com- || collections to the Smithsonian Institution, the 

pelled to turn other collectionsaway. There is no | Government paying the expense. The annual | 


and therefore’ these words ought to be stricken 
| out. 
|| Mr. HUNTER. I say strike out these words; 
and then, if you oppose the distribution, vote 
against the amendment which proposes to insert 
the other words. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Thatis precisely what I 
am proposing tothe Senator from lowa: to let 


| 
| 
Government, $4,000. 
| 
| 
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these words be stricken out, and then bring up the 
uestion in that way. 
Mr. PEARCE. I should like to say to the Sen- 
ator from Iowa, that there are collections enough | 
to supply every college and every scientific insti- 








tution interested in such matters in the country, | 


and our intention is to supply the whole of them; | 


there cannot be any favoritism; but we must make || 


some small appropriation for it, although we do 
not propose to pay the transportation. It would 





knowledge enough to me to let me know what the 

thing is for, or what it does. In addition to the 
| $36,000 which it has of its annual income from its 
_funds, you propose now to appropriate $10,000 
| more for preserving the collections of the explor- 
| ing and surveying expeditions of the Government, 
and for the dentition of the collections of the 
exploring expeditions, and the construction of 
| additional cases to receive such collections as may 
| be retained by the Government. We are to ap- 


not do, for example, to let the president of a col- || propriate $10,000 to this institution, to keep and 


lege come here and select just what he would pick 
and carry away. That would produce the — 
effect which the Senator is so desirous of avoid- 
ing. One institution would get too much, per- 
haps. Somebody must be employed not only to 
arrange these objects of natural history and class- 
ify them, but also to put aside into separate par- 
cels the portions which are to be distributed to 
the different institutions. For that we are to pay. 
The Senator can guard against the Government 
pre the expenses of transportation if he pleases, 
»y making an amendment to it in this form, ‘‘pro- 
vided that no part of the said money shall be ex- 
pended in transportation.’’ As to favoritism, I 
say it is not possible, because there is an abund- 
ance of these collections to answer the calls of 
every institution in the country. 

Mr. BRAGG. I think the difficulty may be 
obviated by an amendment which [ have prepared; 
though I suppose my amendment will not be in 
order at this time, as I understand there is an 
amendment pending to the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on striking out. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. On striking out what no- 
body objects to striking out. 

Mr. BRAGG. This,I think, will accord with 
the idea of the Senator from Maryland to follow 
the amendment offered by the committee: 


“Such distribution to be only to institutions willing to 
receive the same and at their own expense.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out. 

Mr. HALE. Is it in order to move to strike 
out more words with those which the committee 
propose to strike out? 

the PRESIDING OFFICER. Perhaps it 
would be in orderas an amendment to the amend- 
ment; but the Chair would suggest to the Senator 
that it would be better to take the question on 
striking out the words which the committee pro- 
pose to strike out. 

Mr. HALE. I agree to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out the words which have been 
read. 

The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Committee on 
Finance, to insert the following words: ° 

For the distribution of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions ofthe Government, and the con- 
struction of additional cases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Government, $6,000. 

The Senator from North Carolina moves to 
amend the amendment by adding to it: | 

Such distribution to be only to institutions willing to re- 
ceive the same, and at their own expense. 

The question is onthe amendment tothe amend- 

ment. 
Mr. HALE. I am opposed to the whole of this, 
frony beginning toend. I have been in Congress 
I do not know how many years; but aboutas long 
as the Smithsonian Institution has been in exist- 
ence. [I have devoted some time every year, more 
or less, to finding out what on earth that Smith- 
sonian Institution was for; I have had friends who 
have visited Washington, who have told me that 
they were going to examine it to find out; and I 
have asked them repeatedly, if any of them had 
found it out, to tell me. The New York Tribune— 
Ido not often quote from that paper; for it is never 
very complimentary to me, any more than it is to 
the. Smithsonian Institution—said that it was a 
sort of lying-in-hospital for literary valetudina- 
rians. [{Laughter.] But, sir, it has a fund I be- 
lieve of $500,000—— 

Mr. GRIMES. Six hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. HALE. Six hundred thousand dollars, 
making an income, then, of $36,000 a year “ for 
the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men,” I believe. So far as I am concerned in 
the lot of humanity, they have never distributed 





| distribute these collections, in addition to their 
| annual income of $36,000. I am opposed to the 
whole of it. I think itis wrong. I think the in- 
stitution itself is wrong, and based upon one of 
the grossest misconceptions of plain English that 
aa institution ever was. 

Id Mr. Smithsong-if the Senate do not want 
to hear me, I will stop; I know it is not a very 
good time to speak, [‘* Go on’’|—old Mr. Smith- 
son, | suppose, was a man of scientific attain- 
ments—no doubt*of that—a friend of science; a 
lover of science. He had seen the colleges and the 
universities of England hitched on to the Church 
andthe State. The yoking together of these three 
_ he thought was not favorable to the advancement 
| of science in the world. Then, sir, he had in his 
brain the sublime conception of founding a dem- 
ocratic university; one that should be free from 
the corruptions of the Church and State, as they 
| existed in England. Looking abroad over the 
| face of the earth, to see a place where this great 
| benevolent idea might be carried out, he selected 
| the United States as a place where democratic in- 
| stitutions prevailed, and he gave this liberal fund 
| that he might found an institution under the 
benign influence of democratic institutions, that 
| should be devoted to the increase and diffusion of 
| knowledge among men, instead of having it har- 
| nessed to Church and State. Well, sir, our Gov- 
ernment undertook the trust; and a grosser abuse 
of a trust never was perpetrated on the earth. 





Some of the wisest men we had at that day thought 
there was too vague a meaning in that phrase- 
ology which said that it was to be for the increase 
and diffusion of knowledge among men. They 
forgot that men were made of boys; and they 
| thought thatif they devoted it, as poor old Smith- 
son intended it should be, for the education of 
boys, under the influence of such an institution 
as he designed, it would not answer his purpose, 
because he intended it for the increase and diffu- 
sion of knowledge ** among men;’’ and so, they 
have got up the thing they have. I will not char- 
acterize it, for I confess I donot know what it is. 
I saw an advertisement in the National Intelligen- 
cer that there was to be an exhibition there at 
twenty-five cents a ticket, or perhaps fifty cents. 
Thas is for the * increase and diffusion of knowl- 
edge among men.”’ In addition to perverting Mr. 
Smithson’s benevolent and sagacious purposes, 
defeating one of the greatest ideas that ever en- 
tered into the head of a benevolent scholar; instead 
of making such an institution as he wanted, you 
have founded the great humbug of the land; and 


'| you propose now, in addition to the $36,000, to 


pay them $10,000 out of the public Treasury. I 
propose to strike it all out. Now,I am prepared 
| to be castigated by the Senator from Maryland 
| (Mr. Pearce} just as much as he pleases. 
| Mr.TEN EYCK. Rather than have this dis- 
cussion continued on the merits of the Smithson- 
| ian Institution, | move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. [**Oh no!’’} 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Weshall have it to-mor- 
row instead of to-day. 

Mr. RICE. The understanding was, that we 
should sit here until five o’clock, and then take a 
recess until seven o’clock. 

Mr. FOSTER. I would suggest that the mo- 
tion cannot be entertained. Under the order of 
the Senate last night, the Senate to-day was to 
take a recess from five o’clock to seven, and an 
adjournment now would override the order of the 
Senate yesterday, and would be an adjournment 
until to-morrow. Therefore, such a motion, I 
think, cannot be entertained. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President 

Mr. BIGLER. There is no difficulty in taking 
a recess now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maryland is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PEARCE. I shall not consume much of 
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the time of the Senate by replying to the attack 
which the Senator from New Hampshire }, 
made on the Smithsonian Institution. Some deg 
ago, the plan of that institution was the Bubiee: 
of deliberate investigation by a committee <a 
Senate. It was discussed here in this bod I: 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciar : 
and the Committee on the Judiciary approyad 
the plan of the institution for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men. The Senato; 
from New Hampshire has not given us any great 
reason to respect his authority on this subject 
because he started out with a confession that he 
knew nothing about it; and, confessing so much 
I take it that the Senate will take him at his word’ 
and estimate the value of his remarks at just wha: 
he himself admits them to be worth. It is enough 
sir, that the men who composed the first Board 
of Regents, of which I was not one, were amono 
the best men in the country, and that they esta\. 
lished this institution upon the plan by which 
is now known, and which has received the dei). 
erate assent of the Committee of the Judiciary of 
the Senate, and of the Senate itself. How th. 
Senator gets at his theory of Smithson’s inten. 
tions, I do not know. If he has ever read Smit)- 
son’s will, he will not find one word of all that he 
has said in it; and we, who do know something 
about the history of Smithson, know the peculiar 
reasons which induced him to give this legacy to 
the United States. 

But, sir, the Senator has remarked about an 
exhibition given at the institution a few days 
since. I wish to explain that. It might be sup- 
posed by members of the Senate that this twenty- 
five cents a head wasa fee to the institution. No 
such thing. The Smithsonian Institution has a 
remarkably fine lecture-room, and it is very often 
applied for by individuals who wish to lecture 
there. In no case is it given to an individual who 
charges. The only case in which any one is al- 
lowed to charge, is where the object is charitable 
or religious. Church congregations have some- 
times applied for it, when a lecture was to be de- 
livered, and they have been allowed in that case 
to use the hall, and they themsel vescharge twenty- 
five cents for each hearer of the lecture—makinz 
a fund for the building of their church, or for the 
charitable object which is to be subserved, what- 
ever it may be. These are the only cases where 
a charge is made. The lectures of the Smithso- 
nian Institution are always free; and I believe 
they are a little more valuable than most lectures 
in the country, for which people pay very will- 


pt 

ow, so far as the Government giving $10,000 
a year to this institution is concerned, it is an 
entire mistake. The Smithsonian Institution 
accommodated and obliged the Government by 
admitting within their walls these collections, for 
which the Government had no proper place, the 
Government only paying the expense of their 
preservation; that is all. The Smithsonian In- 
stitution does not derive any value to its funds 
from these appropriations by the Government. 
Soin regard to’the distribution of these enormous 
collections, the Institution is not benefited a frac- 
tion. All we wantis a little appropriation to de- 
fray the expense which the Institution must in- 
cur in classifying and separating these specimens 
of natural history for distribution.” I do not ob- 
ject to the amendment of the Senator from North 
Carolina; and I purposely refrain from much that 
I might say, that I may not consume the time of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am one of those who were 
here at the time of the reception by this Govern- 
ment of the Smithsonian legacy, and one of those 
who voted to receive that Senstion from a phil- 
anthropic man in England, who died and left us 
his money. I recollect very well that the argu- 
ments of those who were opposed to receiving It 
were, that it would be a constant tax on us; that 
the giving to us of those $500,000 would ‘result in 
the expenditure of millions; and all the friends of 
the institution, amongst them myself, said: ‘‘ No; 
we will take this —a and get the best we 
can out of it.”? From that time to now, | have 
always opposed any appropriation for it. If the 
institution cannot sustain itself, let it fall. I be- 
lieve it is doing good. I do not want to make | 
one of those things that shall constantly eat into 
the vitals of this Government. This is a Gov- 
ernment here by itself, controlling itself, and con- 
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ing many other things around it. My feelings 
ra nothing but kind; but I think it ought to 
sustain itself, and I shall vote against every ap- 
propriation for it. I rise, however, only to say a 
word in regard to a remark made by the Senator 
from Mar _ who is almost always right, He 
spoke of the ignorance of the Senator from New 
Hampshire on this subject. I simply want to sa 
to the Senator from Maryland, that the best boo 
we have ever had says that, whenever we have 
learned ourownignorance, weare nearest wisdom. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to correct an error 
into which my friend from Pennsylvania has 
fallen; and I think my friend from. New Hamp- 
shire, also, is troubled with the same difficulty. 
This is not anything paid to the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. It is not in aid of their fund. It has 
nothing to do with anything connected with that 
institution in any shape or form. They do not 
call upon us for anything connected properly with 
the institution, to render them any aid in any 
shape. The simple matter is this: we have a large 
collection of this material, coming from several 
exploring expeditions. It was all placed at the 
Patent Office, or under the charge of the Secretary 
of the Interior. There was nobody to take care 
of it; there was nobody to arrange it, nobody to 
do anything with regard to it; it was turning out 
to be utterly useless, of no good to the Govern- 
ment; and we imposed the burden on the Smith- 
scnian Institution. We decreed that it should be 
sent there and should be examined there. 

Mr. MASON. Against their will. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And against their will. 
They did not ask it. It was a burden we imposed 
upon them; and having sent it there, we have made 
an appropriation, heretofore, merely of enough to 
preserve what was necessary to be preserved and 
to pay the salary of a person who was to take 
chargé of it, fix the room and take care of it— 
$4,000, I think, each year; and it was found, on 
a careful examination—I was on the committee 
when it was first made—to be a reasonable pro- 
vision. 

Now, sir, there is a very large number of these 
duplicates, and it is proposed that those also shall 
be arranged by these persons; and after they are 
arranged, and itis found distinctly what it is best 
to keep, the rest shall be distributed amongst the 
institutions of the country. It is not for the ben- 
efit of the Smithsonian Institution, but for the ben- 
efit of the institutions of the country. We called 
on them to do the work; and gentlemen get up 
here and argue thdt we should compel them to do 
the work and not pay them for the labor, and com- 
pel them also to pay their own expenses. It is 
simply providing a mode by which we mr carr 
out ourown objects and our own purposes throug 
their agency. The labor that they have given to 
this work, and the services they render, are alto- 
gether gratuitous; and certainly they ought not to 
be abused for doing what we asked them to do 
with reference to matters which we have placed 
under their control, without their requesting us 
to do it. That is the simple fact about this mat- 
ter. It has nothing to do with the institution. 

Now, sir, as to the Smithsonian Institution 
itself—what it has done for science, and what it is 
doing for science. I have no doubt thatit is doing 
much; how much,I do not knew. I confess the 
same ignorance that has been confessed b my 
friend rae New Hampshire, with the addition 
that I feel ashamed I do not know more about it. 
I wught to know more about it. I have only to 
plead my other avocations, which prevent me 
irom knowing what I want to know. It is my 
own fault. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to add but a word 
to what has been so well said by the Senator from 
Maine. This burden wasimposed upon the Smith- 
sonian Institution not only without their request, 
but against their wish. These objects were col- 
lected by the exploring expeditions, and depos- 
ited in the Patent Office. They were kept there 
and preserved as objects of great curiosity and 
great interest, until they occupied so large a space 
that the Government could not afford the room. 
They needed the room, and had no place to put 
them in. The Smithsonian Institution happened 
to have vacant space; but these collections were 
not connected with the objects of that institution. 
The institution was willing to give them the room 


free of rent. They were willing to take charge of 


the collection, if the annual expenses of the burden 
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thus imposed was borne by the Government. It | 


was accepted as a great favor by the Government. 
Ido thinks, if they are worthy of our encourage- 
ment, we ought to pay the actual expenses—no 
more—of taking charge of these objects of curios- 
ity. Probably there is no object of greater curi- 
osity to the visitor and the stranger who comes to 
Washington, than this museum thus collected; 
and inasmuch as they would be an attraction to 
the institution, they were willing to accept them; 
but the objects themselves belonged to the Gov- 
ernment. The Smithsonian Institution is giving 
the Government a place in which to keep them. 
I think, therefore, that we are bound by every 
consideration of public policy and duty to make 
this appropriation. I will not occupy time, for I 
believe it will be voted almost unanimously. 

Mr. CAMERON. I must say a word in reply 
to what has been said by the Senator from Maine 
and the Senator from Illinois. I do not believe 
that they have studied this subject so well as they 
usually study questions. It occurs to my mind 
that all this labor which we have imposed upon 
the Smithsonian Institution they have invited. I 
remember, when this exploring expedition came 
in, it was said specimens were brought home that 
would be valnaleny to the country, unless we put 
them into the Patent Office. After a while some- 
body came, and asked that they should be given 
to this Smithsonian Institution, because, it was 
said, it would be an object of attraction to that 
building, take people there, make it a credit to 
the country; and we voted for it. After a while, 
they asked us to give them a certain number of 
books, which scientific persons had written, and 
we had paid for the printing of. The rule used 
to be that all those books were sent to Congress, 
and distributed by members of Congress; but 
gentlemen here said, we ought not to distribute 
them; we should give them to the Department of 
the Interior. Then we gave them to the Patent 
Qffice; and then to the Smithsonian Institution; 
and now these gentlemen ask us to pay them for 
distributing those very things which they invited 
us to give them. 

Mr. PEARCE, I will ask the Senator to spe- 
cify what scientific books the institution has ever 
asked us to give them? 

Mr. CAMERON. When I think the gentle- 
man has aright to ask a question, | will answer it. 
I will say to the gentleman now that I want this 
institution to sustain itself. There is no reason 
why we should appropriate money from year to 
year to keep up that, a bit more than that you 
should build up a scientific institution in the vil- 
lage where I live. What right has that institution 
to come here, and what right have we to expend 
money to keep up an institution here for the benefit 
only of those who live by it? The Government 
has no interest in it. The gentlemen who get 
their salaries, and who live on the money which 
old Smithson gave us, have an interest in it; but 
we have none. I shall vote against it, if nobody 
else does. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think itis unfair for my 
friend from Maryland to be putting questions to 
my friend from Foanayivanta. tor he is evidently 
joking in what he says. He is not serious when 
he talks about the request of the institution made 
to Congress for this appropriation and that ap- 
propriation. It is contrary to the known history 


of the institution, and to the known history of | 


the country. It is a very good joke on the part 


of the Senator from Pennsylvania; but I really | 
think the Senate are not going to vote down this | 


amendment on the strength of that joke. 
Mr. CAMERON. I will merely say, if the 
gentlemen of that institution do not want to have 


the charge of these things, let them give them up. | 


What do we care about stuffed snakes, alligators, 
and all such things? [(Laughter.] 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
North Carolina to the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 
The amendment tothe amendment wasagreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the amendment as amended. 
a KING. Whatisthe amendmentasamend- 
ed? 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Secretary 
will read it. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
For the distribution of the collections of the exploring 


| appropriation, 
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and survey expeditions of the Government, and the con- 
struction of additional cases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Government, $6,000 ; 
such distribution to be made to institutions willing to re- 
ceive the same at their own expense. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the transportation. 
Mr. GRIMES. What is the appropriation of 


That refers merely to 


| $6,000 for? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. For putting them in order 
and arranging them. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move to strike out the 
I have no doubt if these things 
are of any use, scientific people will be glad to 
get them, and I am willing to letthem have them, 
if they will take them. 

Mr. RICE. This question strikes me in two 
different aspects, a personal and an official one. 
If we have a right to make an appropriation for 
distributing stuffed snakes, and the various other 
things that may be collected and brought here, 
why have we nota right to make an appropria- 
tion for distributing the models in the Patent 
Office; or distributing hoes, plows, and other im- 
plements? This hasall grown out of an infraction, 
in my opinion, of the Constitution, by distribut- 
ing seeds. We must stop somewhere. If you 
can do this under the Constitution, what can you 
not do? I know that the Smithsonian Institution 
has done great good for the country. lam applied 
to daily, for books published by it, and I know 
they are very valuable; but it is not, under the 
Constitution, a Government institution. Let us 
stop somewhere, and I think we might as well 
stop here as anywhere. 

Mr. HALE. [think so too. I should like 
the country to know how much we have spent 
for printing pictures of bugs, reptiles, &c., that 


| these ew ee, expeditions have brought here. 
i 


We published eleven or twelve volumes of the 
exploring expedition, illustrated with pictures of 
bugs, snakes, and reptiles. It has cost us mil- 
lions of dollars to print those pictures, and now 
we are going to spend $10,000 io distribute them 
after spending millions to print pictures of them. 
The thing is all wrong, sir. 

Mr.MASON. Mr. President, I have been for 
many years one of the regents of this institution, 
under the appointment of the Senate, in connec- 
tion with my friend from Maryland. We know 
that it is a public trust; one, we think, of a sacred 
character. We know as a fact, and it appears Mn 
the records of that institution, that these specimens 
of natural history, sent from the Patent Office to the 
Smithsonian Institution, were sent there against 





——— 


the remonstrances, repeated from year to year, of 
that institution; and if either the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, or the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, or any gentleman who thinks with them, 
would sntandene an amendment to this bill direct- 
ing the institution to throw what they had re- 
ceived from the Government out of doors—just 
put it out of doors, and let it rot—tI will vote for 
it. Itbelongs tothe Government. It does not be- 
long to the institution. It has no business there 
within the terms of the trust; none whatever. It 
was forced upon them against their will—as they 
believe, in violation of the trust left to us by Smith- 
son; and if those gentlemen will devise any mode 
to take away all these specimens of natural history 
sent there by the Government, I will vote for it 
cheerfully. I do not know that [ would not con- 
sider it incumbent upon me, for the purpose of 
getting rid of them, ifthe Government will not bear 
the expense of throwing them out of doors, to vote 
it out of the funds of the institution. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will take the Senator from 








Virginia at his word, as far as | am concerned, 
and say let them throw them out of doors. They 
| are good for nothing there, and they are good for 
| nothing out of doors. Suppose these gentlemen 
| were to come here now asking us to appropriate 


|| six or ten thousand dollars to distribute through 


| this country specimens of the finest arts the world 
has ever produced, which they could purchase for 
| that sum of money in Europe, would not every- 
body vote against it? There is nota man here 
| who would not vote against a proposition to bring 
the finest statuary ahd the finest paintings 
Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him a moment? 
Mr. CAMERON. Certainly. 
Mr. MASON. The Senator says he will do it. 
Mr. CAMERON. As far as I am concerned. 
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Mr.MASON. The law now directs that these 
objects shall be sent to the Patent Office. 
Senator, on his res 
that law, and I will vote for it. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
fully. 

Mr. MASON. Well, do it now. 

Mr. CAMERON. “Sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof.’’ I will bring in a bill to-morrow, if 
Senators think it proper; but we are discussing 
this question now. Here is an appropriation of 
$6,000 for a most worthless purpose; and what 
right have we to appropriate it?) When we are 
all talking about the distresses of thé country; 
when we do not know how much country we shall 
have in a few days, when the Treasury is empty, 
nota dollar to pay even members of Congress, 
to pay laborers out of doors, we are to appropri- 
ate six or ten thousand dollars to preserve a par- 
cel of what you call scientific specimens. A Sen- 
ator over the way said they were toads and snakes; 
and | have no doubt they are that sort of thing. 
{Laughter.} They are no use to anybody now. 
They have served their day. 

I am tired of all this thing called science here. 
It was only the other day we made another ap- 
propriation in regard to the expedition which 
Captain Wilkes took out to the Pacifie ocean. 
We have paid $1,000 volume for the book which 
he published. Who has ever seen that book out- 
side of this Senate; and how many copies are 
there of it in this country?) We have spent mil- 
iions in that sort of thing for the last few years, 
and it is time it should be stopped. Now, the 
only way, and I say it in all sincerity, in which 
I think this Smithsonian Institution can be useful 


Let the | 


sibility, propose to repeal || this question to-morrow. 





to the country, is by living within its means; that | 


it shall not ask any aid of the Government at all; | 
|| and Wilson—6. 


that it shall not rely on patronage, but on the good 
it does, and the benefit it confers, to sustain it. 
The country at large, and the people of this coun- 
try will take care of it, if it is worthy to be taken 


care of; but if they come to the Legislature every | 


year asking for an appropriation, it must sink. 
As a friend of that institution, and as a friend of 
the very distinguished and able and pure man 
who is at the head ef it, I do not want it to be 
connected with the Government at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Pennsylvania to move 
to strike out the appropriation contained in the 
amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The question, 
then, will be on the amendment to the amend- 
ment, to strike out the appropriation. 

Mr. CAMERON and Mr. HALE. Let us 
have the yeas and nays on that. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Why cannot we take a vote 
direct on the amendment? 

Mr. CAMERON. Ihave no objection to that. 
] withdraw the call. 

Mr. HALE. 
and nays on the amendment of the committec. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
atorfrom Pennsylvania withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir. 


I hope we shall have the yeas | 


| 


| 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
then will be on the amendment of the committee | 


as amended on motion of the Senator from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to have the yeas 
and nays taken on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I simply want to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the fact that we have stricken 
out of the amendment, on motion of the Senator 


from North Carolina, all the expenses incurred | 


for distribution; and now you propose to give 
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Mr. LATHAM. Then, if we do not take the 
vote now, we must have the yeas and nays on 


Mr. WIGFALL. Idesireto move that when 


I will do that most cheer- || the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Sat- 


urday next. To-morrow is the 22d of February. 
The House has adjourned until Saturday. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is impossible for us 
to agree to that. We have too much business to 
attend to. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I will make the motion any- 
how. I move that when the Senate adjourn, it 
be to meet on Saturday next. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [hope we shall take a vote, 
| by common consent, on the amendment before the 
Senate. The calling of the roll cannot be gone 
through with before the time fixed for the recess. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; perhaps we 
can get through with it. 

r. WIGFALL. I wish to make my motion: 
that when the Senate adjourn, it be to meet on 
Saturday next. 

a? ‘ESSENDEN. That motion is out of 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Texas that his motion 
| is out of order, unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Chair will execute 

the order of the Senate when five o’clock arrives. 
| The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of the Committee on Finance, as 
amended, resulted—yeas 29, nays 6; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bragg, Chandler, 
Clark, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 


1 Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Ten- 


nessee, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
| Powell, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons,Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Wade, and Wilson—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cameron, Grimes, Hale, King, Rice, 


So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair an- 
| nounces that, in pursuance of the resolution of 
_ the Senate of yesterday, a recess will now be taken 
| until seven o'clock this evening. 








EVENING SESSION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT called the Senate to 


order at seven o’clock, p. m. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT lakl before the Sen- 


ate areport of the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in compliance with the twenty-fifth section of the 
act of August 26, 1842, a statement of expendi- 
| tures from the appropriations for contingent ex- 
penses of that Department, during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1860; which, on motion of Mr. 


itary Affairs and the Militia. 
THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The business now 


in order‘is the méssage of the President, commu- 
| nicating to the Senate a series of resolutions adopt- 
| ed by the Legislature of Virginia. ‘The question 

is on printing the message; and on eee 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wixson] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to lay the message on 
| the table, and to take up the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen,] as 
I prefer to speak on those resolutions to-night. 

he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the joynt resolution (S. No. 54) pro- 
posing certain amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, Bancroft, in 
the last volume of his History of the United States, 


! 





$6,000 to make bug cases alone, without any || has drawn, with graphic pen, the character of 


transportation. 


George Mason, one of the noblest of that illustri- 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest that it is || ous band of patriots that carried America through 
now within four minutes of the ume when we || the fire and blood of revolution from colonial de- 


agreed to take a recess. 
Mr. CAMERON. Let us take a vote. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There is not time to take 


a vote. We cannot get through with the calling | 
of the roll. 
Mr. LATHAM. I will suggest to the Senator 





from Maine, it was stated yesterday that when 
the recess should be taken this evening, there 
would be no vote after seven o’clock. 

M . FESSENDEN Of course that is under- 
stood. 


pendence to national independence. He tells us 


|| that this Christian patriot ‘* had been traly loyal; 


on renouncing his king, he could stand justified 
to his own conscience only by the purest and 
most unselfish attachment to human freedom;’’ 
that “his sincerity made him wise and Bold, 
modest and unchanging;” that “he had a-scorn 
for everything inean and cowardly and low; and 
he always spoke out his convictions with frank 
directness.’ ‘The great Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia sent this ** wise and bold, modest and un- 


| Witson, was referred to the Committee on Mil- | 






February 2}, 


changing” patriot, to represent her in that jlly 
trious assembly of patriotic statesmen met ; 
frame the Constitution of the United States Ang 
| tuated ** by the purest and most unselfish attach, 
ment to human freedom,” ** scorning everything 
mean and cowardly and low,” this noble son of 
Virginia, speaking out his convictions with frank 
| directness, admonished his illustrious compeer 
that “slavery brought the judgment of Been 
upon a country;” that “by an inevitable chain 
of causes and effects, Providence punished na- 
|| tional sins by national calamities.” These fear. 
ful words of admonition and of warning, uttereg 
_ nearly three quarters of a century ago, in the ears 
of patriot statesmen, who were striving to fram» 
a national Government, in harmony with tho 
rights of human nature and the laws of the 
God, resound in the ears of the nation ‘jy the 
dark and troubled night now upon us.” In this 
hour of peril, when the Republic is rent and tory 
by fraternal strifes, when conspiracies and trea. 
sons and rebellions threaten to plunge the nation 
into the unfathomed abyss of diaiton and civil 
war, and to blot united America from the map of 
nations, who that sees God in history does no, 
see and feel and realize that slavery has brough, 
the judgment of Heaven upon our country; that 
Providence is punishing this gigantic national sin 
by these appalling calamities now upon us and 
impending over us? Well would it be for our 
country if, in these days of disaster and gloom, 
those to whom are intrusted the precious interests 
of the Republic should, like the great patriot of 
Virginia, reverently recognize the hand of God in 
the affairs of nations, and like him, ever remem- 
ber that ** slavery brings the judgment of Heaven 
upon a country.” 
One year ago these Chambers rang with passion- 
ate and vehement menaces of disunion. States- 
men to whom were committed the destinies of 
UnitedAmerica, with the oath of fidelity to the Con- 
stitution fresh upon their lips, insolently, scorn- 
fully, defiantly, threatened to shiver the noblest 
edifice, the fairest fabric of free government ever 
erected by the toil or blessed by the hopes and 
prayers of humanity, if the people—the people of 
the free North—dared, through the ballot-box, 
assume the control of the affairs of the Republic. 
These disloyal avowals were flashed over the 
wires—scattered broadcast over the land. Timid 
conservatives shrank appalled before these angry 
| mutterings of meditated treason, and-with “ bated 
| breath and whispering humbleness”’ counseled 
| submission. But these treasgnable menaces un- 
nerved not the souls of the ever loyal freemen of 
the North; but they fired the hearts and rekindled 
the patriotism of the unselfish masses; of the farm- 
ers who till their own fee-simple acres, unpolluted 
by the foot of the bondman; of the mechanics, 
whose hands are skilled by art; of the laborers, 
who recognize no master but Almighty God. Im- 
pelled by the fervid and unextinguishable impulse 
| of freedom, by the purest and most unselfish pa- 
triotism, the unseduced, unpurchased, unawed 
freemen of the North, calmly thronged to the bal- 
lot-box, and struck from faithless, corrupt, and 
disloyal hands the reins of power. 

The treasonable words of last year have now 
hardened into deeds. Madness and folly rule the 
hour. ‘Treason holds its carnival here in the na- 
tional Capitol. Men, high in the national coun- 
cils, plot conspiracies against the Government they 
are sworn to defend, and clasp the hands of the 
assassins of the Union. Men, to whom have been 
intrusted official duties and responsibilities, talk 
of the dismemberment of the Republic, not in the 
sad accents of patriotism, but with the gleeful 
chuckle ofan irrepressible joy. States vauntingly 

roclaim their withdrawal from the Union made 

y the fathers; recall their representatives 10 
these Chambers; capture the fortresses of the na- 
tion; insult, dishonor, and fire upon the flag of the 
Republic; seize the public property; and even 
erase from their festive days the hallowed anni- 
versary of national independence, with all its glo- 
rious associations and thrilling memories. Never, 
no, never, since the morn of creation, has the 
historic pen recorded a conspiracy against the 
rights of man and democratic institutions so Ut- 
terly causeless, so wicked in its purpose, so re- 
gardless of the judgment of the civilized world and 
the approval of Almighty God! 

During the past year the world has watched 
with throbbing heart and beaming eye, the great 
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: ots i d of Italy for the free- || that the actors in this wicked drama look in vain || the mild sway of Democratic institetiens. The te 
a a cohuahaae of the hislian people. || beyond the boundaries of the Republic for one policy of the fathers must be abandoned, the Aye 
in havaiens for the success of the liberal young || word of human sympathy, for one manifestation || hearts of the people must be changed. Mr. Cal- re 
a- conreh of Sardinia and his great minister, of || of human regard. These conspirators against the || houn proclaimed that “ many in the South once ae 
ir- Garibaldi and his brave comrades, have mingled || unity of America; these architects of the ‘‘south- || believed that slavery was a moral and political 1 2] 
od with the morning and evening pore of the lov- || ern confederacy,” receive no words of cheer, no || evil; that folly and delusion are gone. e see vt 4 


welcome greetings from any portion of the Chris- 
tian and civilized world. ‘The Journal des Debats 
uttered not only the voice of France, but of Eu- 
rising States and struggling people of Italy! How || rope, ay, of civilized man, when it ‘* pronounced 
he often have we hung with rapt admiration upon that there is not a corner upon earth where ut will 
the thrilling story of the glorious contest for the || find sympathy and assistance.” 
mn unity of the Italian States and the nationality of Nor can the men who sit in the councils of the 
a- the falian people! And now, we, the people of |} Executive and in the halls of legislation, plotting 
mn Fe united America, are striving—madly, insanely, || for the dismemberment of their country, the sub- 
striving to dismember this constellated Confeder- || version of its Govern » the betrayal of its 
ation of sovereign Commonwealths, to disrupt || fortresses, arsenals, arr hips, mints, and flag, 
this great Republic of the world, to topple down || hopefully appeal from the verdict of the present 
this splendid fabric of free government, erected |} to future ages. They may appeal from the stern 
at ay by a glorious ancestry, and to bury beneath its || reproaches of their betrayed country, from the 
| broken, shivered, and falling columns the resplen- || indignant rebukes of Christendom; but they will 
dent glories of the past, the achieved aggrandize- appeal in vain, The Floyds, the Cobbs, the Rhetts, 
ment of the present, and the brilliant hopes and || the Yanceys,and theirdisloyal confederates, often 


ers of human freedom in the Old World and in 
- the New. How anxiously and how hepefully 
he have we ofAmerica turned our eyes towards the 


it now in its true light, and regard it as the most 
safe and stable basis for free institutions in the 
world.”’ His disciples pronounced * slavery to 
be the corner-stone of the republican edifice.’’ In- 
spired by such counsels, the rising young states- 
men of the South contemptuously rejected the 
humane sentiments and republican theories of the 
founders of the Republic—of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Madison, Henry, Mason, Martin, and their 
illustrious associates, and assumed slavery to be 
& positive good; an institution to be nurtured, ex- 
tended, nationalized. New theories of constitu- 
tional construction were promulgated, the policy 
of slavery extension and slavery domination in- 
augurated, and the wicked policy of slaveay ag- 
gression, for nearly a generation, has been pur- 
sued with tireless energy, in defiant mockery of 
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destinies of the future. 

We are accustomed, Mr. President, to contem- 
plate, with something of gratified and patriotic 
pride, the wondrous progress of our country and 
the strength and stability of our Government. 


We speak of its future with proud and conscious | 


secarity. As we have watched the fraternal strifes, 
the bloody and. desolating wars, of factions which 
have followed each other in rapid succession in the 
Republics of Mexico, Central, and South Amer- 
ica—Republics which we once hailed and wel- 
comed into the family of nations; as we have 
watched, too, the rising and falling dynasties of 
the Old World, we have come to believe with un- 
doubting faith that our Government is immortal; 
that, sustained by the intelJigent patriotism of the 
peepee; it is ever instinct with the freshness and 
loom of perpetual youth, and the maggred vigor 
of manhood. We have dreamed for our native 
land a glorious destiny—a magnificent career 
through the coming ages. But our dreams are 
over. Our bright, confident faith is shaken. The 
Republic has lost its prestige. 

What a saddening, humiliating, and appalling 
spectacle does America now present to the gaze 
of mankind! Conspiracies in the Cabinet-and in 
the halls of legislation; conspiracies in the capi- 
tal and in the States; conspiracies in the Army 
and in the Navy; conspiracies everywhere, to 
break the unity of the Republic; to destroy the 
one fabric of free government the human un- 

erstanding ever conceived or the hand of man 
ever reared. States are rushing madly from their 
spheres, in the constellation of the Union, raising 
the banners of revolt, defying Federal authority, 
arming men, planting frowning batteries, arming 
fortresses, dishonoring the national flag, clutch- 
ing the public property, arms, and moneys, and 
inaugurating the reign of disloyal factions. 
‘What,’ in the words of Daniel Webster, ut- 
tered in the days of nullification, “ are the oppres- 
sions experienced under the Union, calling for 
measures which thus threaten to destroy it? What 
invasions of public liberty; what ruin to private 
happiness; what long list of rights violated or 
wrongs unredressed, is to justify to the country, 
to posterity, and to the world, this assault upon 
the free Constitution of the United States—this 
great and glorious work of our fathers?’? There 
are no Oppressions experienced; no invasion of 

ublic liberties; no ruin of private happiness; no 
ong list of rights violated or wrongs unredressed; 
nothing, no nothing, to justify to the country, to 
posterity, to the world, this assault upon the Con- 
stitution of the United States. This, all this work 
of folly and madness, upon which the startled 
nations are now gazing in mingled wonder and 
amazement, is all, all, only to eternize the domin- 
ion of man over the souls and bodies of his fellow 
man. Yes, these gt ey crimes: against the 
unity and perpetuity of the Republic, which fill pa- 
triotie hearts with anxiety and gloom, are all for 
making slavery perpetual and its power dominant 
in republican America. No wonder, then, sir, 
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refer te the deeds and quote the examples—not of 
the Catilines of history—but of the heroes of hu- 
manity, whose acts and names are indissolubly 
associated with the cause of human nature., The 
founders of the North American Republic asso- 
ciated their names with the enduring interests of 
mankind; and while humanity has an altar, or 
freedom a champion, tieir memories will be cher- 
ished. The destroyers of the American Union 
may achieve an immortality as enduring as that 
of its founders; but it will be an immortality of 
ignominy, shame, and dishonor. 

This conspiracy against the unity of the Re- 
public, which, in its development, startles and 
amazes the world by its extent and power, is not 
the work of a day; it is the labor of a generation. 
Nearly thirty years ago the fell spirit of nullifica- 
tion reared its hand againstthe peace of the coun- 
try; but it went down at the bidding of Andrew 
Jackson. Thomas H. Benton, in his Thirty 
Years’ View, tells us that ** Mr. Calhoun,’’ when 
he went home in the spring of 1833, told his friends 
‘*that the South would never be united against 
the North on the tariff question; that the sugar 
interests of Louisiana would keep her out; and 
that the basis of southern union must be shifted 
to the slave question.’’ His associates and disci- 
ples prepared to *‘ force the issue upon the North;”’ 
and that issue was unfaltering fidelity to human 
slavery in America. Andrew Jackson saw with 
the clear vision of patriotism the designs of John 
C. Calhoun and his confederates; and he declared 
that ‘‘ the tariff was only the pretext for disunion, 
and a southern confederacy the real object;”’ that 
‘*the next pretext would be the slavery question ;”’ 
and that ‘‘ Haman’s gallows ought to be the fate 
of all such ambitious men who would involve 
their country in civil war, and all the evils in its 
train, that they might ride and reign on its whirl- 
winds and direct the storm.’? James Madison, 
too, saw through the treasonable designs of the 

reat nullifier; and he wrote to Mr. Clay, in June, 

833, ‘*it is painful to see the unceasing efforts to 
alarm the South by imputations against the North 
of unconstitutional designs on the subject of sla- 
very.”’ And that venerable statesman, in 1836, 


again wrote of ‘‘a susceptibility of the contagion | 


of the heresy of nullification, secession, and dis- 
union in the southern States,’’ and of * the incul- 


cated impression of a permanent incompatibility | 
of interests between the North and the South. | 


‘* He was,”’ says Benton, ‘‘a southern man; but 
his southern home could not blind him to the ori- 


gin, design, and consequences of the slavery agi- | 


tation. He gives to that agitation a southern ori- 
gins to that design a disunion end; to that end 

isastrous consequences to the South and the 
North.” 

_ Thus the slavery agitation, originated and de- 
signed by the baffled nullifiers of 1833, to disrupt 
the Union and establish-a southern confederacy, 
was inaugurated. The Constitution was formed 
for a free people, by statesmen who believed sla- 


very to be an evil which would pass away under | 


the sentiments of mankind and the laws of the 
living God, The nation, by a long series of ag- 
gressive acts, has been forced to accept the the- 
ories, acknowledge the rule, and bear the crush- 
ing burden of the crimes of the slave propagandists. 
The Democracy, which has borne the banner and 
kept step to the music of slave propagandism in 
America, hesitated, paused for a moment, and it 
was rent in twain. The American people, by 
peaceful, legal, and constitutional action, rejected 
its aggressive demands, and the Union 1s im- 
periled. 

But, sir, this wicked plot for the dismember- 
ment of the Confederacy, which has now assumed 
such fearful proportions, was known to some of 
our elder statesmen. Thomas H. Benton ever 
raised his warning voice against the conspirators. 
I can never forget the terrible energy of his de- 
nunciations of the policy and acts of the nullifiers 
and secessionists. During the great Lecompton 
struggle, in the winter of 1858, his house was the 
place of resort of several members of Congress, 
who sovght his counsels, and delighted to listen 
to his opinions. In the last conversation I had 
with him, but a few days before he was prostrated 
by mortal disease, he declared that ‘ the disun- 
ionists had prostituted the Democratic party ’’— 
that ‘‘ they had complete control of the Adminis- 
tration;’’ that ‘these conspirators would flave 
broken up the Union if Colonel Frémont had been 
elected ;’’ that ‘‘ the reason he opposed Frémont’s 
election was, that he knew these men intended to 
destroy the Government, and he did not wish it 
to go to pieces in the hands of a member of his 
family.’’. I expressed some doubt of the extent 
and powerof such a conspiracy to dismember the 
Union, or to seize the Government; to which he 
replied, that “‘he knew their purpose to be a 
southern confederacy ; for efforts were early made 
to enlist him in the wicked scheme;”’ that ‘* so 
long as the people of the North should be content 
to attend to commer:se and manufactures, and ac- 
cept tue policy and rule of the disunionists, they 
would condescend to remain in the Union; but 
should the northern people attempt to exercise 
their just influence in the nation, they would 
attempt to seize the Government, or disrupt the 
Union;”’ but, said he, with terrible emphasis, 
| ‘*God and their own crimes will put them in the 

hands of the people !’’ 

On the 6th of November, nearly two million 
|| of intelligent, patriotic American freemen pro- 
nounced tn favor of restoring the National Gov- 
ernment, now perverted, to the simple, sublime, 
beneficent creed of Republican faith, as illustrated 
by the fathers of the Republic. ‘Their policy 
was,’’ in the words of their chosen leader, ‘‘ the 
policy of the founders of the Government—noth- 
ing more, nothing less.”’ Their offense had that 
extent,no more. But at once there arose from 
defeated factions, the wild, passionate, unreason- 
ing cry of defiance and resistance. South Caro- 
|| lina, trained for thirty years in the school of nul- 
lifiation, secession, and disunion, hastened to rear 
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aloft her Palmetto banner of revolt. Lured on 
by her fatal example, fired by her reckless auda- 
city, six of her sisters have followed her lead into 
revolution, it may be, into the fire and blood of 
civil war. Their “dreary catalogue” of griev- 
ances, as the Senator from Louisiana [Mr.Bensa- 
min) designates their pitiful, were excuses 
and justifi®ations for causeless rebellion, are but 
vituperative and accusatory phrases against sister 
States. Well may the London Times say of this 
“dreary catalogue”? of South Carolina: ‘The 
hollowness of her cause is seen beneath all the pomp 
of her labored denunciation; and surely to her, if to 
any community of modern days, may be applied the 
words of the Hebrew prophet, ‘awonderful and hor- 
rible thing is committed in the land. The prophets 
prophesy falsely, and my people love to have it so.’”’ 

The prophets of secession and disunion have 
indeed prophesied falsely, and the people of the 
South seem to love to have itso. Yearafter year 
these prophets, whose element is mischief, have 
persistently accused the people of the North of 
entertaining the sentiment of bitter, unreasoning, 
malignant hate towards the South. They and 
their northern allies have stigmatized the ever 
loyal men of the North, who cling to the faith of 
the fathers, as the unrelenting enemies of the 
southern ee and that too credulous people 
have come to believe the wicked accusation. Often 
have we in these Chambers been forced to listen, 
with aching hearts and wounded spirits, to the | 
cruel accusation that the Christian people we rep- 
resent ‘*hate”’ their countrymen of the South, 
During the present session this accusation has | 
often been made in these Chambers. The impuls- | 
ive Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] de- | 
clared that we—the people of the free States— | 
hated the people of the South; and he would have | 
it so in spite of the genial smiles and soft words | 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hace. 
The implacable Senator from Alabama, [Mr. | 
Cxiar) pronounced us of the North “ the most bit- | 
ter, relentless, and vindictive enemies on earth.”’ | 
The Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who | 
has received the greetings of the people of Mas- | 
sachusetts, regards the result of the late election | 
as an evidence of our hostile feelings towards his 
section. I was pained to hear the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] who has received, 
during the past two years, so many evidences of 
respect and of kindness from the people of my 
own New England, say that the harshness of our 
figurative language was an evidence of the bitter- 
ness of our hatred. 

In the Halls of Congress, in the public jour- 
nals, before the pee le, everywhere—the Chris- 
tian people of the North are accused of hatred 
i their countrymen of the South, and these 
oft repeated accusations have penetrated the ears 
and fired the hearts of the men of the South to 
madness. The people of Massachusetts, of New 
England, of the Korth, hate not their countrymen 
of the South. I know Massachusetts; I know 
something of the sentiments and feeling of her peo- 
ple. During the past fifteen years, I have trav- 
ersed every portion of the State, from the sands 
of the capes to the hills of Berkshire; spoken in 
nearly every town, sat at the tables and slept be- 
neath the roofs of her people. Around those tables 
and beneath those roofs I have heard prayers to 
Almighty God for blessing on slave and on mas- 
ter, From thousands of Christian homes in Mas- 
sachusetts, New England, the North, tens of thou- 
sands of men and women daily implore God’s 
blessing upon the whole country—upon the poor 
slave and his proud master. Around the firesides 
of the liberty-loving, God-fearing families of Mas- 
sachusetts, | have often heard the men, stigma- 
tized as ‘* malignant, unrelenting enemies of the 
people of the Seath,’’ on their bended knees, with 
open Bible, implore the protection and blessing of 
Almighty God upon both master and slave, upon 
the people of the whole country. Gentlemen of 
the South visiting Massachusetts on pleasure or 
business, are ever treated by all her people with 
considerate kindness and fraternal regard. The 

ublic men of the South are ever welcomed to 

assachusetts; treated with courtesy by all, and 
sometimes with ‘‘ complimentary flunkeyism ”’ 
by the few. I assert, positively, without hes- 
itation or qualification, that the people of Mas- 
sachusetts, ay, of New England, manifest more 
kindness and courtesy towards their fellow-coun- 
trymen of the South, sojourning among them, 


| 
| 
| 
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than they do towards their fellow-countrymen of 
the central States and of the West. ancey, 
Henry, Hilliard, and other distinguished*sons of 
the South were, during the late canvass, listened 
to in New England with attention and the utmost 
courtesy, and that, too, when quiet citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts were, in portions of the South, sub- 
jected to the greatest indignities. 

Sir, during the past seven years I have traversed 
more than eighty thousand miles of seventeen 
States, delivered more than four hundred ad- 
dresses, looked into the faces of hundreds of thou- 
sands of the people, sat with them at their tables, 
slept beneath their roofs, listened to their words, 
and what I have said of the people of Massachu- 
setts I can say of the people of New England and 
the North. acing the late canvass I attended 
nearly one hundred public meetings in the North, 
saw hundreds of thousands of people, and heard 
many addresses by others. I have often dis- 
claimed, for myself and for the people of the, 
North, any feelings of hostility towards our breth- 
ren of the South, a ave heard other speakers 
do the same, and evef¥where the people unani- 
mously and enthusiastically applauded the senti- 
ment. All over the free States, the Republican 
speakers, while firmly averring their determina- 
tion to use all constitutional and legal means to 
arrest the extension of slavery, disclaimed for the 
Republican party all feelings of hostility towards 
the people of the South, and everywhere the whole 
people heartily applauded the sentiment. Not 
one, no, not one in a thousand of the men who 
voted for Abraham Lincoln, cherishes in his heart 
a feeling of hatred towards the South, or the wish 
to put the brand of inequality or degradation upon 
the brow of his countrymen of that section of the 
Union. They would as generously contribute of 
their treasure, they would as freely pour out their 





] || blood, for the defense of the South as they would 


for the protection of their own northern homes. 
Believers in that Christianity which unites all men 
as brethren, which mukes man unutterably dear 
to his fellow-man, which impels its disciples to 
raise the fallen, and to labor for the elevation of 
the poor and the lowly of the children of men, 
om oppose the wrong, yet hate not the wrong- 
oer. 

Senators and Representatives, popular orators 
and public journals, are swift to single out for 
reproach and rebuke New England, and especially 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. This, sir, 
is not the first time in her history that Massachu- 
setts has drawn upon herself reproach and rebuke 
for unbending adherence to the rights of human 
nature. In the days of her colonial existence, her 
unshrinking devotion to the rights of mankind, 
often drew upon her the censuré of the pliant sup- 
porters of the British Crown; but the world now 
quotes and commends her inspiring example. 
Now her abhorrence of human slavery brings 
upon her the condemnation of its advocates and 
apologists, but the hour will yet come inthe march 
of time, when her unwavering fidelity to an un- 
= cause, in spite of obloquy and reproach, 
will be a source of inspiration to men strugglin 
to recover lost rights. Massachusetts clings wit 
the tenacity of profound conviction to thé teach- 
ings of her own illustrious sons. She was taught 
by Benjamin Franklin that ‘slavery is an atro- 
cious debasement of human nature;’’ by John 
Adams that ‘consenting to slavery is a sacri- 
legious breach of trust;’’ by John Quincy Adams 
that “slavery taints the very sources of moral 
principle’’—* establishes false estimates of virtue 
and vice;”’ by Daniel Webster that * it is a con- 
tinual and permanent violation of human rights” 
—‘‘ opposed to the whole spirit of the Gospel, 
and to the teachings of Jesus Chris:;” by Wil- 
liam Ellery Channing that * to extend and per- 
petuate the evil, we cut ourselves off from the 
communion of nations; we sink below the civili- 
zation of our age; we invite the scorn, indignation, 
and abhorrence of the world.’? Massachusetts 
cannot forget or repudiate these words of her im- 
mortal sons. Enemies may censure her fidelity, 
timid friends may chide her zeal, but she moves 
on, right on, assured, confident—conscious she 
**has the future grand and great—the safe appeal 
of truth to time. 

Men who are embing freedom’s > 
this age in republican America, may level their 
taunts and gibes at Massachusetts; but she will 
continue to have unfaltering faith in the convic- 
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tion that human slavery is acrime against 

ity. She opens God’s Holy Word and then 
perative injunction of inspiration—break al 
yoke, undo the heavy burden, let the oppreasey 
go free—flash upon her vision. She gazes j 
the graves of pérished nations, sees that dave 0 
poisoned their national life, hastened t . 
decline, fall. She reads in the brilliant pa es of 
Bancroft, ‘it is a er charge the a 
tation of Italy upon the barbarians, The sd 
Roman plantations tilled by slaves’ labor were eB 
ruin. Slavery had effected the decline of the Ro 
man people, and had wasted the land before 4 
Scythian ora Scandinavian had crossed the Alps 


heir decay, 


|| Slavery had destroyed the democracy; had gd. 


stroyed thearistoeracy; had destroyed the empir:. 
and at last it left the traces of its ruinous powe; 
deeply furrowed on the face of nature itself,’ g),, 
also reads in Gurowski’s Slavery in History. 
that ‘it was domestic slavery, single-hand:j 
which did the work for Greece, and particular|y 
in Sparta and Athens. Domestic slavery vo 
vated the nation and made it an easy préy to for. 
eign conquest. Itconverted into a putrescent mags 
the once great and brilliant Grecian world,” |, 
the pages of poets, philosophers, philanthropists 
jurists, statesmen, of the ages of the might dead 
of both hemispheres—of Plato, Socrates, Moy. 
esquieu, Burke, Fox, Pitt, Wilberforce, Hum. 
boldt, Washington, and Jefferson—Massachy. 
setts finds testimonies which deepen her conyic. 
tions and quicken her zeal against slavery expay. 
sion and domination in America. 

The distinguishing opinion of Massachusetis 
concerning slavery in America is often flippantly 
branded in these Halls, as wild, passionate, yy. 
reasoning fanaticism. Senators of the South! tel) 
me, I pray you tell me, if it be fanaticism for Mas. 
sachusetts to see in this age, what your peerless 
Washington saw in his age—* the direful effects 
of slavery?’’ Is it fanaticism for Massachusetts to 
believe as your Henry believed, that“ slavery js 
as repugnant to humanity as it isinconsistent with 
the Bible, and desiructive to liberty ?’’ Is it fana:- 
icism for her to believe as your Madison believed, 
that ‘slavery isa dreadful calamity?’’ Isit fana:- 
icism for her to believe with your Monroe, that 
‘* slaverg has preyed upon the vitals of the Union 
and has been prejudicial to all the States in which it 
hasexisted?’’ Isit fanaticism for her to believe with 
your Martin, that ‘slavery lessens the sense of 
the equal rights of mankind, and habituates us to 
tyranny and oppression?’’ Is it fanaticism for her 
to believe with your Pinckney, that ‘it will one 
day destroy the reverence for Testy, which is the 
vital principle of a Republic?” Is it fanaticism for 
her to believe with your Henry Clay, that “ sla- 
very is a wrong, a grievous wropg, no contin- 
gency can make it right?’’ Surely Senators who 
are wont to accuse Massachusetts of being drunk 
with fanaticism, should not forget that the noblest 
men the South has given to the service of the Re- 
public, in peace and in war, were her teachers. 

Massachusetts, in her heart of hearts, loves |i)- 
erty—loathes slavery. I glory in her sentiments; 
for the heart of our common humanity is throb- 
bing in sympathy with her opinions. But she is 
not unmindful of her constitutional duties, to her 
obligations to the Union and to her sister States. 
Up to the verge of constitutional power she wil! 

in maintenance of her cherished convictions; 

ut she has not shrunk, and she does not mean 
to shrink, from the performance of her obligs- 
tions as a member of this Confederation of con- 
stellated States. She has never sought, she does 
not seek, to encroach, by her own acts or by the 
action of the Federal Government, upon the con- 
stitutional rights of her sister States. Jealous of 
her own rights, she will respect the rights 0! 
others, Claiming the power to control her own 
domestic policy, she freely accords that power ' 
her sister States. Conceding the rights of others, 
she demands her own. Loyal to the Union, she 

demands loyalty in others. Here, and now, 
demand of her accusers that they file their bill of 
aeteren, and produce the proofs of their 
epeees, or forever hold their peace. 

usetts proposed, either by State 

or Federal action, to interfere directly or indirect!y 
with slavery in the States? Never. Her colored 
seamenare arrested and imprisoned for no offense 
under ‘the laws of South Carolina—lawg which 
Judge Johnson and William Wirt pronounced un 
constitutienal—and that State has made it a pen! 





1861 


a 
judicia 
fered wi 
The shi 
the laws 
for each 
ginia? , 
are ofte 
arrested 
in peril. 
to inter! 
States? 
before | 
hand u 
Him w 
pesed, 
to prop 
tutional 
But ¢ 
sachust 
designe 
tion 
from 8¢ 
dence ¢ 
doubtfi 
ions; t 
wealth 
no evid 
to evad 
intende 
tion. J 
convict! 
conflic 
the Un 
ims of 
has de 
that it 
before 
puts ir 
erties” 
it is he 
believ: 
it was 
inhabi 
the C 
has ev 
dicial] 
been | 
degree 
slavel 
shoul 
if in 
afford 
mista’ 
could 
fugiti 
comn 
stitut 
peopl 
unde 
act o 
ica h 
nor d 
be je 
of tir 
Ne 
more 
spire 
ernn 
Ben. 
his © 


ne 
s¢ 
lot 
ov 
equi 


Pro 
His 






Ifo 


ite 


se 
ch 
in 

ni- 





1861. 


-ary offense to defend their legal rights in the 
. sciat tribanals. Has Massachusetts ever inter- 
tered with the rights of South Carolina? Never. 


The ships of Massachusetts are searched under 


the laws of Virginia, and made to pay fivedollars || 


for each illegal visitation, Has she wronged po ¥ 
ginia? Never. Her sons, sojourning in the South, 
are often subjected to insults and indignities— 
arrested, imprisoned, banished, end their lives put 
in peril. Has she proposed, does she propose, 
to interfere with the legal rights of those offending 
States? No,sir,no. In the face of the country, 
before the nations, Massachusetts can lay her 
hand upon God’s Holy Word, and declare by 
Him wholiveth evermore, that she has never pro- 
pesed, does not now propose, and never intends 
to propose to interfere with the legal and consti- 
tutional rights of the southern States. 

But gentlemen of the South tell me that Mas- 
sachusetts has a personal liberty law; that it is 
designed to defeat the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion gpncerning the rendition of fugitive slaves 
from Tecstati that it is unconstitutional—an evi- 
dence of her hostility. Sir, this law may be of 
doubtful constitutionality in some of its provis- 
ions; the profoundest jurists of the Common- 
wealth differ in opinion upon that issue, but it is 
no evidence of her hostility—it was not designed 
to evade her constitutional obligations, nor was it 
intended to defeat the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. Massachusetts, sir, entertains the profound 
conviction that your fugitive slave act of 1850 


conflicts with provisions of the Constitution of | 


the United States; that it disregards those max- 
ims of the common law which the wisdom of ages 
has devised for the security of personal liberty; 
that it degrades man and dishonors the nation 
before the Christian and civilized world; that it 
puts in extreme peril the security, peace, and lib- 
erties of her colored inhabitants. She feels that 


itis harsh, cruel, inhuman, and unchristian. So \| 
believing, she enacted this personal liberty law; | 


it was designed to afford protection to her own 
inhabitants; to be also in perfect harmony with 
the Constitution of the United States. No case 
has ever arisen under the act; it has not been ju- 
dicially interpreted; its constitutionality has not 
been decided upon; nor has it in the slightest 
degree worked the injury of the people of the 
slaveholding States. If unconstitutional it would, 
should a case arise under it, work them no harm; 
if in harmony with the Constitution, it would 
afford protection to hercolored inhabitants against 
mistakes, hasty or corrupt scaneniiensatiten it 
could hardly work injury to the claimant of a real 
fugitive from service. Sraaetaieiaden sought, in 
common with several of her sister States, by con- 
stitutional and legal action, to protect her own 
people against the abuses which might grow up 
under the summary proceedings of the arbitrary 
act of 1850. The right of noslaveholder in Amer- 
ica has been put in jeopardy by its enactment; 
nor do I believe it possible that + rights could 
be jeopardized should the act continue to theend 
of time upon her statute-book. 

None, Mr. President, have entered the lists with 
more zeal in vindication of the treasonable con- 


spiracy for the subversion of the national Gov- | 


ernment than the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Bensamin.] His bearings the tone of his voice, 
his words, all. gave evidence that the spark of 
atriotism, if it ever existed, was extinct in his 
som; that his heart was in this foul and wicked 
ee to dismember the Union, to overthrow the 
overnment of his adopted country, which gives 
equality of rights even to that race that stoned 
Prophets and crucified the Redeemer of the World. 
His zeal in the cause of treason to the Union so 
perverted and blinded his reason as to destroy the 
distinction between truth and error. Surely this 
zeal made him outrun his discretion, or even he 
would not have been so reckless as to have at- 
tempted here in this presence to torture the words 
of James Madison, Daniel Webster, and John 
Quincy Adams, into the support of this wicked 
dogma of secessibn—a dogma “ intellectually,” 
in the words of Rufus Choate concerning nullifi- 
cation, ‘* the most contemptible in the whole his- 
“— of human opinion.”’ To his glittering rhetor- 
ical assumptions and perversions the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. Baker] replied; and I know not, sir, 
when [ have witnessed such a merciless exposure 
of Old Bailey attorney assumptions and perver- 


sions. The Senator from Louisiana was ept in 
+ 


| 


the face of the Senate for hours in a perpetual state 
of excuse and justification, qualification and re- 
| traction. Under the pressure of the searching 
| arguments of the Senator from Oregon, the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana wriggled and retreated from 
| position to position, made the fatal admission that 

the national Government had not interfered with 
|| the right of the States, and that the States, as 
| States, could not do so. Under the torture of the 
| exposure of his sophistical assumptions, asser- 
tions, and perversions, the Senator from Loujsi- 











}; ana lost his temper, made a passionate assault 
upon Governor Andrew, the people of Massa- 
chusetts, and her Senators upon this floor. His 
passion acted upon his brain, as his zeal in the 

|| work of treason had done; so he invented his facts 

|| to sustain his assertions. 

The Senator declared that a body of armed 

i men entered Virginia, murdered inhabitants; that 

‘| a man was found in Massachusetts who declared 

|| that the invasion was right, that he approved of 

| it; that the people of Massachusetts, by an enor- 

} mous majority, the fact of that man’s action placed 

| before the people as a ground why he should be 

|| elected Governor, elected him Governor, indorsed 
the invasion of a sister State, indorsed the mur- 
| der of the people of Virginia at dead of night. 
|| These reckless assertions have not the semblance 
| of truth in them; they are the coinage of political 

perversions and malignity. Governor Andrew 


| never said the invasion of Virginia was right; 
| never approved of it. Never! never! Here, in 
| the Capitol, before the Senate investigating com- 
mittee, under all the responsibilities of an oath, 
Governor Andrew said: ‘*1 had no sympathy 
with his peculiar conduct, touching which he was 
then indicted. I felt injured by that personally 
as a Republican.”’ 
| other gentleman with whom I agree or act, that 
| the transactions of Captain Brown, at Harper’s 





} 

\| Ferry, would be deemed justifiable; nor would 
|| any such attempt, made or contemplated, receive 
|| our sympathy.’? The Republicanational con- 
vention, at Chicago, unanimously declared that 
| ‘*we denounce the lawless invasion by armed 

| 

| 


force, of the soil of any State or Territory, no 


vention, supporicd this resolution; it was indorsed 
unanimously by the Republican conventions and 
assemblages, and by the press in Massachusetts. 


matter under what pretext, as the gravest of | 
crimes.’’ Mr. Andrew.was a member of the con- 


Mr. Andrew’s sworn declarations of want of sym- 
pathy with John Brown, or of his approval of his 
raid upon Virginia, were scattered broadcast over 
the State ; he addressed the people in every portion 
of the Commonwealth, and his opinions were 


upon the Republicans, upon the fair fame of 
Massachusetts, to charge him, or them, or her, 
with indorsing the invasion of Virginia by John 
Brown. 

The Senator from Louisiana made the charge 
against the people of Massachusetts in their col- 
lective capacity that they had sent Senators upon 

|| this floor whose only business has been for years 
}| to insult the people of the South, to call them. 
| ‘* thieves and murderers;’’ and because the Sena- 


well known to the people. Sir, here, and now, 
| I pronounce it a libel upon Governor Andrew, 


tors did this, that Massachusetts sent them back 
here to repeat the wrong. Sir, there is not a sem- 
blance of truth in this venomous and malignant 
accusation. During the past seventeen years, 
in the public journals, before the people, in legis- 
lative halls, | have discussed the mighty issues 
growing out of the slavery question; but never 
have I, sir, charged the people of the South, in 
their collective capacity, with being ** thieves and 
murderers.’’ Never; no, never. The speeches of 
my colleague have been read in our own and in 
other lands; some of them reprinted in the Old 
World; read where the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana was never heard, unless he had the 
goed fortune to be noticed by my colleague; and 

challenge any man to find in those speeches the 
accusation that the people of the South are ** mur- 
derers and thieves.’? This foul calumny against 
the people of Massachusetts, against her Gov- 
ernor and her Senators in this Chamber is what 
the most adroit, plausible, and skillful of all the 
leaders in the ak of secession has to give to the 


Senate, the country, and the world for leavin || ness of freedom, virtue, an 


this Hall, and raising the treasonable banner o 
revolt against his country. Is not this a pitiable 
position’ It was the remark of Lord Chatham 


** Nor do I believe of any || 








ee 
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that ‘* that condition was indeed pitiable wherein 
it was necessary to be contemptible.’’ 

In other days, when Adams, Webster, Davis, 
Everett, Cushing, Choate, Winthrop, Mann, Ran- 
toul, and their associates graced these Chambers, 
Massachusetts was then, as she is now, the ob- 
ject of animadversion and assault, I have some- 
times thought, Mr, President, that these continual 
assaults upon the-Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts were prompted—not by her faults, but by 
her virtues rather—not by the sense of justice, 
but by the spirit of envy and jealousy and un- 
charitableness.. Unawed, however, by censure or 
menaces, she continues to move right on, upward 
and onward, to the accomplishment of her high 
destimes. She is but a speck, a mere patch om the 
surface of America, hardly more ‘than one four- 
hundredth part of the territory of the Republic, 
with a rugged soil and still more rugged clime. 
But on that little spot of the globe is a Common- 
wealth where common consent is recognized as 
the only just basis of fundamental law, and per- 
sonal freedom is secured in its completest indi- 
viduality, In that Commonwealth are one and 
a quarter million of freemen, with skilled hand 
and cultivated brain, with $900,000,000 of taxa- 
ble wealth, and an annual productive industry ot 
$350,000,000—with mechanic arts and manufac- 
tures on every streamlet, and commerce on the 
waves of all the seas—with institutions of moral 
and mental culture open to all, and art, science, 





| and literature illustrated by glorious names—with 





j 


| 


kenevolent institutions for the sonsand daughters 
of misfortune and poverty, and charities for hu- 
manity the wide world over. The heart, the soul, 
the reason of Massachusetts send up perpetual 
aspirations for the unity, indivisibility, and eter- 
nity of the North American Republic; but if it 
shall be rent, torn, dissevered, she will not lose 
her faith in God and humanity, she will not go 
down with the falling fortunes of her country 
without making a struggle to preserve and per- 
petuate free institutions. So long as the ocean 
shall roll at her feet, so long as God shall send 
her health-giving breezes and sunshine and rain, 
she will endeavor to illustrate, in the future as in 
the past, the daily beauty of freedom secured and 
protected by law. 
Honorable Senators tell us that unless we of 
the North change our sentiments, they cannot 
continue in the Union, no matter what guarantees 
are incorporated into the fundamental law. The 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Green} distinctly 
enunciated this sentiment, and other Senators have 
‘assumed this position. We Republicans are ar- 
raigned by Senators for having embodied in our 
pao of prneaise the sublime creed of the 
eclaration of Independence. Yes, sir, in this, 
the eighty-fifth year of the independence of the 
United States,a great political party is arraigned, 
in these council chambers of the Republic for 
proclaiming its faith in the self-evident truths of 
the Declaration of American Independence. The 
Republican party, we are told, is a dangerous 
political organization, its success a cause of of- 
fense, just‘fying secession and rebellion, and the 
formation of a southern confederacy. And the 
head and front of its offending is its avowal, that 
the sublime creed proclaimed by our fathers amid 
the storms of battle, that *‘all men are created 
equal, and havean inalienable right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness,’’is to them a living 
faith. bur fathers and the world thought not so. 
‘*The new Republic,’’ says the brilliant Ban- 
croft, ‘‘as it took its place among the Powers of 
the world, proclaimed. ite faith in the truth and 
reality and unchangeableness of freedom, virtue, 
and right. The heart of Jefferson, in writing the 
Declaration, and of Congress in adopting it, beat 
for all humanity; the assertion of right was made 
for the entire world of mankind, and all coming 
generations,”’ ‘**Put forth in the name of the 
ascendent people’ it made the ‘ circuitof the world,’ 
‘and the astonished nations, as they read that all 
men are created equal, started out of their Jetharg 
like those who have been exiled from childhood, 
when they suddenly hear the dimly remembered 
accents of their mother tongue.’’’ Now it is an 
offense in republican America to avow a living 
faith in ** the truth and reality and unchangeabie- 
right.”? Sir, what 
would have been the reflectionswf Jefferson and 
Pranklin and Adams and their immorta! com- 
peers, who pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
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their sacred honor in support of this Declaration, | speeches, he has hardly come up to the promised 
which started the astonished nations from their || position. Underneath all his vaunting professions 
lethargy; and of Washington and his brave com- +} of readiness to ignore party creeds and platforms, 
rades, who upheld it on the perilous ridges of and to know nothing but the Union, the Senator 
battle, could they have foreseen that in less than || discloses his eagerness to join in the reconstruc- 
one century, it would be a cause of offense, justi- || tion of the broken ranks of the Demagcracy, and 
fying the dismemberment of the Republic, for a | his readiness to avail himself of passing events 
successful political party to avow its faith in the || to achieve the desired object. To that end he is 
declaration of rights, for which they were giving | evidently quite ready, perhaps quite anxious to 
their treasure and toil, and pouring out their blood || surrender his ‘great prineiple.”” He cannot, 
likeautumnal rains? Surely slavery has * lessened || therefore, fully appreciate the motives and action 
the sense of the equal rights of mankind,’ and | of those who are Jess facile than himself. 
** destroyed that reverence for liberty which is the The Senator from Illinois brings against us of 
vital priffcipal of a Republic,’’ when it is made an || the Republican party the accusation that, after 
| 





! 
} 


offense in America to avow faith in the creed of || having brought the country to the verge of de- 
the founders of the Republic. struction, we will not accept the compromise 

The Senator from Texas [Mr. Wicratt] gra- || measures of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
ciously assures us of the North that if we will || Crirrenpen,] and are, therefore, notwithstanding 
suppress our pulpits, and schools, and presses, || our professions, not devoted to the perpetuity of 
which teach our people that slavery is a wrong, || the Union. Sir, 1 do not understand what the 
ap recognize the a peters of property in the || Senator means by these accusations against us of 
bodies and souls of men, then they will conde- | having brought the country to the verge of de- 
scend to take into consideration the question of || struction, and of not being faithful to the Union. 
continuing in the Union. The Senator dreams of | We did not at Charleston or Baltimore plot the 
northern campaigns—of going into winter quar- || disruption of the Democratic party, as the first 
ters at the Continental otel, in Philadelphia, || step to disunion, nor secretly plot the dismem- 
the Fifth Avenue House, in New York, and the {| berment of the Confederacy or the seizure of the 
Revere House, in Boston. He talks of dictating | 
a treaty of peace in Faneuil Hall, on Plymouth 
Rock,orat Bunker Hill. That Senator evidently 
has little faith in the capacities of the North fora 
contest of arms, should it come upon us, while 
he magnifies the power of the South. Sons, who 
bear the names and inherit the blood of an ances- 
try that rose at the sound of the alarm gun on the 
morn of the Revolution, and followed the flag of | 
independence over stricken fields to the crowning | 
giotiee of Yorktown; who crossed bayonets with 

ritish veterans on the bloody heights of Lun- 
dy’s Lane, and covered your youthful Navy with 
renown on ocean and on lake, are not ** less val- 
iant than the virgin in the night, and skilless as 
unpracticed infancy.’’ We freely concede the 
bravery of our countrymen of the South; and we 
do so in spite of their gasconade and boastful 
vauntings of chivalric courage. We of the North 
are quite confident we are as strong of arm, as 
skilled of hand, and as fleet of foot as are our 
more boastful countrymen of the sunny South; 
that we can endure toil and cold and hunger as 
well as they; and I am sure the Senator from 
Texas will admit we can endure thirst quite as 
well as they. 

But the Senator from Texas tells us that money 
is the sinew of war; that we of the North have no 
money; that they gather gold in hundreds of mil- 
lions from the stalk of the cotton plant. They || most fatal to the repose of the country, if not to 
send the negro, he says, to the field; he gathers || the integrity of the Union and the authority of 
cotton from the stalk, brings it to the gin-house, || the Government. Whether his task be self-im- 
puts it through the necessary process, and rolls || posed or whether it be imposed upon him by 
out a bale of five ten dollar gold pieces. Butthe || others, he has stood forth, day by day, not to 
Senator did not tell us that it might have cost six || sustain the Constitution, the Valen, and the en- 
ten dollar gold pieces to get this bale of five ten | forcement of the laws; not*to rebuke seditious 
dollar gold pieces. The Senator seems to belong || words and treasonable acts; but to demand the 
to that class of political economists that never | incorporation into the organic law of the nation, 
count the cost of maintaining ‘* King Cotton.’’ 1.) ofirrepealable, degrading, and humiliating conces- 
would remind the Senator that we of the North || sions to the dark spirit of slavery. Had the ac- 
take this bale of cotton the negro picks, and pay | knowledged chiefs of secession, or their northern 
the five ten dollar gold pieces, stamp upon it our | confederates, put forth these demands for conces- 
skill, art, civilization, send it back, and they of || sions to slavery, they would have been promptly 
the South promise to give five bales of the next | and indignantly rejected by the people of the 
crop for it; but I regret to say, sir, we are often | North. Put forth in the honored name of the ven- 
forced to take fewer than are promised. I would | erable Senator from Kentucky, they have received 
remind the boastful Senator that the people of the i support enough to encourage the secessionists in 
cotton confederacy are in debt to the amount of I their demands for concessions which can never, 
millions; that they are not paying fifty cents on || no, never, be made by the freemen of the North. 
the dollar of their indebtedness; that the proceeds || The almost certain rejection of these propositions 
of the last cotton crop will not extinguish that in- || by the North, the secessionists are using to de- 
debtedness. I would remind the Senator who || ceive the ms of the South concerning the sen- 
tells us we of the North have no money—that || timents of the people of the free States, and to lead 
they ‘atk it by millions from the stalk of the cot- | them into secession and disunion. The ancient 
ton plant—that the working men of Massachu- || philosopher thought he could move the world, if 
setts, gentlemen of the South predicted would be || he could find a fulcrum for his lever; the seces- 
in a state of starvation and insurrection ere this, || sionists seem to act as if they had found a fuleram 
have on deposit, in the savings banks alone, || for their disunion lever in the proposition of the 
$45,000,000—millions more than are deposited in || Senator from Kentucky, which, in bitter irony, 
all the banks of the seven seceding States by mer- || is called a compromise. 
chants, bankers, planters, and all classes of their | The Senator proposes to amend the Constitu- 
people, tion so as to provide that * in all the territory now 

he Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dove1as] os- '| held or hereafter acquired situate north of latitude 
tentatiously assumes to rise above parties and | 36° 30’, slavery or involuntary servitude is pro- 
party creeds and platforms, up to the level of the || hibited; and in all territory now held or hereafter 
occasion. I commend his avowed purpose; but || acquired south of that line of latitude, slavery shall 
Iam constrained to say, after listening to his 


Government. We have not been in complicity 
with secessionists, chaffering for the postpone- 
ment of rebellion until after the 4th of March. 
Nor have we sat in the councils of the Executive, 
conspiring with plotters of rebellions, ruining the 
credit of the country, converting the War Office 
into an organization for robbing the public Treas- 
ury, swindling the people, and betraying the 
country—its forts, arms, arsenals, ships—into 
the hands of disloyal men. No, sir; no. We 
have violated no law, human or divine—performed 
no acts not sanctioned by law, humanity, and re- 
ligion. Whatever may be the issue of this wicked, 
causeless revolt against the Government, we are 
ready to abide the judgment of liberty-loving, 
law-abiding men of the present and of coming 
ages. 

“The venerable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CrirTENDEN] comes forward with his plan of ad- 
justment; he stands forth asa pacificator, com- 
missioned to compromise and adjust pending is- 
sues, to give repose to the distracted courtry. I 
most cheerfully accord to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky purity of motive and patriotic intentions 
and purposes While I believe every pulsation 
of his heart throbs for the unity and perpetuity of 
the Republic; while I cherish for him sentiments 
of sincere respect and regard, I am constrained 
to say, here and now, that his policy has been 
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| to the demands of slave propagandism. 
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by the Territorial Legislature during its ter, 

rial existence.’’ This, sir, is calleda comprom; 

of the slavery question in the Territones on he 
United States! Acompromise! A compro the 
of the slavery question in the Territories ! oy 
sir, a cheat, a delusion, a snare. It is an an zy 
ified concession, a complete surrender of al] > 
tical issues concerning slavery in the Tertitoric, 


Sir, the leaders of slavery propagandj 
ing fixed their hungry eyes on ike ien, = 
Central America, * for the planting ’’—in the word 
of the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Browy)_ 
‘and spreading of slavery,” demanded of jj, 
Democratic party the recognition of slaves a, 
ponyen Se right to take such property into th, 

erritories of the United States, and have it pro- 


| tected by positive law. These far-seeing leado,, 


of slave propagandism were not fighting fo; , 
mere abstraction, for the simple recognition of 5 
favorite theory of constitutional constzuctioy 
They were practical statesmen. They saw wi) 
clear vision that the mighty currents of adyano. 
ing civilization were bearing them away from j}, 
Territories of the Northwest. They am that 
no recognition of slaves as property, no protes. 
tion of slaves as property, by positive law, cou\d 
permanently stamp the institution on the terr;. 
tory north of 36° 30', on Dakota, Nebrask, 
Colorado, Utah, Nevada,and Washington, They 
saw, as we saw, that the great struggle betwee) 
freedom and slavery in Kansas, in which freedom, 
had won, was a battle not only for Kansas, }y; 
for the Territories north and west of its souther) 
boundary. They were contending not for the 
Territories north of 36° 30’, but for the Indian 
country, New Mexico, Arizona, and portions of 
Mexico and Central America. “They went into 
the national convention of the Democracy, at 
Charleston, made their demands, were denicd, 
and they disrupted the Democratic party. That 
sorioaal convention reassembled at Baltimore, 
and again the Democracy, under the lead of the 
Senator from Illinois, rejected their demand, and 
they disrupted the party, resolved to secure the 
recognition of their dogma of slavery protection 
or destroy the Democratic party, secede from the 
Union, establish a southern confederacy, absorb 
Mexico and Central America, and found a mag- 
nificent slaveholding empire. ; 
The appeal was made to the country, and the 
American peopie, fully comprehending the practi- 
eal issues, gave a majority of two and half million 
against the recognition and protection of slavery 
in the Territories, by positive law. Beaten igno- 
miniously before the people, the slave propagand- 
ists rush into rebellion, threaten the subversion 
of the Government; and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, under these treasonable menaces, comes 
into the Senate of the United States and proposes 
to put into the Constitution, beyond all power of 
change, the practical issue made by these slave 
propagandists; and the Senator from Illinois ac- 
cepts the proposition which he rejected at the cost 
of the unity of his party last June, and charges 
the Republicans, who cannot so readily change 
their principles, with want of devotion to the 
Union. The Republicans saw, when they were 
fighting the great battle for the freedom of Kan- 
sas, that it was a battle for all the territory west 
and north of it. When the victory was won, they 
comprehended its magnitude. They did not fight 
the battle of 1860 for the Territories north of 3693", 
although they knew the moral power of victory 
would make assurance doubly sure, and that, too, 
without further legislation. Confident of assured 
success, they are now organizing Colorado, Dako- 
ta, and Nevada, without slavery prohibition. The 
Republicans, like the slave extensionists, foug!' 
the battle of 1860 for the Indian country, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and territory which might here- 
after be acquired in Mexico and Central Amercs. 
The Senator from Kentucky, sustained by the 
Senator from Illinois, now proposes to prohibit 
ony in territory where it has been practically 
excluded by the victory of freedom in Kansas, !" 
territory where no one is attempting its prohi0l- 
tion; and to nize and protect it in all the ter- 
ritory south of the line of 36° 30’, in all the terri- 
involved in the great contest of Jast autumn. 
ir, the Senator from Kentucky, not content 
obtain the recognition and tection of slavery 
in the existing territory south of the line of ©56 


be recognized as existing, and shall be protected || 30’, hastened to accept the amendmpnt moved by 
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ri alae torecognizeand pro- || very, ‘so long as it exists in Virginia.” Sir, || tle-fields of the Revolution, Of this black regi- 
_ hiseolleague, (My. Pov ereaher saannel in Mex- this proposition is monstrous, an indignity and || ment, Tristam Burgess said in the House of Rep- 
‘the a Central America. ‘The chosen leader of || insult to the people of the United States; ay, to || resentatives, in 1828, that “no braver men met 
Nise os wo of slavery protection in the Territories, |) the propia of this District, too. the enemy in battle;’* and Governor Eustis, of 
tis iM piel athets in his letter to the Governor The Senator from Kentucky, seconded by the || Massachusetts, Secretary of War under Jeffer- 
ual. c Kentucky declares that the protection of sla- Senator from Illinois, propgses to incorporate in || son, said of them in 1820, ‘they discharged their 
rac. pie in all territory hereafter acquired ‘‘ is vital’’ || the Constitution a rovision that ‘the elective || duty with zeal and fidelity; the gallant defense of : 
Ties “a “the southern States cannot afford to be franchise shall not be exercised by any persons | Red Bank, in which the black regiment bore a part, a 
shut off from all possibility of extension toward || of the African race, in whole or in part.”” Why, is among the proofs of their va or”? Arnold, in 4b 
lay. he tropics.’’ Acting upon this theory, the Sen- || sir, is this proposition of disfranchisement now || his admirable history of Rhode Island, pays this A 
and abe by direct vote, has putinto this proposed con- || made? Who demands it? What is to be gained noble tribute to the conduct of this regiment in ihe 
rds stitutional amendment the dogma of slave recog- || by this disfranchisement of men whose ancestors || the battle of Rhode Island—whiech La Fayette at 
- nition and protection, which will, if incorporated possessed the right of suffrage before the Consti- || pronounced ‘ the best fought battle of the war’? Hi 
the in the Constitution, send propagandist expeditions || tution of the United States came from the hand@ || —‘‘it was in repelling these furious onsets that Ws 
| as into the countries south of us on this continent. || of its illustrious framers? ‘* At the time,’’ says || the newly raised black regiment, under Colonel “4 
the I tell the Senator from Kentucky—ay, and the || Judge Curtis, in the Dred Scott case, “‘ of the rat- || Greene, distinguished itself by deeds of desperate He 
ro- Senator from Illinois, who chides usgor notgreed- || ification of the Articles of Confederation, all free || valor. Posted behind a thicket in the valley, they i 
ers ily clutching at this fatal proposition—that the || native born inhabitants of the States of New three times drove back the Hessians, who charged % 
ra laboring men of America, who fought the battle || Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, New Jer- || repeatedly down the hill to dislodge them; and so ae 
fa of the 6th of November, for the freedom of the || sey, and North Carolina, though descended from || determined were the enemy in these successive 
on. Territories, will never accept this plan of adjust- || African slaves, were not only citizens of those || charges, that the day after the battle the Hessian 
uth ment, which includes all the slave protection De- || States, but such of them as had the other neces- colonel, upon whom this duty had devolved, ap- 
ne. moeracy battled for in the canvass, Sir, we might || sary qualifications possessed the franchise of elect- oe to exchange his command and go to New 
the consenttoaccept Mr. Brecxinripce for President, || ors,on equal terms with other citizens.’? In Mary- || York; because he dared not lead his regiment 
lat for we should at least have a handsome man in || land and Tennessee persons of the African race || again to battle, lest his men should shoot him for 
ec the Presidential chair, and that is something; but || long exercised the right of suffrage. To the cast- || having caused them so much loss,”” 
uid we cannot consent to put his platform into the || ing votes of that class of men John Bell once owed Connecticut, too, raised a battalion of black sol- 
Ti- Constitution of our country—never ! his election to the House of Representatives. diers; and Colonel Humphrey, attached to the 
‘ay Sir, the right of Congress to exclude slavery Massachusetts adopted her constitution in 1780, || military family of Washington, accepted a com- 
ty from the places under its exclusive jurisdiction || during the war of independence. That constitu- || mand in this corps. The heroie defense of the 
en within the limits of the States is beyond all con- || tion made the slave a freeman; made persons of || fort on the heights of Groton, by Colonel Led- 
mi troversy. Congress has never attempted to ex- || the Africap race citizens, entitled to the elective || yard and his brave comrades, is aglorious page 
ut ercise that power, does not now propose todo so, | franchise. This right, secured in the troublous || in our nieony- By their side fought and fell men 
rn and may never deem it wise to do so. But the || daysof the Revolution, to persons of the African || of this hated race. History records that when 
he Senator from Kentucky is not content; he now || race, by John Adams, Parsons, Lowell, and their the works were stormed, the British officer exas- 
an proposes to declare ‘* Congress shall have no || noble associates, has been exercised for eighty || perated by the heroic resistance, inquired: ‘*Who 
of power to abolish slavery in places under its ex- || years. Now, sir, the Senator from Kentucky || commands thisfort?”’ ‘I oncedid; youdo now,” 
to clusive jurisdiction, and situate within the limits || comes into this Chamber, proposes the disfran- || answered Ledyard, handing the officer his sword, 
at of the States that permit the holding of slaves.’ || chisement and degradation of citizens of Massa- || which was instantly run through his body by the 
d, The right to take slaves in transit into and through || chusetts, made so by her heroic sires; and | blush || officer. Lambert, a black soldier, aven red this 
at the free States is claimed by persons in the slave || to confess that there are men in that Common- || murder of his commander, by thrusting Se bay- 
ey States, and Virginia has now a case pending in || wealth so false and recreant to human rights, as || onet through the body of the British officer, and 
he the Supreme Court with the State of New York || to petition Congress to sustain this wicked, this || then fell pierced by thirty-three bayonet wounds. 
id to establish that right. Fearing that Congress || monstrous proposition of disfranchisement, 1 || Sir, in the great struggle for independence, in the 
he might attempt to prohibit or hinder this loathsome || know, sir, it is an ungracious task, in these days, || war of 1812, on land and sea, the blood of the 
mn trafic which pollutes the land, the Senator from || and in these Chambers, to maintain even the legal || colored men of New England was freely poured 
le Kentucky proposes so to amend the Constitution || rights of a proscribed race; I am not insensible to || out in vindication of your liberties, rights, and 
b as to declare that ‘* Congress shall have no power |/ the gibes and jeers, the taunts and misrepresent- || honor; and now you ask us to despoil them of 
- to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves || ations of a corrupted public opinion; but I never || their long possessed rights. ‘Never, sir, never, by 
from one State to another, or ‘to ‘a Territory in || can, I never will, consent, by word or act, to this || my consent. In addressing the German work- 
ne which slaves are by law permitted to be held, || crime against freemen. The material interests of || ingmen of Cinginnati the other day, Mr. Lin- 
- whether that transportation be by land, navigable || Massachusetts are dear to me; but the rights of || coln told them that ‘they were all of the great 
mn rivers, or by the sea.’’ Yes, sir, we of the North her people are far dearer. Sir, I tell her apostate || family of men, and if there is one shackle upon 
y are also asked to put in the Constitution of our || sons who have put their names to these memorials || any of them, it would be far better to lift the load 
0- country a provision denying to Congress power || forthe disfranchisementofhercolored men, know- || from them, than to pile additional loads upon 
l- to prohibit the transportation of slaves by land, || ing what they did, that the constitutional rights || them.’’ That was the utterance of a Christian 
n navigable rivers, or by sea, into or through the || of the humblest man who treads the soil of the old || statesman. These men, you propose to disfran- 
- free States of the Union. Cofflesof chained slaves || Puritan Commonwealth are dearer, far dearer, to |} chise forever, are all of the great family of men; 
8 may be driven through free States to their destina- |} me, than all those material interests for which || and if there are shackles upon them, it would be 
. tiene amie eon on States is to oer are ready to sacrifice the rights of their fel- || far better to lift the load from them, than to pile 
D enied all power to hinder such transportation; || low-men. additional burdens upon them. 
e and this proposed constitutional amendment you Sir, in the dark days of our weakness, the an- || The Senator from betshin supported by the 
C call a compromise, to be adopted on pain of the || cestors of the men you would now, in the days || Senator from Illinois, proposes to incorporate 
st dismemberment of the Republic. of your power, trample beneath your feet, freely || into the Constitution a provision authorizing ‘‘the 
s _ Congress has ample jurisdiction over the sub- || gave their blood for the liberties and indented United States to acquire districts of country in 
e ject of slavery in the District of Columbia. The || ence of America. The leader and first victim of |} Africa and South America, for the colonization, 
e Senator from Kentucky now proposes to incor- || the Boston massacre of the 5th of March, 1770, || at the expense of the Federal Treasury, of such 
e porate into the Constitution of the United States || which so fired the hearts and roused the patriot- || free negroes and mulattoes as the several States 
\- a provision that ** Congress shall have no power || ism of the people, was Crispus Attucks, a colored || may wish to have removed from their limits, and 
t to abolish slavery within the District of Colum- || patriot. One of that race mingled his blood with || from the District of Columbia, and such other 
y bia so long as it exists in the adjoining States of || the fallen patriots of the 19th of April, 1775, and || places as may be under the jurisdiction of Con- 
t Virginia and Maryland.’? The people of the’|! the niagd swith our heroic sires on the heights || gress.’’ 
, United States may desire to relieve the nation || of Bunker Hill, when the storm of battle clung This proposition is not intended to encourage | 
y from the guiltand shame of slavery in the national || around and beat upon it. They fought side by || emancipation, but to perpetuate slavery. It does 
y capital, but the Government shall have no power || side and shoulder to shoulder with our fathers; || not propose to send, at the public expense, such 
d to do it ** so long as it exists in the adjoining || ‘‘ for the right,”? says Bancroft, in his narration | persons as may be hereafter emancipated by mas- 
- States of Virginia and Maryland.’’ ‘The people || of the work of that day, ‘of the free negroes to || ters willing to emancipate on condition of expa- 
e of the District may desire the removal of the cleav- || bear arms in the public defense at that day, was || triation to distant lands. No, sir; that is not its 
t ing curse; they may nearly unanimously implore || as little disputed in New England as their other || purpose. That purpose is to make slavery more 
" the nation to remove from them this evil, to erase || rights.””_ When Major Pitcairn—the leader who || secure, by sending out of the slaveholding States 
4 this stain; but the Government “ shall have no || opened the murderous fire upon the patriots on || the free negroes. Efforts, inhuman and unchrist- 
; Peres to do it, “* so long as it exists.in Virginia || the green of Lexington common—mounted the || ian efforts, have been made in several of the 
e and Maryland.’’ What rights have Virginia in || workson Bunker Hill, crying, ‘‘ theday is ours,” || States, andin some of them successfully, toexpel, 
t slavery in the Districtof Columbia? What is it || he fell mortally wounde by the unerring shot of || or reduce to slavery, the free colored population 
y to her? Why should the nation bind itself to || Salem, a black soldier. Judge Catron, of theSapecine Court, . his honor, 
n await the pleasure of Virginia? Why should the Hundreds of the ancestors of the men upon || denounced the proposition, when made in Ten- 
P people of this District be forced to consult Vir- || whose brows the Senator from Kentucky would || nessee, as an attempt *‘ to commit an outrage, to 
. nia in regard to their own domestic affairs? The || stamp degradation, entered the army ond. fought || perpetrate an oppression and cruelty.’’ These 
, illheeke _— Kentucky, and the Senator from || with heroic courage on the stricken fields of the || efforts to commit an outrage, to perpetrate an 
: a _ eres supporters, in and out of Con- |} Revolution. Some of the most heroic deeds of oppression and cruelty’”’ have been defeated only 
: & a a . | ea amendment, deny || the war of independence were performed by black || in some of the States by the greatest exertions. 
5 on ee . District, to the nation, the || men. A braver regiment than the colored regi- || The proposition was lately made in the Legisla- 
etrrel a ma ~ the eapital of this Christian Re- |} ment of Rhode Island, led by the gallant Colonel || ture of South Carolina to reduce all free negroes 
y public free, to cleanse it from the pollution of sla- || Greene, the hero of Red Bank, trod not the bat- || to slavery, and confiscate their property. The 
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committee to whom the subject was referred, 
made an adverse report, in which they say, * there 
are at present within the borders of the State, nearly 
ten thousand free colored persons; that they are 
thrifty, orderly, and well disposed; that they are 
the owners of a vast amount of property, both 
real and personal; that in the city of Charleston 
alone they pay taxes on $1,561,870 worth of 
property; that of this amount more than three hun- 
dred thousand dollars are in slaves; that the free 
negroes of Charleston alone pay taxes to the 





amount of $27,209 81; and that the other portions - 


of the State show as fair a ratio.”” In answer to 
the proposition to confiscate the property of these 
people, and sell them into slavery, the committee 
say they ‘ forbear to consider anything so full of 
injustice and wickedness. ’’ 

Adoptthis proposition, amend the Constitution, 
and the wild cry will go up for the removal of the 
free colored men, whose freedom and prosperity, 
even under the almost crushing burdens imposed 
upon them, excites the jealousy of the master and 
the hope of the slave. Put this proposition in the 
Constitution, and the farmers, mechanics, and 
workingmen of the free States will be forced to 
contribute millions, earned by the sweat of their 
brows, to enable the people of the slave States to 
banish their free colored men. Gladly would I 
so amend the Constitution as to authorize the 
Federal Government to acquire territory in Mex- 
ico, or Central or South America, for the colo- 
nization, at the public expense, of such persons 
as the humanity of slave masters may emancipate, 
on condition of removal, and for the free people 
of color who may choose to emigrate at theirown 
expense; but I never can, I never will, consentto 
this proposition for eternizing slavery, and im- 
prsing this burden upon the toiling people of the 

orth. No, sir; never, never! 

The mails are no longer sacred in the slave- 
holding States—are searched and rifled at the will 
of postmasters, vigilance committees, and lawless 
mobs. I find nothing in this plan of adjustment 
for the security of the property of northern men 

ssing in and through the mails of the southern 

tates. 

Northern colored seamen are taken from the 
decks of their vessels, thrust into prison, fined, 
and sometimes sold into perpetual slavery to pay 
jail fees; and it is made a penitentiary offense to 
attempt to defend their rights in the judicial tri- 
bunals. Neither the Senator from Kentucky nor 
the Senator from Illinois propose, in their plans 
of settiement, any security against these wicked 
and cruel wrongs. 

Northern ships entering the waters or passing 
along the shores of Virginia, are visited, searched, 
and compelled to pay five dollars for each unwel- 
come visitation. ‘he Senator from Kentuck 
does not propose to right this illegal, tyrannical, 
and burdensome action of the authorities of the 
Old Dominion, nor do the compromising Senators 
from Illinois and Pennsylvania [Mr. Bieier] pro- 
pose to protect, in any degree, the rights and inter- 
ests of the North against such legislation. 

Northern men, sojourning in the southern 
States, are subjected to petty annoyances, of- 
fensively watched, often for no offense seized, 
searched, subjected tothe greatest personal insults, 
and indecent indignities, imprisoned, lashed, ban- 
ished, and sometimes brutally murdered. There 
is no land under the cope of heaven, where the 
citizens of the free States are subjected to such 
wanton outrages of person and property, as in 

rtions of the slaveholding States of this Union. 

echanics pursuing their lawful avocations; mer- 
chants and business men, engaged in the almost 
hopeless effort to collect something from reluctant 
or bankrupt debtors; gentlemen sojourning for 
health, pleasure, or business, are often subjected 
te insult, sometimes to danger. To have in one’s 
ossession a northern newspaper, to utter the 
aintest word of explanation, or justification of 
their section, to uphold the Union, and vindicate 
the Government, often, in portions of the South, 
subjects the northern gentleman to insult and 
personal danger. These outrages upon northern 
men are known, admitted, often jusufied; Ze the 
Senator from Kentucky proposes nothing for their 
protection—no, nothing whatever. The rights and 
interests of northern freemen are of no moment in 
these Chambers. 

But the Senator from Kentucky asks us of the 

North, by irrepealable constitutional amend- 


| 











| ple ever to change or repeal. 


ments, to recognizeand protect slavery in the Ter- 
ritories now existing or hereafter acquired south 
of 36930’; io deny power to the Federal Govern- 
ment to abolish slavery in the District of Coilum- 


| bia, in the forts, arsengis, navy-yards, and places 
| under the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress; to 


deny tothe national Government all power to hin- 
der the transit of slaves through one State to an- 
other; to take from persons of the African race 
the elective franchise; and to purchase Territory 
in South America or Africa, and send to them, at 
the expense of the Treasury of the United States, 
Such free negroes as the States may desire re- 
moved from their limits. And what does the 
Senator propose to concede to us of the North? 
The prohibition of slavery in Territories north of 
36° 30', where no one asks for its inhibition; 
where it has been made impossible by the victory 
of freedom in Kansas; and the equalization of the 
fees of the slave commissioners. And this, this 
plan of concession, is called a compromise—the 
Crittenden compromise—to be supported by the 
representatives of millions of northern freemen, 
on pain of having their fidelity to the Union ques- 
tioned by the Senator from Illinois and his con- 
federates in and out of this Chamber. 

Such, Mr. President, are the propositions of the 
Senator from Kentucky, which we of the North 
are asked to put into the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, beyond the power of the American peo- 
The unclouded 
reason, the enlightened conscience, the love of 
country,and of our-race, all, all forbid that north- 
ern freemen should commit these crimes against 
mankind, our country, and the cause of popular 
freedom and republican institutions. We cannot, 
no, sir, we dare not, do so. We fear—should we 
consummate these wrongs to our country, to our 
race—the perpetual reproaches of insulted reason 
and violated conscience, the irreversible judgment 
of earth and of Heaven. We fear that our names 
will be enrolled, not with the benefactors of man- 
kind, but with those who have betrayed the cause 
of the people. We fear, should we assent to this 
eternizatién of slavery in the Constitution our 
fathers framed to secure the blessings of liberty, 
that we should sink, after life’s fitful fever, into 
dishonored graves, amid the curses of a betrayed 
people; and that our names will be consigned to 
what Grattan, the great Irish orator, called ‘* Op- 
pression’s natural scourge—the moral indigaauon 
of history.”’ > 

Mr. CLARK. I had proposed to address the 
Senate upon this question to-night; but, as the 
hour is so late, I shall not do so. I trust the Sen- 
ate will give me, if there shall be time before the 
close of the session, some opportunity to be heard. 
I therefore move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, February 21, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
Te Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the War 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with the 
provisions of the act of August 26, 1842, a state- 
ment of the expenditures from the appropriations 
for the contingent expenses of that rtment 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. RIGGS, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. No. 914) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1862; 

A resolution (8. No. 49) to | the joint res- 
olution, cepronee June 15, 1860, for the relief of 
William H. De Groot; and ¥ 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 43) giving the 
assent of Congress to certain acts passed, or to be 
passed, by the Legislatures of the States of Ark- 
ansas, Louisiana, and Texas, or any two of them, 
in relation to the “ raft’? of Red river, and for 
other purposes. 
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COMPROMISE RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ADRAIN. I present to the House tw 
memoriais—one from. citizens of Jersey éity,a i 
the other from citizens of New Brunswick—>>.,. 
ing Congress for the adoption of the Crittenden 
compromise resolutions, or some other constitn. 
tional measures of adjustment of our national! dif. 
ficulties. Fr: 

The saa from the citizens of Jerse 
signed by thirteen hundred-and forty-five 
three hundred of whom are members of the Rp. 
publican party. The other petition is signed y 
five hundred_and nine Peneee irrespective of 
party. and is headed by Hon. Theodore Freling. 
iuysen, no less distinguished for his Christian 
virtues than“for his patriotism and love of the 
Union. 

The petitions were laid upon the table. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, I move that when 
this House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meeton 
Saturday next, at the usual hour. 

The motion was agreed to 


MARY WALBACH, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House to discharge the Com. 
mittee on Pensions from the further consideration 
of the bill (S. No. 345) granting a pension to Mary 
Walbach, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral John De B. Walbach, of the United States 
Army. 

The bill, which was read for information, di- 
rects the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of Mary Walbach, widow of the late Brevet 
Brigadier General John De B. Walbach, on the 
pension roll, at the rate of fifty dollars per month, 
commencing on the 10th of June, 1857, for and 
during her natural life. _ 

Mr. THOMAS. If that bill is amended, so 
that the pension shall commence from the date of 
the passage of the bill, I shall not object. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I desire the atten- 
tion of the gentleman who asks that modification, 
for a single instant. General Walbach died about 
a year ago. He had been in the service of the 





y city is 
rsongs 


United States from the time of the fallofthe French _ 


monarchy. He was over eighty years of age 
when he died. His widow is very nearly of that 
agenow. Shecannot live more than a few months. 
She has had nothing to support her but the charity 
of friends since the death of her husband. I think, 
under these circumstances, that the gentleman 
will not ask that the bill shall be changed. 

Mr. THOMAS. Then make the pension com- 
mence at the time of thé death of the husband. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. It does so begin. 

Mr. THOMAS. Then I make no objection. 

The committee was then discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill, and it was or- 
dered toa third reading, and was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS of Maryland moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GURLEY. I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I desire to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. BURN ETT. We have a privileged ques- 
tion now pending. I call for the regular order of 
business. , 

Mr. DAWES. [hope the gentleman will allow 
me to present the report which it was ageeed 
yesterday that I should present to-day. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection to that, 
because there was an understanding that the re- 
port should be made. 


Mr. GURLEY. I hope the —— will 
allow me to present this report. It will take but 
a minute. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky objects, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has, by 
common consent given yesterday, a right to 10- 
troduce his this morning. 

The SP. ER. That is perfectly correct. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ofcourse, | have no objec- 
tion to that; but I do insist on the lar order 
of business, after the gentleman shall have made 
his report. 
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UNITED STATES SHIPS, ETC. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam instructed by the select 
committee of five,to make a report, accompanied 
bya resolution. I do not desire to have it read, 
if it is understood that it shall be printed in the 


be. : . 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and that will be the understanding. . 

The following is the report of the committee: 


e select committee, to whom was referred the message 
an President of the United States, of date January 8, 
1861, with special instructions, in partial discharge of the 
duties imposed upon them, further report: 

That they were instructed, among other things, to inquire 
‘where the ships of the United States are now stationed, 
in what command, and under what orders.”?> The-result of 
this inquiry, together with such observation aoe peculiar 
circumstances under which it is instituted"Suggest, they 
now respectfully submit for the consideration of the House. 

The entire naval force of the country, incommission and 
under orders, on the 16th of January, 1861, together with the 
uame of the commander of each vessel, and the station to 
which each bad been before that date assigned, appears, by 
evidence farnished the committee from the Navy Depart- 
ment, to consist of the following vessels: 


List of the vessels of the United States Navy, in commission 
on the 16th of January, 1861. , 


East [ndia squadron: Hartford, steam-sloop, Captain 

’ Charles Lowndes; John Adams, sloop, Commander J. M. 

Berrien; Dacotah, steam-sleop, Commander William Rad- 

ford; Saginaw, steamer, Commander J. F. Schenek—cruis- 

ing on the East India station. Vandalia, sloop-of-war, 
Commander P. Lee—on the way to the station, 

Brazil squadron: Congress, frigate, Captain L. M. Golds- 
borough ; Seminole, steam-sloop, Commander E. R. Thom- 
son; Pulaski, steamer, Lieutenant Commanding W. H. 
Macomb—cruising on the station. 

Pacific squadron: Lancaster, aes, Captain John 
Rudd; Saranac, steamer, Captain Robert Ritchie; Wyo- 
ming, steam-sloop, Commander J. K. Mitchell; Cyane, 
sloop-of-war, Conunander S. B. Bissell; St. Mary’s, sloop- 
of- war, Commander W. D. Porter—at Panama, 3d January. 
Narragansett, steam-sloop, Commander T. A. Hunt—on 
the South American coast. Levant, sloop-of-war, Com- 
mander William E. Hunt—at Hilo, 34 September. 

Mediterranean squadron: Richmond, steam-sloop, Cap- 
tain D. W. Ingraham ; Susquehanna, steam-sloop, Captain 
George W. Hollins; Iroquois, steam-sloop, Commander 
J. 8. Palmer—cruising on the station. 

African squadron: ConsteNation, sloop-of-war, Captain 
J. 8. Nicholas; Portsmouth, sloop-of war, Commander 
John Calhoun; San Jacinto, steam-sloop, Captain T. A. 
Dornin; Mystic, steamer, Lieutenant Commanding Wil- 
liam E. Le Roy; Sumter, steamer, Lieutenant Command- 
ing J. F. Armstrong; Mohican, steam-sloop, Commander 
5. W. Godon ; Saratoga, sloop-of-war, Commander Alfred 
Taylor—cruising on coast of Africa. 

Home squadron: Cumberland, sloop-of-war, Captain J. 
Marston ; Powhatan, steam-sloop, Captain 8. Mercer; Po- 
cahontas, steam-sloop, Commander 8. F. Hazard—at Vera 
Cruz. Pawnee, steain-sloop, Commander S. C. Rowan— 
at Philadelphia. Brooklyn, steam-sloop, Captain W. 8. 
Walker—at Hampton Roads. Sabine, frigate, Captain H. 
A. Adams; St. Louis, sloop-of-war, Commander Charles 
H. Poor—under orders to Pensacola. Macedonian, sloop- 
of-war, Captain Janes Glynn—on way to Pensacola. Mo- 
hawk, steamer, Lieutenant Commanding T’. A. M. Craven ; 
Crusader, steamer, Lieutenant Coinmanding J. N. Maffitt ; 
Wyandotte, steamer, Lieutenant Commanding O. H. Ber- 
ryman—supposed to be on their station, the coast of Cuba. 

Storeships: Falmouth, sloop of-war, Lieutenant Com- 
manding Charles Thomas—stationed at Aspinwall. War- 
ren, sloop-of-war, Lieutenant Commanding J. J. Boyle— 
stationed at Panama. Fredonia, Lieutenant Commanding 
J. M. Watson—stationed at Valparaiso. Supply, Com- 
mander H. Walke-~sailed from Pensacola, 12th Senaaey, 
for Vera Cruz. Release, Lieutenant Commanding J. M. 
Frailey —returning from Mediterranean. Relief, Com- 
mander John De Camp—at New York. 

Special service : Niagara, screw-frigate, Captain William 
W. McKean—special service to Japan. 

Receiving ships: Ohio, ship of the line, Commander 
William Smith—Boston. North Carolina, ship of the line, 
Commander J. H. Ward—New York. Princeton, steamer, 
Commander H. K. Hotf—Philadelphia. Alleghany, steamer, 
Commander W. W. Hunter—Baltimore. Peunsylvania, 
ship of the line, Commander A, Sinclair—Norfulk. Inde- 
pendence, razee—Mare Island, California. 

There were also In the ports of the United States, dis- 


mantied and unfit for immediate service, the following | 


vessels belonging‘to the Navy: 
At Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Santee, frigate, 50 


guns ; Dale, si 16 guns; Marion, sloop, 16 eer. 

At Boston: Colorado, steam-trigate, 40 guns ; Minnesota, 
—— es 40 guns ; *ississi steamer, li guns; Ver- 
mont, ship of the line, 84 guns; Vincennes, sloop, 20 guns; 
Prebi 16 guns; Bainbridge, brig, 6 po 

At New York: Wabash, steam-frigate, 40 guns; Roan- 
oke, steam- e, 40 guns; Potomac, frigate, 50 guns; 
Brandywine » 50 guns; Savannah, sloop, 24 guns; 
Perry brig, 6 guns. 

At Philadelphia: Pawnee, sloop-of-war, 6 guns; Water 
Witch, steamer, 3 guns; St. Lawrence, frigate, 50 guns; 

guns. 


At Norfolk: Merrimack, steam- , 40 guns; Ply- 
reloot. 33 Geta. 
’ Sites Columbia, frigate, ; United 
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and many of them would require for that purpose at least || been beyond the reach of orders, however great the emer- 


six months. - No orders have 
any of them. 

According to the statement furnished the committee, the 
foregoing comprises the whole naval force of the country, 
both that which is in commission and In actual service, 
and that which lies in port, and is, from any cause, una- 
vailable in any sudden emergency. 

From this statement, it will appear that the entire naval 
force available for the defense of the whole Atlantic coast, 
at the time. of the appointment of this committee, consisted 
of the steamer Brooklyn, twenty-five guns, and the store- 
ship Relief, two guns; while the former was of too great 
draught to permit her to enter Charleston harbor with satety, 
except at spring tides, and the latter was under orders to 
the coast of Africa, with stores for the African squadron. 


en issued to put in readiness 


Thus the whole Atlantic sea-board has been, to all intents | 


and purposes, without defense during all the period of civil 
commotion and lawless violence to which the President 
has called our attention as “ of such vast and alarming pro- 
portions” as to be beyond his power to check or control. 

It further appears that of the vessels which might have 
been available for protection or defense in ease of any sud- 
den emergency arising at home, now at stations in distant 
seas, Or on the way thither, on tbe 13th of October last the 
Richmond left our coast to join the Mediterranean squad- 
ron; the Vandalia left on the 2ist of December to join the 
East India squadron; and about the same_time the Sara- 
toga to join the African squadron, and ethers to join the 
Home squadron, then in the harbor of Vera Cruz, support- 
ing one of the revolutionary Governments of Mexico. 


The committee cannot omit to call attention to this ex- | 


traordinary disposition of the entire naval force of the coun- 
try, and especially in connection with the present no less 
extraordinary and critical juncture of public affairs. They 
cannot call to mind any period in the past history of the 
country of such profound pe@ce and internal repose as 
would justify so entire an abandonment of the coast of the 
country to the chances of fortune. Certainly, since the 
nation possessed a Navy, it has never sent its entire avail- 
able force into distant seas, and exposed the immense in- 
terests at home, of which it is the special guardian, to the 
oe from which, even in times of the utmost quiet, 
prudence and forecast do always shelter them. 

But the committee cannot shut their eyes to the fact that 
this remarkable state of things has occurred ata period in 
our history without a parallel for internal commotion, law- 
less violence, and total disregard of the authority of Con- 
stitution and law, and of the rights of property, public and 
private—a state of things which the President himself, in 
the message referred to this committee, denominated a rev- 
olution of * such vast and alarming proportions as to place 
the subject entirely above and beyond executive control.” 
During this period combinations have been formed for the 


avowed purpose of overthrowing the Governmentitself, and | 


have carried forward that purpose in overt acts of violence 
never before known in the country. The arms of the Gov- 
ernment have been seized in arsevals and other places of 
deposit, by lawless mobs, and placed inthe hands of those 
in open rebellion. Fortifications have been taken posses- 
sion of, navy-yards plundered,and magazines robbed. The 
guns of the Daited States upon the battlements of the na- 
tional defense have been turned upon unarmed vessels of 
the Government, and the flag of the country fired upon 
by insolent rebels. The revenue service has been betrayed, 
and its vessels treacherously surrendered to those who de- 
fied the authority of the United States, by men holding com- 
missions under the very Government they were betraying. 
The public moneys in the national mints have been seized, 
and naval stores plundered. The commerce of the country, 
and the lives of its citizens, have been putin peril by the 
wanton and lawless destruction of buoys erected to warn 
the mariner of sunken rocks; and the lights on the coast 
have been put out that the darkness and the tempest might 
be invoked in aid of the schemes of those resisting the law. 
Unarmed and unoffending merchant vessels, riding peace- 
fully at anchor in the harbors of the nation, and beneath its 
own-flag, have been seized by insurgent forees, in retalia- 
tion for obstructions thrown in the way of their revolution- 
ary designs. 
thrust aside, and the Government itself assaulted. 

Nor has this state of lawless violence and total disregard 
of public and private rights been a sudden outburst of pas- 


sion or discontent at some new and unexpected measure of 


governmental policy, to which resistance had never been 
threatened, and could not have been provided against. But 
it is in fulfillment of schemes long entertained, and fre- 
quently threatened in certain quarters of the Union. In- 
deed, it is resistance to the law and the Constitution, con- 
sequent upon the election of a particular person to the office 
of Chies Magistrate of the nation. Of all this, those charged 
with the execution of ihe laws and the preservation of the 
pubtic peace bad ample notice. It was for many months 
apparent to all but the blind that the whole current of events 
was turned in the direction which was to bring to the test 
the sincerity of the threats thus uttered. A chief magis- 
trate of one of the States had, morc than two years before, 
publicly confessed a design on his part, if the like contin- 
gency had happened at the general! election four years ago, 
to have made the attempt to overthrowthe Government by 
seizing the public arms at Harper’s Ferry, and marching 
oe the Capitol itself. When the L slature of South 

arolina assembled in November last to discharge the con- 
stitutional obligation of making choice of electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President, the Governor of the State, by 
special e, recommended that measures should be 


taken to overthrow that Constitution if the choice of the | 
In fulfillment of 


majority did not coincide with her own. 
these open threats, overt acts of resistance to the Govern- 
ment, by bands of lawless men followed the announce- 
ment that the people, according to the requirements of the 
Constitution, had made selection of a Chief Magistrate for 
the ensuing four years, not the choice of those who had 
openly avowed resistance if their own preferences should 
be disregarded by that majority. From that time to the pres- 
ent, the public authority has been defied, and the public 
rights disregarded. Yet, during all this time, that most im- 
portant arm of the public defense, the entire Navy, has 
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gency. 


To the committee, this disposition of the naval force, at 


this critical time, seems most extraordinary. The permii- 
ting of vessels to depart for distant seas after these unhappy 
difficulties had broken out at home ; the omission to putin 
repair, and commission ready for orders, a single one of 
the twenty-eight ships dismantied and unfit for service in 
our own ports, and that, too, while 

appropriations f 

mained unexpended, were, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, grave errors in the administration of the Navy Depart- 
ment; the consequences of which have been manifest in 
the many acts of lawless violence to which they have called 
attention. 
tary had it in his power, with the present naval force of 
the country at his command, and without materially im - 
pairing the efficiency of the service abroad, at any time 
after the settled purpose of overthrowing the Government 
had become manifest, and before that purpose had devel- 
oped itself in overt acts of violence, to station at anchor, 
within reach of his own orders, a foree equal to the pro- 
tection of all the property and all the rights of the Govern- 
ment and the citizen, as well as the flag of the eouutry, 
from any out 
lantic sea-board. 
cation or excuse. 


,639 79 of the 
or repairs in the Navy the present year re- 


The committee are of opinion that the Secre- 


e or insult, at any point on the entire At- 
The tailure to do this is without juatifi- 


RESIGNATIONS IN THE NAVY. 
The attention of the committee was also drawn to the 


| resignations which have taken place among the officers in 
the 
count 


avy, caused by the political troubles in which the 
is now involved, and the course pursued by the 
Navy Department in reference thereto. It will appear from 


a “jist of resignations” furnished by the Department, and 


which accompanies this report, that, since the election, 
twenty-nine officers in the Navy, citizens of the southern 
disaffected States, have tendered their resignations to the 
Secretary, all of which have been forthwith, and without 
inquiry, accepted by him. The circumstances under which 
these resignations have been received and accepted, and 
the effect of that acceptance, deserve especial notice. That 
these officers have sought to resign and relieve themselves 
from the obligation to the Government imposed by their 


| commissions because of disaffection, and a desire to join, 


and, in many instances, to lead, insurgent forces against 
that Government, is notorious. One of them, Lieutenant 
J. R. Hamilton, a citizen of South Carolina, forwarded his 


| resignation from on board the Wyoming, at Panama, dated 


December 1, 1860. It did not reach the Department until 
the 15th of the same month, and, without inquiry into his 
conduct, his purpose in resigning, his loyalty, or any cir- 
cumstance connected with so unusual a proceeding at such 
a time, his resignation was accepted the same day. He tm- 
mediately, from Charleston, South Carolina, issued a letter 
addressed to all the officers in the Navy from southern 
States urging them to resign, and join a hostile force against 
the Government, and that those of them in command should 
bring with them their vessels into southern ports, and sur- 
render them to the traitors already in arms, taking new 
commissions under their authority, and then turning their 
guns upon their own flag. 

Such conduct is nothing less than treason, and has no 
parallel since the attempt of Benedict Arnold to deliver 
over important military to the enemies of his coun- 
try. Had the Secretary declined to accept the resignation 
thus tendered, this man would have been subject to the trial 
and pnnishment of a court-martial, according to the rules 
which govern the service, and would have met the fate of 
atraitor. This extraordinary letter was published through- 
out the United States. After its circulation in the public 

rints in Washington, V. M. Randolph, a captain In the 

avy, a citizen of Alabama, who had deen excused from 
active service fortwo or three years, because of alleged 
ill health, on the 10th of January, 1461, forwarded ‘from 
Montgomery, Alabama, his resignation to the Secretary. 
Before twelve o’clock at noon of the 12th, and before his 
resignation had reached Washington, and while he was 
still a captain in the Navy, he appeared at the gates of the 
Pensacola navy-yard, in Florida, at the head of an insur- 
gent force, and demanded its surrender. The yard, with 
whatever of force it had and the United States stores and 
other property to a vast amount therein uncondition- 
ally surrendered to him; and he is now commandant, 
occupying the quarters of the late commardant, and grant 
ing paroles of honor to such of his prisoners of war as have 
desired to depart, and notserve under him. ‘The dispateh 
from the late commandant, then a prisoner of war, intorm- 
ing the Secretary of this ignominious surrender, was re- 
ceived at the Department on the evening of the 13th of 
January; and the resignation of Captain Randolph, who, 
on the 12th, was the leader of the insurgents, did not reach 
the Secretary till the 14th, when, without inquiry or delay, 
it was immediately accepted. 

E. Farrand, commander in the Navy, and also a citizen 
of Alabama, was the second in command at the Pensacola 
navy-yard, the executive officer of the yard. When the 
2.iack was made upon the yard, Farrand met the assail- 
ants jt the gates by previous understanding, admitted them 
to the yard, and conducted their leader to the commanding 
officer, participated in the formal capitulation, and Iimme- 
diately engaged in service under the new commandant of 
the yard. This was done while he still held in his posses- 
sion his commission as * commander in the Navy. On the 
13th or Lith of January, ime Department does not know 
which,) Farrand forwarded bis ion to the Serre- 
tary, but it did not reach him till the 2ist or the same 
month, seven days after official notice of the susrender 
had been reeeived at tie Department. Yet this resigna- 
tion was immediately, and without inquiry, accepted. 

F. B. Renshaw, a lieutenant in the Navy, and a eitizen 
of Florida, was the first lieutenant of the yard, and actively 
e in securing its surrender. It was by his order that 
the was hauled down amid the jeers and shouts of a 
drunken rabbie. He immediately enrolled himself under 
the leader of the insurgents, and present commandant of 
the yard, and from the day of its surrender has continued 
under him to discharge the duty of first lieutenant, as be- 
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fore under the United States. Yet he continued to hold 
his commission as a Jieutenant in the Navy till the i6th of 
January, and his resignation did not reach the Secretary 


unti) the 224, when, like the others, it was, without in- 
quiry or delay, accepted. 


The conduct of these officers plainly comes within the 


constitutional definition of treason against the United 
States, namely: * levying war against them, or in adhering 
to their enetnies, giving them aid and comfort.”” And se 


long as their resignations were unacvepted by the Secre- 


tary, they could be tried and punished by a court-martial as 


traitors. From this they have been relieved by the Secre- 


tary himself, To have done this with a knowledge of 


their acts, Would have been to involve himself in their 


crime; would have been to commit treason himeeif. ‘To 


have done it without inquiry, and without reason to know 


that they have commitied no offense, shows a want of 


that solicitude for the honor and efficiency of the service 
which is indispensable to its just administration. Yet, the 
resignations of Farrand and Renshaw, and also those of the 
other officers resigning at the Pensacola navy-yard, were 
ail received and accepted after the Secretary had already 
been officially informed that they had surrendered to alaw- 
less band of insurgents, and he had detached them to await 
orders, having “ neither approved nor disapproved of their 
conduct, and not proposing to do so, without full informa- 
tion touching their conduct in the surrender of the yard.” 
Why, after having been thus warned, and having taken his 
position, the Secretary did not waittor this “information,” 
the commitree cannot understand. 

Several othet resignations of officers who do not appear 
to have engaged in actual war against the United States 
before tendering the same, were nevertheless accepted by 
the Secretary, with an uunecessary haste which neither the 
purpose of the resignation nor the times would justify or 
excuse, Some of them were even accepted by telegraph, 
when it was perfectly apparent that the object of resigning 
was to relieve themselves, as early as possible, from em- 
barrassment and the obligation of the oath of office, as well 
as summary trial and punishment by a court-martial, pre- 
vious to joining insurgent forces against the constituted 
nuthorities of their country. These resignations, thus ac- 
cepted, have been followed by immediate engagement ina 
service hostile to the Government. 

One man, holding the office of civil engineer in the Pen- 
sacola navy-yard at the time of its surrender, forwarded his 
resignation on that day tothe Secretary, inclosed ina letier 
to Senator Mallory, in which he expressly states the reason 
of his resignation to be because he is prevented from acting 
ngainat the Government by the obligations of his commis- 
sion. The letier of resignation, and the one inclosing it 
stating this reason, were both laid before the Secretary on 
the 24th of January ; yet the Secretary not only accepted 
the resignation at once, and thus relieved him froin the ob- 
ligation imposed on him by bis commission not to act 
opine the Government, but caused the acceptance to take 
effect “ from the 12ib of January, the day of the surrender 
of the yard,’? twelve days anterior to the time of its date. 
The reason given for thus making this acceptance retro- 
active in its effect, namely, to stop his pay from that time, 
did not appear, under the extraordinary circumstances by 
which it was surrounded, at all satisfactory to the com- 
mittee, ' 

‘The resignation of the officer in charge of the marine 
hospital at Pensacola was accepted by telegraph, and he was 
thereby enabled to take upon himself the same position un- 
der the insurgent force without any interruption. And that 
of Lieutenant R. T, Chapman, dated on board the Brook- 
lyn, when about to sail under orders, was likewise accepted 
by telegraph, and he was thus relieved of any inconvenience 
he would otherwise have experienced in being carried to 
sea against bis wishes. 

‘The course pursued by the Secretary, in thus accepting 
these resignations, appears, under the circumstances, to be 
most extraordinary. No custom of the Department, in or- 
dinary times, could justify it. No want of confidence in the 
loyalty of these officers can excuse it; for, if theit previous 
conduct had justified any such suspicion, it also demanded 
investigation beforehand, which would, as to some of them, 
have disclosed to the Secretary their ae in treason, 
calling for court-martial rather than honorable discharge. A 
prudent regard fagghe public safety would no doubt have 
justified, if not iffPeriously demanded, that some of these 
officers should have been early removed from delicate and 
responsible positions of trust, by the substitution of others 
morereliable. But these very considerations appear to the 
committee to have forbidden the furnishing any such facil- 
ities for engaging in hostilities against the Government, as 
the relief from the summary trial and yantcheness of a court- 
martial, secured by an acceptance of their resignations. 

The course pursued by the Secretary has resulted in fur- 
nishing those engaged in an attempt to overthrow the Gov- 
ernment, with the skill, experience, and discipline which 
education at the eapenne of the Government and a long 
service in the Navy have conferred upon our own officers. 
The committee cannot understand how this course is con- 
sistent with a proper discharge of the duties of his office 
by the Secretary, in this critical juncture of affairs. It ap- 
pears to them to have been attended with con pees 
the most serious to the service and the country. y can 
Ons ma enents * ne in See up in behalf 
of retary, that these resignations have been accepted 
in Sechco at ae misconduct, for no resignation should 
atany time be accepted until there is reason to know at 
least that the officer tendering it bad ee Gey of no un- 
officerlike conduct deserving a court . 

But the circumstances connected with these resignations, 
the rent purpose for which they were made, and the 
hostile atti which the manner of their tender clearly 

disclosed, called upon the Secretary to refrain from that 
haste in their acceptance which permitted of neither delay 
nor inquiry. The committee cannot approve, but are com- 
pelied to condemn such a failure in the discharge of public 
duty, and they therefore recommend the adoption of the 
MIT Wie de techs hiiy-sk ded ery, in toveiiine, 

resol retary avy 
without delay or Inquiry, the resignations of officers of the 
Navy, who were in arms against the Government when 
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tendering the same, and of those \yho sought to resign, that 
they might be relieved from the vestraint im by their 
commissions upon engaging in nostilities to the constituted 
duthorities of the nation. has committed a grave error, highly 
prejudicial to the discipline of the service, and injurious to 
the honor and efficiency of the Navy, for which he-deserves 
the censure of this House. 


Mr. DAWES. I wish also to have the report 
and the accompanying documents printed for the 
House, and to have the resolution recommitted 
to the committee. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. It was understood 

yesterday that any of the members of the minor- 
ity of the committee might express in the House 
dissenting opinions from the reports thatare placed 
before them. Ido not wish to detain the House 
now. I merely wish to say that I dissent from 
the conclusions at which the committee have ar- 
rived in the majority report. 
_ Mr. BRANCH. Inaccordance with the under- 
standing had yesterday, I have reduced my views 
to writing, and I ask that they may take the same 
course as the majority report. 

It was so ordered 


The following is the paper presented by Mr. 
Brancen: 


Mr. Brancu, a member of the select committee of five, 
to whom was referred the President’s message of 8th Jan- 
uary, with instructions to make certain inquiries, not con- 
curring with the majority of the committee in the report 
and resolution which they have instructed Mr. Dawes, of 
Massachusetts, to present to the House, by leave submits 
his views, as follows : 

The committee was raised on the 9th day of January, 
with the following instructions : 

“1. Whether any executive officer of the United States 
has been, or is now, treating or holding communication 
with any person or persons concerning the surrender of any 
forts, or fortresses, or public property of the United States, 
and whether any demand for such surrender has been made, 
when, and by whom, and what answer had been given? 

«2. Whether any oflicer of this Government has, at any 
time, entered into any pledge, agreement, or understand- 
ing with any on or persons not to send reinforcements 
to the forts of the United States in the harbor of Charles- 
ton, and the particulars of such agreement, pledge, or un- 
derstanding, when, where, and with whom it was inade, 
and on what consideration ? 

**3. What demand for reinforcement of the said forts has 
been made, and for what reason such reinforcements have 
not been furnished ? 

**4, Where the ships of the United States are now sta- 
tioned, with what commands, and with what orders? 

“5. Whether the custom-huuse, post office, arsenal, and 
other public buildings of the United States at Charleston 
have been seized, and are held in possession by any person 
or persons, and the particulars of such seizure and posses- 
sion? 

“6. Whether any revenue cutter of the United States 
has been seized and is now held in possession by any per- 
son or persons, and the particulars thereof; and whether 
any effurts have been made by the head of the Treasury 
Departinent to recapture or recover possession of said ves- 
sel.” 

in noone of these branches of inquiry can anything be 
found to justify or demand a scrutiny into the conduct of 
naval officers, the motives which induced them to resign 
their commissions, or into the propriety of the Secretary’s 
action in accepting the resignations. However much 
there might be found deserving reprobation, the committee 
was neither authorized nor required to take cognizance of 
the subject. 

The resignations of Captain V. M. Randolph, Command- 
er E. Farrand, Lieutenant F. B. Renshaw, and Civil En- 
gineer 8. T. Abert, all bore date after the committee was 
ppointed ; and the circumstances attending their accept- 
ance by the Secretary could not be legitimately before the 
committee without new instructions from the House, which 
have not been given. Nothing is better settled than that 
neither a standing nor aselect committee has a right to re- 
port upon matters which have not been referred to them by 
the House. 

The undersigned,however, does not think it proper to 
object to the reception of the report and resolution, because, 
in his opinion, no unnecessary obstructions ought to be 
thrown in the way of any fair scrutiny into the conduct of 
public officers. 

I, DISPOSITION OF THE VESSELS OF THE NAVY. 

An examination of the table accompanying the report, 
marked “ List of the vessels of the United States Navy in 
commission on the 16th of January, 1861,’ will disclose 
the fact that, so far from there being any ground to believe 
that the ships of the Navy have been purposely placed out 
of reach, the foreign squadrons are unus in pro- 
portion to the w force of the Navy, and the home squad- 
ron un ntedly strong. In his annual report of 3d 
December, 1857, the Secretary of the Navy said: 

“The home squadron, under the command of its flag. 
officer—Hiram Paulding—has consisted of the steam- 
ates Wabash and Roanoke, the war Sarat’ 
Crante Sit the war steamers Susquehanna and > 

state of affairs in New Granada and 
portions of Central America required the increase of this 
squadron, and the almost constant presence of a consider- 
abie force in the neighborhood, both in the Adantic and 
the Pacific.”’ 

From which it will be seen that, at that time, six 
were considered £0 ma 6 force for the Home squadron 
to call for an explaua from Congress. 

The same squadron, on the 16th of January, 1861, con- 
sisted of eleven ships, of which seven were steamers; of 
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the eleven, eight were on the coast, or under orders 
coast, and have since arrived. It is difficult to — 
from what portion of the testimony the committee }) = 
reached the conclusion that the only ships available oy” 
defense of the coast are the Brooklyn and one other. 1; "° 
true, they were, on the 16th of January, the only seamen 
in our harbors; but the House need not be informed t . 
vessels in commission are not allowed to lie idle in the os 
bors, but are required to cruise on their stations, coming 
in occasionally for supplies and for orders. The ho ing 
squadron, as its name imports, is mainly intended to med 
and protect our own coasts, and on comparatively sho 
notice it could be concentrated for service at a given caine 

It will be seen, from the abstract of orders issued from the 
Navy Department, furnished to the committee, and dated 
24th January, that not a single ship bas been ordered to ay 
foreign station since the date of the presidential electioy,. 
— order since that date has been to increase the force 
at home. F 

The second ground on which the committee condemn 
the action of the Secretary is, that a large number of ghj 
are dismantled, and not ready for immediate service, 

It is well known that, from the very nature of the ser. 
vice, only a portion of even the serviceable ships can be 
kept in commission. In the midst of a foreign war with q 
naval Power, some of the vessels of the Navy will always 
be in ordinary. There is nothing in the testimony to show 
that the number in ordinary, at the present time, is un- 
usually large. If, however, it is unusually large, both the 
testimony and the records of the House furnish a sufficient 
reason for it. It is stated in the following extract from the 
paper already alluded to, dated 24th January: 

“2. All the vessels above named, except the Pawnee 
and the Constitution, are dismagtied. Vessels of war are 
nearly always dismantled immediately after their arriyaj jy 
port, at the termination of a cruise. Itis also customa 
to commence repairing them as soon as possible after their 
return, if the appropriations and other work will permit, 
The appropriations were reduced $1,000,000 below the es. 
timate of the Department; and of the whole sum appro. 
priated ($1,523,000) for repairs, &c., for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1861, there remained, on the Ist January, the 
close of the first half of the fiscal year, the sum of 
$546,639 79 for the remaining half.*’ 

The Secretary stated to the committee that he deemed it 
his duty to conform to the action of Congress, and that in 
addition, having already expended more than half the appro- 
priation in half the year, he did not think it just to his suc- 
cessor that he should continue ¢xpenditures until 4th March 
on the same seale, much less to increase them. 

A large majority of the members of this House voted at 
the last session to reduce the appropriation ; and of course 
those who thus voted will not unite with the committee j 
censuring the Secretary for the inevitable consequence of 
their own act. 

Another equally satisfactory reason for not placing more 
— in commission, is found in the letter of 24th January, 
as follows: 

“The other vessels mentioned in the list have not been put 
in condition for immediate service within the last month, 
because the number of vessels in commission is governed 
by the numerical strength of the officers and seamen of the 

avy. 

And again, in a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, dated February 4, 1861: » 

In reply to the second inquiry, there are enough eap- 
tains, comnvanders, surgeons, chaplains. Of the other 
grades there are not, nor is there a sufficient number of 
seamen.’? , 

It will be remembered that the number of both officers 
and seamen to be employed is limited by law, and the Sec- 
retary of The Navy cannot exceed that limit. 

The Secretary deserves no censure; but should receive 

-the highest commendation for inflexibly obeying the law in 
the administration of his Department. Every attempt at 
retrenchment aud economy is defeated because heads of 
Departments will not themselves conform to the law and 
compel their subordinates to do the same. The facility with 
which Congress supplies deficiencies created by disregard- 
ing the law has encouraged such practices ; and it would be 
mournful, indeed, if, in the first well-authenticated case in 
which s head of Department has faithfully and sternly con- 
formed his expenditures to so radical a reduction of his 
estimates, the officer should receive a vote of censure in- 
stead of a vote of thanks. 

The Navy seems to have been adequate for all the de- 
mands made upon it by the wise and peaec-preserving pol- 
icy of the President. If the President, who will go into 
office on the 4th March, desires to e e in civil war, he 
will have an ample naval forcé with which to begin, even 
so early as the 5th March; and there will probably be 
abundant time for increasing it before the war closes. 


Il. RESIGNATION OF OFFICERS. 


A list of all the officers of the Navy who have resigned, 
between the 11th Novemberand the 24th January, was fur- 
nished to the committee, and thg chief clerk of the Navy 
Department was fully examined as to the circumstances 
attending each . The whole number was fifty- 
six, including from the Naval Academy. 

It is known that in many, if not most of these cases, the 
officers ia nenening, have not only given up an honorable 
profession for alone they were fitted by education and 

, but have reduced themselves and families to penury. 
ul motive must have actuated them. If it was 
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in 
cense of honor. Ina few instances, they have e 
ne wilitary service of their States; but not noah - oes 

resigned their commissions in the Navy ofthe Unit 3 ta S 
in no instance does ita that one of them has re 
the trust reposed in him by this Government, or oe 
any hostile service until he had discharged himself of io e 
responsibilities imposed by his commission. ae ne pony 
taken before the committee, partial and limited as it Is ~ 
this point, is confidently appealed to for the correctness 0! 
this statement. 

: The undersigned would gladly pursue this subject, grate- 
ful as it is to him to vindicate, against the very harsh as- 
persions cast upon them by the committee, the characters 
of the honorable body of men who have so long and so gal- 
lantly borne the flag of the Republic. Butit is foreign to the 
inquiry the committee were instructed to make, and will 
for that reason be dismissed, except in so far as it is the 
basis of the resolution reported. The censure of the Secre- 
tary seems to be based principally, if not entirely, on his ac- 
ceptance of the resignations of Captain Randolph and the 
two lieutenants on duty at the Pensacola navy-yard at the 
time of its surrender, 

Captain Randolph’s resignation was dated at Montgom- 
ery. Alabama, on the 10th of January, was received at the 
Department on the 14th, and accepted on the l4th. The 
Pensacola navy-yard was surrendered on the 12th, and Cap- 
tain Armstrong immediately sent the following telegraphic 
dispatch, which was received by the Secretary of the Navy 
on the 13th, at eight o’clock, p. m: 


Hon. Isaac Tovucey, Secretary of the Navy: 
Commissioners appointed by the Governor of Florida, 
with a regiment of armed men at the gate, demanded the 
surrender of this navy-yard, having previously taken pos- 
session of the magazines. I surrendered the place, and 
struck my flag at half past one o’clock this day. The store- 
ship Supply sailed for Vera Cruz the moment the yard flag 
was lowered. JAMES ARMSTRONG, 
Captain U.S. Navy, late commandant navy-yard. 


The testimony shows that this was the only information 
received by the Department previous to the 24th. 
[tis evident, from this statement of facts and dates, that, at 


the time Captain Randolpb’s resignation was accepted, apd | 


for at least ten days thereafter, the Department was totetiv 
ignorant of his participation in the Pensacola expedicion. 

ven if we were at liberty to infer that the Secretary had 
seen his name connected with the expedition in the news- 
papers earlier than the 24th, we cannot suppose that it had 
been seen before the 14th, the day on which the resignation 
was accepted, for it would be impossible for even flying 
newspaper reports to reach this city from Pensacola in so 
shortatime. Lieutenant Farrand, who was first lieuten- 
ant and executive officer of the navy-yard, resigned on the 
tb January, and his resignation was accepted on the 2lst. 
Lieutenant Renshaw resigned on the 16th, and it was ac- 
cepted on the 22d. : 

he testimony discloses nothing on which the Secretary 
could have refused to accep} these resignations, if ail the 
testimony taken before the committee had been in his pos- 
session at the time he acted. But by a comparison of dates 
it will be seen that they were received, and in dve course 
of business acted on, before he had any intelligence from 
Pensacola, except the tel hic dispatch already set forth. 

The undersigned would hold the Secretary who should 
accept the resignation of an officer who betore resigning 
had been guilty of any conduct unbecoming an officer, 
amenable to the severest censure. An acceptance of a re- 
signation is an honorable discharge from service, which 
should only be given to him who has acquitted himself with 
fidelity and honor, but one who has thus acquitted himself 
is entitled to be discharged without question as to what he 
intends to do thereatier. 

The base man would hold his commission and seek an 
opportunity to betray his Government, so that the fruits of 
his treason might purchase for him favor and reward. Such 
was the conduct of Arnold. 

The pure man, who, compelled to select between two 
claims to his allegiance, chooses that which promises least 
personal advantage, scrupulously discharges all existing 
obligations, then voluntarily and openly renounces a cher- 
ished commission, from a sense of duty to his native State, 
gives the highest proof of devotion to principle, and obe- 
dience to the dictates of honor. Such men cannot be re- 
garded as traitors; and to call them so is to arraign manly 
virtue in the name of patriotism. 

It has been the proud boast of the American Navy that it 
has never contained a traitor in itsranks. Will it be cred- 
ited that ithas suddenly become a hot-bed from which has 
sprung such a bountiful crop of traitors? Such a supposi- 
tion would discredit the whole body of its officers; Tor it 
could only consist with the existence of some poisonous 
and traitorous influence pervading all its ranks and corrupt- 
ing ail its members. 

“he chief clerk of the Navy ee testified that 
there has been nothing unusual in the course recently pur- 
sued in regard to resignations ; and that the uniform course, 
from time immemorial, has been to act promptly on resig- 
nations, unless some special reason existed for taking a case 
out of the routine of current,business. The orderiy con- 
duct of business necessitates prompt action on each case in 
its turn; and in an ill-organized Department, or in one in 
which the force is ineucient, affairs will soon fall into 
inextricable confusion. No consideration of convenience 
nor the maintenance of any mere business, should 
be allowed to interfere with the su demands of jus- 
tice and public interest. But in the absence of any reason 
for deviating from the usual course, (and the undersigned 
says contidently that in the present case no such reason 
<woskan’h the — aioe Department is not cen- 

¢ for requ all its ss to be regularly and 
promptly dispatched. | : 

The wu can find in the testimony nothing to 
detract from the high reputation always borne by the pres- 
Sina conte wi Sane Sa 

committee in recomme the 
passage of a resolution of censure. ~— 
L. O’B. BRANCH. 


Mr. BRANCH. I would also ask the consent 
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of the House that the majority and minority re- 
ports heretofore made in two cases from the same 
committee may be considered by unanimous con- 
sent ag having been read, and may be printed in 
the Globe. ‘ 

_ The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- | 
tion. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. GROW. I desire to ask the House to set | 
apart Saturday next for the consideration of the 
regularterritorial business. That business ought | 
to be attended to; and I ask the House to give us | 


Saturday next. 
Mr. Bh R. I object. 
Mr. T AKER. Iask the unanimous:con- 


sent of the House to discharge the Committee of | 


the Whole House from the further consideration | 
of House bill No. 274, and to put it upon its 
passage, 

Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Speaker, I certainly do | 
not like to be jumping up every two minutes and 
calling on you for the regular order of business; 
but I do insist that the regular order of business | 
be called and proceeded with. 


REMONSTRANCE, 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Lilinois. 


sent the remonstrance of eighty-two persons in 
the county of Knox, State of Illinois, remonstrat- 
ing against the amendment of the Constitution, 
and particularly against the proposition that 1 
offered in the House the other day. 

The remonstrance was laid upon the table, 


THE MILITIA. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness is the consideration of the bill reported by 

the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sranton,] from 

the Committee on Military Affairs, in regard to 

the militia, upon which the gentleman from Vir- 
inia [Mr. Bocock] is entitled to the floor for 
fteen minutes. 


Mr. SIMMS. 





Before the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia commences his speech, I desire to propose 


to the House that, after the speech of the re 
man from Virginia, the debate upon this bill shall 
be confined to fifteen-minutes speeches. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object to that, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, If the gentleman 
from Kentucky will propose half an hour, per- 
haps the House will agree to that. 

r. STANTON. 1 propose, when the gen- 
tleman from Virginia has concluded his remarks, 
if [ can get the floor, to move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill till Monday, and 
make it the special order for that day. e can 
do what we think best in regard to the gentle- 
man’s proposition when that time comes. 

Mr. SIMMS. Let us make the arrangement 


now. 
_ Mr. STANTON. No; I cannotagree to make 
it now. 

Mr, BOCOCK concluded his speech com- 
menced yesterday. [Hisspeech will be published 
in the Appendix.] 

RIGHTS OF DELEGATES. 


Mr. GILMER. I desire to say that the Com- 
mittee of Elections have now so much before them 
in connection with the rights of Delegates upon 
this floor, that it is necessary that we shall have 
leave to sit during the sessions of the House. 1 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections have leave 
to held meetings during the sessions of the House. 


The resolution was received, and agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed acts of the fol- 
lowing titles; in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence ot the House: 

A bill (No. 561) for the relief of Daniel B. 
Hibbard; 

A bill (No, 490) for the relief of Eliza B. Mills, 
widow of Robert Mills; and 

A bill (No. 568) for the relief of Leslie Combs 
and Robert H. Crittenden, sureties of the late A. 
J. Mitchell, purser in the United States Navy. 

Also, that the Senate have been notified by the 
President of the United States that he has ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 
Pt act (S. No. 134) for the relief of James 

ith; 


| 


I desire to pre- | 
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An act (S. No. 225) for the relief of Annie B. 
Reeves; 

An act (S. No. 227) for the relief of Laura C 
Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber; and 

An act (S. No. 543) to carry into effect con- 
ventions between the United States and the Re- 
publics of New Granada and, Costa Riva. 

Also, that the Senate have passed the bill (H. 
R. No. 338) to provide for the payment of out- 
standing Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to 
regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes, with amendments; in which he 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


‘ THE TARIFF. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [I ask the permission of the 
House to have the tariff bill printed; with the 
amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. GARNETT. I have no objection to its 
being printed, but I object to its being referred to 
any committee, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I donot ask thatitshall be 
referred. I merely desire to have it printed; but 
I give notice, for the matter may as well be un- 
derstood, that on Saturday next I shall move to 
take the bill from the Speaker’s table, and dispose 
of the Senate amendments. 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. As great interest is felt in 
this bill, I will move that one thousand extra 
copies be printed. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. . 

THE MILITIA—AGAIN. 
Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 


I am accustomed to listen to the gentleman from 
Virginia, who has just taken his scat, with atten- 
tion, with respect, and with interest. His great 
experience in matters of legislation; his reputation 
forcandor and fairness, and the ability with which 
he usually discusses questions, commands the 
attention of all. But, sir, I confess that | have 
listened to his speech of yesterday and to-day 
with more surprise than anything I ever heard 
fall from his lips before, A question which seems 
existence of the Government, 
is to be thrown off by mere clap-trap phrases, and 
appeals to the passions of the people. Why, sir, 
in the very body of his speech he has quoted seme 
of the Army regulations, by which soldiers in the 
regular service are required to conduct themselves 
with proper respect toward their superiors. And 
this is paraded before the House at this time for 
the purpose of producing excitement at the South, 
and lead them to believe that they will be required 
to submit to extraordinary homage to the Presi- 
dent elect. These appeals are to be sent into 
Virginia with the view of influencing their con- 
vention to drag Virginia out of the Union, and to 
break up the Confederacy, 

This biil proposes no new regulations for the 
Army. It very properly adopts those which the 
experience of half acentury has sanctioned. This 
measure is denounced at the very outset as a war 
measure. He denounced it as onstitutional. 
He denounced it in the name of anity, Sir, 
what does he expect we will do? Again and aguin 
he appeals to us to let the seceding States go. 
Let them go! Why not let them go? They came 
into the Union seeking to promote their happi- 
ness, and now they are persuaded that they can- 
not get it. Why not let them go? Again and 
again, he reiterates, why not let them go? Why 
does he not ask us in direct terms to violate the 
oaths we have taken when we came in here? Why 
blink the question? Every officer of the Govern- 
ment, every executive officer, every judicial of- 
ficer, every legislator, takes an oath to support 
the Constitution—that is, to conserve the Gov- 
ernment. We have no power to break it down. 
Why appeal to us to let them go? We have no 
power to let anybody go. Our sole duty isto 
support the Constitution, conserve the Govern- 
ment. 

There is, Mr. Speaker, a power which can let 
them go peaceably; but that is the very power 
that framed the Constitution. But mere agents 
of the Government, charged with constitutional 
duties and sworn to support it, can exercise no 
such power, If, looking the ground all over, the 
American people shall come to the conclusion that 
this Government can no longer promote the hap- 
piness of the people; if they shal} assemble in na- 
tional convention, called in accordance with the 
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remain; if they, exercising this high, this supreme 
power of the people, shall proceed to take down 
the noble structure our fathers erected, fold up the 
flag and lay it aside forever; if they shall do this, 
then, when they have done it, we are released 
from our obligations as legislators. We may then 
consider the ee aeons by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, {Mr. Bocock.] 

Mr. SIMMS. ill the gentleman permit me 
to ask him a question for information? 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. My time is. 
limited. The morning hour, to which I am con- 
fined, will soon expire. I decline to yield, there- 
fore, unless I misrepresent some statement, 

Mr. SIMMS. y question will come right in 
the line of the gentleman’s argument. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I will take care 
of my own argument; and I decline, so far as any 
help of my argument is concerned. 

Mr.SIMMS. The point I wish to make is this. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I decline to 
yield, unless somebody is injared by my argu- 
ment. [Cries of ‘*Go on!’’] That is what I 
intend to do, 

Mr. Speaker, when this Government shall be 
taken to pieces in that way, when it shall be le- 
gally dissolved, then we shall be released from our 
oaths. Then we may look at the case in a differ- 
ent aspect. But so long as I.stand here under the 
the oath we took to support the Constitution, I 
will make no appeals to any man to violate the 
oath he takes; and I wish none made to me from 
sas Ag - bah 

r. Speaker, this great question involves the 
interest not only of our thirty-one million of peo- 
ple, but of unborn millions. It involves the hopes 
of the friends of free government throughout the 
entire civilized world. Whether the American 
people, while proceeding in their regular way, 
will consent to let our brethren go, by taking down 
this noble structure, remains to be seen. Grave 
questions will present themselves before that can 
be determined. No factin the history ofany Gov- 
ernment is so remarkable as this one in our own 
history. For seventy successive years the ratio 
of our increase has remained nearly stationary. 
This ratio is as strong to-day upon the basis of 
thirty million as it was when we commenced upon 
4 basis of four or five million. This ratio doubles 
our population once in twenty-five years. For 
nearly seventy years it has continued a fixed ratio. 
If we could conceive that it should maintain itself 
for twice seventy years more, then the year 2000 
would find within our pom limits one billion 
people. As to what shall be the state of that peo- 
ple; as to what shall come upon them; as to what 
shall be their form of government; as to what shall 
conserve their interests; nay, as to what shall 
happen to the intervening generations, all these 
questions must be taken into the account; and 
possibly the American people muy come to the 
conclusion thi civil war—which my very soul 
abhors—that civil war, with all its horrors, even 
involving the destruction of one, two, three, four, 
five, or even ten million people, may not be the 
greatest of all possible evils. 

But this is a question which it does not concern 
me to discuss here. I do not say, sir, that I am 
not nearly prepared to give my assent to such a 

aceable dissolution of the Government, if pub- 

ic sentiment should seem to require it. But this 
involves very grave questions—questions which 
we cannot discuss here, much less determine. 

What is it about this bill? I do not believe my- 
self that this bill confers upon the President any 
additional power whatever. If it have any value, 
to my mind, it is merely because it is explana- 
tory of mooted points. 

he gentleman from Virginia denounces it asa 
war measure. A war measure, forsooth! A war 
against whom? Against any State? Why, sir, 
there have have been piled up within the last sixty 
days, at least twenty-five distinct declarations of 
war made by States against this Government, if 
you adopt the theory that a war between the 

tates and the General Government be ible. 
Within less than sixty days, sixteen of the public 
forts have been seed by violence, and fourteen 
of them are still held against the power of the 
Government,. If any one of these seizures had 
been made by any foreign Power, or by all the 
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provisions of the Constitution, and shall consider || Powers of the world combined, we would have 
the whole subject, and come deliberately to the || been in arms against them, looking upon those 
conclusion that this Government ought not to || seizures as a declaration of war. 3 
| have been seized, and fourteen of them arestill 
| retained against us; fourteen forts, sir, mounting 
| eleven hundred and twenty-four 
| this Government nearly six million dollars. The 
soil upon which they stand has been purchased, 
the title to the land upon which they are erected 
is in the United States,and no other Power on 
earth has aright to interfere with them. Yet the 
General Government is appealed to about disturb- 
ing the peace of the country, and producing war. 
Oh, no; if the Government which we are sworn to 
support will consent quietly to be kicked about 
for a few days, and then go out of existence 
peaceably, we will have no war. 





















to indignity and then to violence, we must needs 
have war Sir, 1 do not know what gentlemen 
are thinking of. I do not question the purity of 
any man’s motives. I speak for myself. I think 
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Government possesses. That power 
surrendered to the General Cieomuan ore 
ever theory you adopt in regard to the Congii. 
tution—the one that the power was surrendered 
directly by the States, or the one that it was 
surrendered by the people. I do not care which 
theory you take, the result is the same. That 
power is delegated, and it is in the hands of the 
General Government. How is it possible that a 
State can resist that power legally? They cannot 
doit. Itis a solecism; it is an absurdity; jt isa 
mere humbug, got up to deceive and cheat the 
people, and to drag them into revolution itself. 

e very readily see th-t, at the time the Cop. 
stitution was adopted, it would have been com. 
petent for the a, to have concentrated all power 
in the hands of the General Government, by giv. 
ing all power to one General Government; and jt 
would then have been an empire, instead of a mere 
limited Government for general purposes. If they 
had then conferred all possible, rightful power 
upon a General Government, necessarily, ever 
State would have gone out of existence at that 
time. There would have been no State any more, 
because all powers of State would have been sur. 
rendered. 

But certain powers were surrendered. The 
power of controlling and regulating commerce, 
collecting the revenue, making treaties; all these 
powers were conferred upon the General Govern- 
ment,and many powers were expressly denied to 
the States in that instrument. Now, I hold that, 
practically, every State went out of existence pro 
tanto—that is, so far as they were expressly br. 
bidden from oe anything in the Constitution— 
and no State, at least in theory, can exist for that 
one purpose. If individuals assemble and attack 
our forts, seize our public property, and then turn 
round and say **Oh, my State is there,’’[ tell 
them their States cannot protect them rightfully. 
and your act, with or without the sanction of 
your State, if it becomes general, is revolution, 
and revolution is rebellion, and rebellion involveg 
treason. 

Now, sir, the Constitution in express terms re- 
quires the President to take an oath that he will 
see that the laws of the United States are faith- 
fully executed. He cannot do any more; he can- 
not do any less. And, at least, he can do no less 
than to try to use the legal and constitutional 
means to redeem his oath according to the true 
meaning and intent thereof. He cannot, as I said 
before, do more or less. That is his duty. 

Now, the Constitution provides that Congress 
shall call forth the militia to suppress insurrec- 
tion and repel invasion, and to execute the laws 
ofthe Union. This is our duty. And that isall 
that is proposed to be done, unless it may be ne- 
cessary to execute that power of the Government 
which is higher than all law, above all law, before 
all law—the power to preserve its own existence 
until it shall be dissolved by the power which 
made it. And protecting the public property is 
exercising this very right. e need no legisla- 
tion about that. It becomes at once the question 
of the existence of the Republic, and the Repub- 
lic is bound to exist until it is regularly dissolved; 
not only for its own sake, but to discharge the 
high trust which has been placed in its hands by 
the people of the United States. 

Mr. STANTON. The morning hour has nearly 
expired, and with the consent of the gentleman 
from Michigan, I will move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed until Monday 
next, and made the special order at one o’clock 
that day. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I will yield 
the floor for that purpose, with the understanding 
that I shall be entitled to the floor when the sub- 
ject is again resumed. 

Mr. STANTON. Of course. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. GROW. [I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to set aside Saturday for the consid- 
eration of ordinary territorial business. 

Mr. SPINNER. [object to that, because that 
will be the last day for the consideration of pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that my col- 
league, the chairman of the select committee of 
thirty-three, desires to take the vote on his prop- 
ositions on that day 
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But, unless the Government shall submit first 


I understand the purport of that oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States, and e* 
not think it becomes us, when the very existence 
of the Government is called in sevetons to begin 
to trump up excuses and multiply difficulties, and 
bring lions in the way. I regard all this plea 
about coercion, all these side issues, as only tend- 
ing to divert the public mind from the real issue 
at stake. And, with the view I have of my con- 
stitutional duties, it would be moral treason for 
me todo so. Sir, of all the humbugs which have 
been started since there was a Government upon 
the face of the earth, this cry of coercion is the 
most baseless andabsurd. There is not one par- 
ticle of foundation for it. Itis impossible, in the 
very nature of things. The States are nrvae 
within the sphere of their legitimate action. All 
the powers that the States have at all are sover- 
eign. Such power as the General Government 
has is equally sovereign, though limited and del- 
egated. These sovereign powers which are con- 
ferred upon the General Government, and which 
they are required to exercise, are as sovereign 
as any powers of any Government on the face 
of the earth. Indeed, they all of them relate 
to the highest subjects known to sovereignty. 
Each government was designed to move within 
its own sphere; the General Government within 
the delegated powers named in the Constitution; 
and the States to take care of the residuary inter- 
ests reserved tothem. If we should send over 
an army to prevent the British Government from 
executing their laws within their own bounds, 
and it should attempt to execute them by force, 
you might as well talk about their coercing the 
Government of the United States as to talk about 
coercing South Carolina, when we merely attempt 
to collect the revenue. ‘Talk, if you will, about 
one planet among the heavenly bodies coercing 
the others. Each was designed to move within 
its own orbit; but if one should leap from its own 
orbit and go into that of another, there might be 
collision. But I deny that any State can legally 
array itself against the execution of the laws of 
the United States within their bounds. 

In addition to these forts I have named, they 
have seized revenue cutters, arsenals, arms, and 
even the Mint and treasure of the United States; 
all of which they hold with impunity. Now, I 
hold that any Government, if it rightfully exists, 
has rightfully the power to maintain that exist- 
one a Government has not the power of self- 
defense, it is no Government at all, The duty of 
self-preservation to a Government must, in the 
nature of things, be the first of all duties, and the 
highest of all powers. And if our Government 
has the right of self-defense, it has the right to 
build forts npon the soil which it has purchased, 
and to defend them to the bitter end against the 
world in arms. 

But yet, after all these several acts of hostilit 
against the Government have been perpetrated, 
because they assume a deceitful form—appearing 
under the sanction of State ee are 
met on the very-threshold with the objection to 
using that power, because it will be coercing a 
State. Who does not see that the thing is ab- 
surd? There can be, legally, no State there; and 
so long as the Government keeps within the pre- 
scri wers, within the powers delegated to it 
in the Constitution, no State can be there. Why, 
the States have not the power which the General 
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Mr. WINSLOW. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that he name Tuesday next. | 
Saturday is private bill day. ; J 

Mr. GROW. It was understood last Friday, | 
when we considered private bills, that the Private | 
Calendar would not be reached again this session. | 
The gentleman from North Carolina suggests that 


I should take Tuesday next, and I will agree to | 


ae BURNETT. I have no objection to that; 
but I want to vote on the compromise proposi- 
tions before we take up territorial business, 

Mr. GROW. I ask then that Tuesday next 
be set apart for the consideration of territorial 
business, and that it be made the special order 
for that day. : 


There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


EMPLOYES OF THB HOUSE. 


Mr. SPINNER. I desire to make a report 
from the Committee of Accounts, and to report 
a bill defining the duties and fixing the compen- 
sation of the Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Postmaster, 
Doorkeeper, and Librarian, and settling the num- | 
ber and pay of other employés of the House of | 
Representatives, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER, Is there any objection? 

Mr. SPINNER. There cannot be. I ask for 
the reading of the resolution under which the bill 
is reported. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

“ Fepruary 16, 1860. 

‘Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of additional legislation 
securing greater accountability and economy in the dis- 
bursement of the eontingent fund of the House, and that 
they have leave to report at any time, by bill or otherwise.”’ 

Mr. HASKIN. I object. 

Mr. SPINNER. You cannot object. 

Mr. HASKIN. Yes, I can. hat bill can 
only come in under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. SPINNER. I desire to have the rule read 
in relation to reporting at any time. No man can 
object. We have a right, under the rules of the 
House, to report the bill and have it acted on. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I think I can compro- 
mise this matter with the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. SPINNER. There is no compromise 
about it. I have a right to report the bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Has the morning hour 
expired? 

The SPEAKER. Not quite. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I hope the objection will be 
withdrawn. This bill will effect a large reduction 
in the expenses of the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Thatis a mooted ques- 
tion. Itestablishes a new office and a new official 








corps. 

Mr.SPINNER. The resolution of the House 
authorizes us to report it back, 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
tion of the bill. 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see any 
reason why the gentleman from New York might 
not make the report. The mornin 


I object to the recep- 
Let the Chair pass upon that 


hour is out | 
now, but it had not expired when the gentleman | 
made his application. He was in time; and the 
Chair does not see why he could not make the 
eee 

r. McCLERNAND. On the ground that the 
committee were authorizec to report at any time? | 

The SPEAKER. Yes, wir. 

Mr. HASKIN, It canot supersede the reg- 
ular order of business before the Yoon. 

The SPEAKER, It will not supersede the reg- 
ular order of business; but the gentleman had a 
right to make the report at the time he made it. 

r, SPINNER. If there is any question about 
that, I will have the rule read which gives us the 
right, not only to report the bill, but to have ac- 
tion upon it. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I call for the regular 
order of business. The gentleman has made his 
report. 

The SPEAKER. The hour has arrived at 
which, the special order must be called. 

Mr. SPINNER. I desire to have an order 
made that the bill and report be printed. 
. Mr. HASKIN. I object, and call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the bill being received and printed ? 


Mr. HASKIN, Ido; and I call for the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. KUNKEL. The gentleman has no right 
to object. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The bill cannot be 
printed except by order of the House; and objec- 
tion is made to that order. 

A Memper. What is the bill for? 

Mr. SPINNER. You may see from the way 
in which it is opposed that it proposes reform. 

The SPEAKER. The Chaif finds that the 
gentleman from New York is under a misappre- 
hension in relation to the resolution which has 
been read. That resolution has never been agreed 
to by the House. It was referred, as it appears 
from the indorsement on it, to the Committee of 
Accounts, but was not agreed to by the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Then I object to the 
reception of the bill. 

Mr. SPINNER. The resolution was passed 
by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair believes there is 
a misapprehension upon that point. Let the entry 
be head. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

* On the 16th of February, Mr. Maynarp submitted the 
following resolution ; which was referred to the Committee 
of Accounts.” 

Mr. HASKIN. Then the resolution was never 
passed by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the resolution was never agreed to. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] only had 
the reference made to the committee, and, in that 
aspect of the case, the bill cannot be received. 

ir. BURNETT. Was not the resolution re- 
ferred in open House? 

Mr. STANTON. It was referred, but was not 
passed. 

Mr. BURNETT. If it was referred by the 
action of the House, that was sufficient. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the resolution was referred in open House a 
a call for resolutions for reference only. The 
resolution was presented, and was referred, as a 
matter of course. 

Mr. BURNETT. The House did not vote on 
the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; it did not. 

Mr. BURNETT.: Well, the report ought to 
be made anyhow. 

Mr. SPINNER. Has the order to print the 
bill been made ? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; the bill is not re- 
ceived 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. This bill, like ail 
others of the same kind,.would probably result in 
a deficiency bill, and would increase, instead of 
diminishing the expenses of the House. 

Mr. SPINNER. 1 move to suspend the rules 
to erable me to introduce the bill. 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order to suspend 
the rules to-day. 

Mr. SPINNER. It is within ten days of the 
close of the session. We have adjourned over 
to-morrow, and there are but ten days of the ses- 
sion left. I make that point of order. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Oh, no; itis not within ten 
day's of the close of the session. 

‘he SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
we are not within the ten days. 


VOTES RECORDED. 


Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE, I was absent 
from the House yesterday on business at the De- 
partments when the vote was taken on the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the naval appropriation bill, 
I ask the unanimous consent of the House to have 
my pote recorded in the affirmative. 

here was no objection. 

Mr. FENTON. I ask unanimous consent to 
have my vote recorded in the same way on that 
question.- I was absent in consequence of sick- 
ness in my family. 

There was no objection. 

_ The SPEAKER. The hour has arrived when 
it is the duty of the Chair to announce the special 
aly being the report of the committee of thirty- 
three. 

Mr. STANTON. _I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of takin 
p the special order for tay the Oregon aud 

ashington war debt bill. 
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The SPEAKER. The special order takes pre- 
cedence; and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
Barret] is entitled to the floor, 


PADUCAH MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I appeal to 
the gentleman from Missouri to yield me the floor 
for one moment to make a correction which is due 
both to myself and the gentleman from Connec- 
ticut, (Mr. et 

‘Mr. BARRET. _I have no objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. In the course 
of a discussion had a few weeks ago in this House, 
in regard to renting of the marine hospitals, and 
which attracted a good deal of attention, the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut referred to the case of 
the marine hospital at Paducah, Kentucky, and 
made a statement which was on its face rather a 
hard showing. As I have taken a good deal of 
interest in trying to protect these marine hospi- 
tals for the benefit of sick and disabled seamer, 
for whom they were established, I desire now to 
make a correction of the gentleman’s statement. 
He said on that occasion: 

‘And here let me call the attention of the House to Ex- 
ecutive Document No. 27, and report No. 655, of the first 
session of this Congress—the latter of which I had the 
honor to make at the last session, under instructions from 
the Committee on the Expenditures of the Treasury De- 
partment. We find from thatdocument that, at Paducah— 
which is only an illustration—a hospital has been erected 
at a cost of between fifty and sixty thousand dollars; and 
yet, since the year 1854, there has not been a single sick 
or disabled seaman admitted there; and yet it has been 
provided, during all that time, with a physician and labor- 
ers, to whom we have paid large salaries. Again, the 
same gentleman states the cost per week, at this hospital, 
as being $16 10.” 

Now, the gentleman from Connecticut was un- 
doubtedly misled by the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, which shows precisely the same 
state of facts as he alluded to. But I have received 
a statement from the physician of that hospital— 
a gentleman who I understand stands high in his 
profession—and I appeal to the Representative 
from that district if that be not so? 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say that the gen- 
tleman who is physician to that hospital is not, 
) suppose, surpassed, in ability, 7 any man, in 
that position, in this country. e isa man of 
thorough education, of scientific attainments, and 
of as high character as any in the State of Ken- 
tucky, or elsewhere. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Well, sir, 
this gentleman sends me a transcript from his 
books, which shows an extraordinary misrepre- 
sentation or perhaps rather an extraordinary omis- 
sion in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Instead of there being but a few patients there, 
and instead of theircostirg the Government $16 10 
per week each, there were admitted into that hos- 
pital in the year 1860, three-hundred and sixty- 
four patients, and the average cost of ench patient 
was but $6 30 per week. I submita table which 
Dr. Calloway, the hospital physician, has sent me: 


Number of cases of fever (four died). ........:.000 000. 161 
Number of cases of chilblains (frost bite)........ 60... 6 
Number of cases of dropsy (died).....¢ RE s 0.000. ged ree 1 
Number of cases of consumption (four died).......... 4 
Number of cases of erysipelas.......-...eecee cess eeee 3 
Inflammation and ulceration of foot. ...........6 6.000. 6 
Inflammation and gangrene (amputation of toes)...... l 
Gangrenous ulcer (breast) ........ 00000008 KeseeBh aimee ] 
Contused wounds..........606+. Weegee gece cesvbhe sens 17 
Wee WIR I i oink a vic 60k adtics Ccces cn cnks pens cone 8 
CEE WORT SUAS ca. dee Sid 0 coer ee nceced boas ¢oresehio 3 
COED 000 Cadre nb acehaeees cessed bkteeceqecsdueni sees 45 
VOmereal GIBGRRER. 26555 05.50 dees oss Secs ceesccotspesees 57 
Chrome Whemrsetbstes . ib. otic viedo ccvccecdecses coeves i8 
ACUS ThemaPOtNRs a <2 06600 dbvic évss o's Hebd de vewesvces 2 
POCO aries anens+ bide onde ogtaceonbesd di séccense. J 
Dysentery.........s0 o Cw ends e6age b0 6 ne tee coesreonys 3 
Hemorrhage of the bowels (died) ...........000ceeees 1 
CNRS OE Rane cs tnthian ding 05409 94800+ neesnese hens 06 } 
Eitens. OUNCES CUS GMT sv pcre ccacsseccnneceateses tcie 4 
Luzations 
Tg, nike nt oer er einteccserwee Gio Bass drio whe 04 ov-ee0e 1 
GNI OE 0.5 csc 6d op centale dec enade cbece 0 cs acosee 2 
BEPOU 6s VGds ccs oade Hd 06 ba Bante ee berndys cece) cvaese ! 
ORB cnc vccteccierecnesens ooeeeelikvesceS esters chcbes 1 
Fractures 

Shoulder....... odes i 
fa aided de deinds 0 pA ORG OURS cia-0 amid c He” Hele Ome d me's bse 4 

tt dd Nan enint Mitoteties telRGsA saath a xh + éaance aes 8 
Aeechnas dtnadds dadhe om geine WrbuesSs,din vce aeiss ooee 3 

Total number of patients admitted in 1860.......... 364 


Total number of days relief, 12,268. 
Number of days relief to each patient, 30 87 91. 
Total expenses for 1860, $11,000 


Cost per day for relief, 90 cents. 
Cost per week for relief, $6 30. 
Total number of deaths in 1860, 14. 





; 
aa 
ie te 
‘ 
ys 
; 


ro pe 





1100 


oo 


> ee 





I bring this matter up now, and correct this ap- 
parently very gross error, for the reason that it is 
calculated to lead to very erroneous impressions in 
regard to the abuses alleged to be committed in 
the management of these hospitals. The error is 
not one of the honorable meinen ven Connecti- 
cut, who very properly supposed that the report 
s De Secnteur of the onsery could = pee 
ied on. : 

Mr. LOOMIS. I desire to say a word in reply 
to the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois. 
‘The statement which I made in regard to marine 
hospitals was made from an examination of the 
official records in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. I obtained there a table which I sup- 

osed was printed in connection with my report, 
bn I find it was not so printed. The facts, how- 
ever, to which L alluded, will be found to be borne 
outbythattable, In Executive Document No, 27, 
this was submitted to the Senate in answer to a 
resolution calling for information as to the number 
of seamen or patients admitted into each marine 
hospital from 1854 to 1859, inclusive. In the years 
1853-54, 1854-55, 1855-56, 1856-57, 1857-58, and 
1858-59, there has not been a single seaman re- 
turned as having been admitted into the hospital 
at Paducah, It seems that the statement of the 
physician, read by the gentleman from Illinois, is 
as to the number of patients admitted during the 

ear 1860. I donot know what may be the num- 

er of patients there now, but throughoutall those 
years it appears by the records that no patient 
was admitted, I submit to the House whether 
the official records are not more reliable than a 
statement in a letter, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The physi- | 
cian only refers in his letter to the year 1860. He | 











and that so much as relates to commerce and the 
collection of revenue be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and that its printing be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

It was so ordered. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON WAR DEBT. 


Mr. STOUT. I now renew my motion to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the bill 
for the payment of the Oregon and Washington 
war debt. 

Mr. SHERMAN I ask why not allow the 
Indian bill to be disposed of first, and then it will 
not stand in the way of this bill? 

Mr. STOUT. I prefer that the House. should 
now go into a Committee of the Whole House, 
and take up the Washington and Oregon war debt, 
for the purpose of considering it. After we get 
into committee, if it be deemed advisable to take 
some other course, perhaps we may do so. But 
I want to have this bill put in a position where, 
if we adjourn to-day without. dispusing of it, it 
will come up again as a special order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman may move 
to postpone the special order till some day next 
week. 

Mr. STOUT. I will certainly not consent to 
do that. I much prefer that the House should 
now go into a Committee of the Whole House, 
and then if we fail to dispose of it to-day, it will 
be first in order when we next go into committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If we gointocommittee on 
this bill itis a special order in committee, and I 
do not see how we can get rid of it. 

Mr. STOUT. This bill is on the Private Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then the gentleman can 


gives the number of patients admitted into the || only getit up on Friday; and if he desires, he can 


ospital that year. He does notgo back to previous 
years; but it is unquestionable that if there were 
such a large number of patients admitted in 1860, 
there must have been an equally large number ad- 
mitted during the previous years. There seems to 
be an omission on the part of the Secretary of the 
Treasury in regard to that hospital; but whether 
that was intentional or not, I do not know. 

Mr. LOOMIS. In regard to the table showing 
that the cost of maintaining patients in the hos- 
pital at Paducah was $16 10 per week each, that 
was made up from reports made prior to the year 
1855. There may, therefore, be really no conflict 
between the two statements on that point. Atall 
events, that does not affect the argument in favor 
of changing the system recommended in my re- 
port, so that, at points where it can be done ad- 
vantageously to the Government, the marine hos- 
pitals should be leased by private contract, instead 
of being maintained at the Government expense. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am much 
obliged to the gentleman from Missouri for the 
courtesy extended to me. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the report from the committee of thirty-three on 
the condition of the country, on which Mr. Bar- 
RET was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BARRET addressed the House for one 
hour, [His speech will be published in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 

Mr. STOUT. I move that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House for 
the purpose of considering the special order, bein 
Senate bil No. 11, to provide for the payment o 
the expenses incurred by the Territories of Ore- 

on and Washington, in the suppression of In- 
dink hostilities therein, in the years 1855 and 1856. 


SEIZURE OF REVENUE CUTTERS, BTC. 


Mr. SICKLES. I ask the gentleman from 
Oregon to yield fora moment, that a communica- 
tion may be presented from the Secretary of the 
Treasury and referred. 

Mr. STOUT. I have no objection. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 11th February last, relative to 
customs, revenue cutters, marine moapinies light- 
houses, &c., in the States of South Carolina, 


-Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida. 


Mr. SICKLES. I move that so much of the 
report as relates to mints and public moneys be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
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have it made the special order for thatday. 1 
have no objection to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
made the special order. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is a special order 
in Committee of the Whole House; and if the 
House go into committee now, it must consider it. 

Mr.SHERMAN Then | move to postpone 
the special order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man has not the floor to make that motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have a right to make the 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. Stout] has the floor; 
and therefore the gentleman from Ohio cannot 
submit the motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I havea right to submit the 
motion to postpone. The gertleman from Oregon 
submitted his motion, and now I submit mine. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 
~~ does not attach to the gentleman from Ohio, 
while the gentleman from Oregon has the floor, 
and moves to go into a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. GROW. If the gentleman from Oregon 
submits his motion to go into a Committee of 
the Whole House, he is then off the floor; and 
while the question is pending, the gentleman from 
Ohio can make another motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Ore- 
gon cannot debate a motion of this kind. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
able. The motion of the gentleman from Oregon 
is to go into a Committee of the Whole House on 
the special order, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I submita privileged 
motion. I move that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I believe that motion tales precedence. 

Mr. STANTON. I suppose it will not take 
precedence to-day, when this is a special order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
the motion of the gentleman from Oregon takes 
precedence. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Bocock 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill (S. No. 11) to 
proyite for the payment of the expenses in : 

y the Territories of Oregon and Washington, in 
the suppression of Indian hostilities therein, in 
the years 1855 and 1856. 

r. STANTON The original bill comes here 


It has been 
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from the Senate. The Committee on Milita 
Affairs of this House recommend the adoption of 
the substitute which is reported to the ori inal 
bill. If the committee will give me its attention 
for fifteen or twenty minutes, I will be able to 
give them some general idea of the character of 
these claims, and the ground on which the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs predicate the amend. 
ment which they have reported to the House 
This bill involves a sum of between two and fou; 
million dollars, and perhaps that is worth some 
consideration in the present condition of the 
country. 

Mr. Chairman, these Oregon hostilities and 
Oregon claims, have occupied a good deal of pul. 
lic attention, and are, I suppose, generally under. 
stood. “These claims are for expenses incurred 
in both those Territories for hostilities that too, 
place in 1855 and 1856, commencing about the 
month of October, 1855. There has been muc\ 
controversy between the territorial authorities and 
the authorities of the United States on the Pacific 
coast under General Wool, as to the necessity for 
these expenditures; as to the extent of it; as to 
the origin of the war; andall that. Now, I think 
it may be true, and it probably is true, that this 
war originated in lawless acts on the part of white 
men in those Territories. I think that perhaps 
the origin of these hostilities may have been the 
fault of the settlers. About that, I do not choose 
to inquire, because I apprehend that if you were 
to trace the history of Indian wars from the origin 
of the Government down to this time, you would 
find that nine out of ten of them have originated 
from a similar cause. But from whatever cause 
these hostilities originated, once they were in ex- 
istence, the people of the Territory were entitled 
to protection; and whatever expense was neces- 
sary to give them that protection, [ take it to be 
the business of the Federal Government or of the 
authorities of the Territories to meet. The Gen- 
eral Government has recognized, by a series of 
acts, and a course of practice that is settled, the 
liability of the Government for the necessary ex- 
penses incurred in defending the extended fron- 
tiers of the country against Indian hostilities. 
During the last three or four years, however, the 
Federal Government found it a necessity of its 

osition to revise the expenditures incurred. It 
a been found by experience that for this Gov- 
ernment toadoptin gross the expenditures audited 
and recognized by State or territorial authority 
has led to gross abuse; and that it is necessary 
for the protection of the public Treasury for the 
Federal authorities to revise those expenditures, 
and to bring them within reasonable limits. 

In this case, Mr. Chairman, the expenditures 
were incurred, as I said, in the years 1855-56. In 
August, 1856, a provision was inserted in the an- 
nual appropriation bill, making it the duty of the 
President or Secretary of War to appaint a com- 
mission to examine these claims, to consist of two 
Army officers and a genticman resident in Oregon 
Captain Ingalls, Captain Smith, and Mr. La Fay- 
ette Grover,a member of the last Congress, were 
appointed such commissioners. ‘They reported 
to the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of 
War transmitted their report to the House in 
Deeember, 1857. 

The amount of expenditures found due by that 
report was, to Oregon $4,449,949 33, and to 

ashington $1,484,474, making an aggregate of 
about $5,931,000. A supplemental report gave 
$80,000 more making a sum total of $6,011,534 36. 

The Secretary of War, in December, 1857, with 
his annual report, transmitted this report of the 
commissioners, and recommended the payment of 
thissum. That report of the Secretary of War, 
with the accompanying report of the commission- 
ers, was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, of which the distinguished gentleman from 
Mississippi, General Quitman, was then chair- 
man. No action was had upon this iy, by that 
committee, I think, until January 10, 1859. The 
Or ta this report filleda box about 

ur feet long, three feet wide, and three feet high, 
and as they are kept and arranged in the Third 
Auditor’s office, they eleven volumes of im- 
perl paper of about four hundred and fifty pages 
eac 


The Committee on Military Affairs were to ex- 
amine and investigate these claims, and report (0 
the House. The committee assigned that duty to 
the chairman, who was directed to investigate this 
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hes clgannywhn ce ok in 
bundle of papers, found it impossible ) 
the details, and he addressed a letter to the rae te 
Auditor of the Treasury, requesting him tom : e 
a statement of the amount allowed to soldiers for 
service, and of the amount allowed for supplies, 
and in general terms to classify and give some 
idea of the character of the claims. On the 10th 
of January, 1859, the Third Auditor transmitted 
a letter to the chairman of the committee In reply 
to his request, from which letter we learned that 
the territorial authorities allowed for mounted 
volunteers—the volunteers ee their own 
horses—four dollars per day. They allowed offi- 
cers in that service fees corresponding pretty 
nearly with the fees of major generals and briga- 
dier generals of the Army of the United States, 
with rations alsocorresponding. And they found 
that the supplies were charged at pretty near the 
rate allowed to volunteers. It is five dollars a 
bushel for oats, and $140 per ton for hay. And 
the same person was allowed pay as volunteer, as 
laborer, and asferryman, In this way the same 
person would ne be paid four or five times 
over for different descriptions of service performed 
at the same time. : . 
With claims of this character the committee 
found it utterly impracticable to go in person into 
the details, We could not, as a matter of course, 
go to work and overhaul theseaccountsand papers 
to ascertain what was reasonable in every given 
case. The Third Auditor of the Treasury, upon 
whom the law devolves the duty of auditing the 
Army accounts, had these things in _ his posses - 
sion, and had given the matter much of his per- 
sonal examination; and the committee saw no 
other mode of meeting this case, or this question, 
than to call upon the Third Auditor to perform, 
in substance, the duty of the committee, fixing 
the principle upon which he should audit and al- 
low these claims. With that view, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs reported to the Hoase of 
Representatives a series of resolutions, which 
were passed on the 8th of February, 1859. These 
resolutions instructed the Third Auditor of the 
‘Treasury to examine these claims, and settle them 
upon the following principles: 

©]. He shall recognize no company or individual as en- 
titled to pay except such as were called into service by the 
territorial authorities of Oregon and Washington, or such 
whose services have been recognized and accepted by the 
said authorities. 

*©2,. He shall allow to the volunteers engaged in said ser- 
vice no higher pay and allowances than were given to 
officers and soldiers of equal grade, at that period, in the 
Army of the United States, including the extra pay of two 
dollars per month given to troops serving on the Pacific, 
by the act of 1852. 

‘© 3. No person, either in the military or in the civil ser- 
vice of the United States, or of said Territories, shall be 
paid for his services in more than one employment or ca- 
pacity for the same period of time, and all such double or 
triple allowances for pay, as appears in said accounts, 
shall be rejected. 

“4, That in auditing the claims for supplies, transporta- 
tion, and other services incurred for the maintenance of said 
volunteers, he is directed to have due regard to the num- 
ber of said , to their period of service, and to the 
prices current in the country at the time, and not to report 
said service beyond the time actually engaged therein, nor 
to recognize supplies beyond a reasonable approximation to 
the proportions and descriptions authorized by existing 
laws and regulations for such troops, taking into cons®ler- 
ation the nature and peculiarities of the service. 

“5. That all claims of said volunteers for horses, arms, 
and other property lost or destroyed in said service, shall 
be audited according to the provisions of the act approved 


March 3, 1849,” 

Upon the 7th of February, 1860, the Third Audi- 
tor transmitted this report to the House, which I 
now holdin my hand, containing, inthe aggregate, 
one hundred and thirty-two pages. The Committee 
on Military Affairs has given to that report a pret- 
ty thorough and careful examination; and have 
found no reason to dissent from the results arrived 
at by the Third Auditor. We have heard the ar- 
guments of the Delegates from the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington; and we have examined 
their printed a ents, and. the committee, on 
the part of the House, have come to the determ- 
ination to recognize the conclusions of the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury as near an approximate 
to what the merits of the case require as they are 
able to arrive at. The Auditor re rts, in the 
seeregmtes a sum of $2,714,808 55. The Delegates 
from V omens and Oregon protest against this 
reduction of claims from the amount which 


was audited by the issi 
eaineal Generees commissioners sent out by 
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vile of papers and report the amountactually due. It will be seen by the Senate bill that that body 


has recognized the Auditor’s report, so far as the 
claims for the personal services of the volunteers 
are concerned, and reduced their pay to the Army 
standard; but they depart from the Auditor’s re- 
port, so far as to recognize the contracts for sup- 
plies made by the territorial authorities, and to 
pay the contract prices. The House committee 
cannot see any propriety in that discrimination. 
In fact, if there is any reason for giving prefer- 
ence to either, it seems to the committee that the 
personal services of those who are called into ser- 
vice in an inclement season of the year to go into 
a wilderness country, are better entitled to high 
pay than those who furnish supplies for the ser- 
vice; and certainly this Government is under no 
obligation to recognize the contracts of the terri- 
torial authorities, and particularly when it is re- 
membered that the territorial authoritiesexpressly 
and distinctly refused to have the territorial militia 
mustered into the service of the United States, and 
supplied by the quartermaster of the United States 
Army. The territorial authorities of Oregon made 
contracts with parties tofurnish supplies, and they, 
I suppose, are liable to the parties for the excess 
of price they contracted for above that paid by the 
regular Army. If thisGovernment pays pro rata 
the amount provided for in this bill, the State must 
take care of whatever it has contracted to pay 
beyond. 

Now, sir, I say we cannot recognize the justice 
of the discrimination made by the Senate committee 
in favor of the parties furnishing enpyetns and of 
allowing them the contract prices charged, while 
the men engaged in the service are only entitled 
to Army rates, And, by the way, there is another 
reason for it. The deduction made in the supplies 
to the Army rates for similar supplies furnished 
to the quartermaster’s department in these Terri- 
tories, would not be very different from the amount 
that would be properly charged by the territorial 
authorities, It unquestionably was nothing be- 
yond the difference between the credit of the au- 
thorities of the United States and the credit of the 
territorial authorities there. That is all the dif- 
ference there can be. But the difference between 
the price agreed to be paid for personal service 
and the rate paid to soldiers of the United States 
in the service of the United States, is a much more 
serious matter. I can see no reason why, if the 
people of these Territories receive the prices that 
they were entitled to for supplies furnished to the 
Army ofthe United States, their cash value in that 
market and not here, and their cash value at the 
place were they were purchased, there should be 
any ground of complaint. There certainly is much 
more reason for complaining that you could not 
procure the personal service of the men who. were 
engaged in these expeditions, at the rate paid to 
the officers and soldiers of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States, because the personal services of men 
would command larger rates. 

I think, if there shall be any discrimination at 
all, that the Senate have discriminated the wrong 
way. I pret yonyat once, that it isa logs to the 
people of the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington to enter the service and serve at Army 
pay. But when you remember the condition of the 
country, the magnitude of these services, the ex- 
tent of our frontier, you must fix some standard 
by which compensation shall be made to volun- 
teers called into the service of the country hastily 
and temporarily, or you will have no sort of guard 
against imposition and fraud. It ought to be the 
policy of the Government to pay such prices.as 
would not make it an object of speculation, as 
would not make it the interest of a frontier Ter- 
ritory to engage in hostilities with the Indians, 
with a view of securing large pay for their ser- 
vices. No government in this world ever paid for 
military services the prices that labor would com- 
mand in the market. No government could do 
it. Theexpenditure is tooenormous. The rev- 
enues of no government could meet it. Hence, 
every man must sacrifice something for the public 
good; and when an invasion falls upon a people 
of any locality, and they enroll themselves for 
their own protection, for the protection of them- 
selves and their families, they have no right to 
expect to befully compensated for the loss of time 
and service as though they were working by the 
day. If they are reimbursed to the extent that 
the Government of the United States pays its offi- 
cersand soldiers in the regular service in the same 


locality, that is all this Government can do. [ 
would say, here, sir, that the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs have applied that principle rigidly, 
in all the claims for services by volunteers, since 
I have been a member of that committee, This 
House has passed numerous bills recognizing and 
adopting the same principle; and it seems to be 
necessary, for the purpose of administering equal 
justice to all the Territories, that we should apply 
that principle here. 

By the way, Mr. Chairman, there is an error 
in the report of the committee, It arose from a 
misapprehension of the basis of.the Senate re- 
port. The Senate reported $400,000 for the pay 
of the troops called into service. The Committee 
on Military Affairs of the House supposed that 
that sum would not meet theamount which would 
be required upon the —— adopted by the 
committee, and therefore they increased it to a 
sum over five hundred thousand dollars. By a 
law passed some six or eight years ago, two dol- 
lars per month in addition to the ordinary Army 
pay elsewhere, was allowed to the soldiers en- 
gaged in the service of the United States upon the 
Pacific coast. The committee of the House sup- 
posed that extra pay was still applicable, and that 
these soldiers were still entitled to it in addition 
to their regular pay; but it turns out that since 
the passage of the law allowing two dollars ad- 
ditional per month to the soldiers upon the Pacific 
coast, there has been passed a general law raising 
the pay of all the soldiers, and repealing the law 

iving two dollars per month extra pay to the sol- 
| & 

iers upon the Pacific coast. Therefore, the Sen- 
ate committee is right in the amount that would 
be required to Liquidhite the claims upon the prip- 
ciple adopted by the committee. I therefore move 
to strike out the sum as it stands in the amend- 
ment of the committee, and insert $400,000 in its 
stead, . * 

I think that covers all I desire to say on this 
subject; and I now leave the subject to other gen- 
tlemen, and especially the gentlemen from Oregon 
and Washington. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington Territory. I 
give notice that I will at the proper time move an 
amendment to strike out and insert. Will it be 
in order now, I would inquire of the Chair, if I 
moved it as a substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN, The first question will be 
on the amendment moved by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Sranron] to the amendment of the 
committee. If that should be voted down, then 
the question will be on the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Washington. 

Mr. STOUT. Mr. Chairman, it would not be 
proper for me, at this late day in the session, to 
detain the House or the committee unreasonably 
in the discussion of this matter; and my only 
apology in taking up any time at all, is because 
of the importance of the pending measure to the 
people I have the honor to represent. In what [ 
say, shall be compelled to differ in some respects 
with the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and indeed with the majority 
of that committee, who recommend the adoption 
of the substitute. I desire, sir, the adoption of the 
Senate bill, without further amendment than an 
additional clause providing for the payment of this 
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in are oe at six per cent. per annum in- 
terest. That is the proposition my friend from 
Washington Territory will submit at the proper 
time, for the action of the committee and the 
House. 

I will now endeavor, Mr. Chairman, to meet 
some of the objections attempted to be raised by 
the gentleman from Ohio to the Senate bill. In 
order that the committee may more fully under- 
stand the points of difference between those bills, 
I desire the attention of members while I refer to 
the language of the bills themselves. The Senate 
bill provides for the payment of supplies, as fol- 
lows: 

For the payment of supplies, transportation, persona! 
services, &c., $3,000,000: ‘Provided, That all claims there- 
for, arising from contracts previously made by competent 
authority, shall be paid upon the presentation of proper 
vouchers ; butif not so contracted for, they shal! be settled 
upon terms of equity and justice, at prices not exceeding 
the highest rates prevalent in that country at that time, to 
be ascertained by purchases made for the regular service ; 
but no claim for services rendered to volunteers after they 
were mustered out of the service shall be allowed, nor sball 
compensation be made for the services of any person in 
more than one capacity for the same time. And all claims 
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close of the session, and important measures now 
pending before Congress, I should really hope for 
a careful attention while I discuss these questions. 
“The gentleman from Ohio has suggested that, in 
portation, &c., incurred in the maintenance of said volun- the report of the commission ai inted to exam- 
teers, $2,250,000 to be paid upon the principle, and agree- || ine these claims, the Third Auditor found several 
» ably to the rates for services, supplies, transportation, &c., | errors. Now, I take it upon myself to state that 
eee ee an ich of Pekan teat Pee the Third Auditor was mistaken in his view of 
n his aforesaid report of the brua ; - . . “ 
vided, That said Raditor be, and he hereby is, authorized || the matter when he said he had found errors; but 
and directed, whenever, in his opinion, the evidence in || the mere fact that he had not the testimony be- 
a ee a eerveeney = = aoe fore him upon which to determine these cases, is 
or otherwise, is not su en ° . 
where he ma! have doubts as to the genuineness thervof, oe epeen why he — at oer noms 
to require additional and satisfactory proof touching such re were errors in the report. For instance: the 
claim, or the value of the services rendered, or supplies || gentleman from Ohio has said that some persons 
furnished, betore ——— such claim for settlement and were allowed double and triple pay for services 
‘ duringthe war. Thatisanerror. So far as Ore- 
gon is concerned—and I speak more particularly 


payment as herein directed: nd provided further, That 
or her now, because Washington is represented 


of said volunteers for horses, arms, and oe ey lost 
or destroyed in said service shail be audited and setiled 
according to the act approved the 3d of March, 1849. 

The House bill provides that— | 


For the payment of claims for services, supplies, trans- 


no compensation shall be made for the services of any ee. 
son in more than one capacity for the same time; and all 

yments made in pursuance of this act shall be received 
fn full satistaction and discharge of the claims upon which 
they are made. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That all claims for 
horses or other property lost or destroyed in said service 
shall be settled according to the act approved the 3d of 
March, 1849, providing for payment for horses or other 

operty lost or destroyed in the military service of the 

nited States. 

Now, sir, I want to satisfy the committee of the 
impropriety of adopting, at this time, the action 
of the Third Auditor as final and conclusive in 
= Military” Affaire ‘ee ae ae enaey ee and, at the same time, has been allowed monthly 
doing so, | will call the attention of the committee | a = eer oonaie fay, bathe, 
to the fact that the Third Auditor, in his sper’, the Third Auditor sa ; is his evidence of double 
has stated to the House that he had not sufficient apap sapnd the part ofthe ehabteitnieies? ties 

. ° , 
evidence to determine whether or not he has ar | the individual to whom it is alleged this double 
rived at a correct conclusion; and that his means pay was allowed was in the militia, was in the 
of information were quite limited. If that be so, ! ts ’ ; 
as he states—and that there may be no mistake, active service in the field, and at the same time 
1 refer gentlemen to the report itself—I say it is 


with all these matters thffn myself—I can show 
that it is not the case that triple or double pay 
has been allowed in any case referred to by the 
Third Auditor; and the gentleman’s supposition 
that it is so, grows out of the fact that he had no 
testimony by which to determine whether he was 
right or wrong. 

It is true it appears that some individual has 
been allowed for personal services as volunteer, 








owned a ferry. His hired men conducted the 
unjust upon the part of this House to take the | eee an i oo Nyon eee though 
report of the Third Auditor as conclusive against |, wal eagaked n ai te d the cniadibatealban 
eer claimants, He sayginthig report, which | They aued the claim, Knew perfely wal th 
my constisijenta: 86 || condition of matters, and therefore reported in 
‘* If, therefore, it shall appear that my action has been in \| favor of it. I might go on and allude to all the 
any degree erroneous, in consequence of want of personal || objections of this kin raised by the report. 
knowledge of the subject, or of full and reliable data, my fr. STANTON. I desire to know of the gen- 
apology must be found in the fact that serious difficulties i tleman whether this*same man was not receiving 
sujrounded, many. poins necessary 0 be tavewugated im | q rent of $120 a month from the Government for 
of re information at my command were very lim- ! ey ee No ume. Webicomest 
ited.” . r. . No, sir. You refer, I suppose, 
Here, then, is an admission upon the part of || to the case of the Dalles. _ 
the Third Auditor that the means of obtaining || Mr.STANTON. Yes, sir. 
correct ame in relation to these claims, were | Mr. STOUT. I will leave that matter to the 
Soopoasioa unske dnst-eupent Seal and aeacbanive {i Territory ‘bat tet elloply ony that this ents ia 
ropose to make that report final and conclusive || Te ‘y; 
in lanes to these te: That is, in other || susceptible of the same explanation that 1 have 
words, that no claim shall be allowed fora greater | to oes — ~— in ies eacres- 
amount than is fixed by the Third Auditor, not- | e gentleman from Ohio insists that the Sen- 
withstanding the Third Auditor aecending to his || ate bill discriminates as between personal services 
own admission, fixed those amounts without a | and supplies furnished; and that the bill gives a 
full knowledge of all the facts of the case. || preference in favor of those who furnished sup- 
Now, what we desire is, that under the Senate } plies over those who were engaged in the military 
bill, this matter may be left in such a position || service. In that the gentleman is entirely mis- 
that the claims may be audited at the Treasury || taken. It is true that the bill -_. provides. for 
Department when they are presented; and that if | paying those engaged in myer itary leg 
there is not sufficient evidence before the Treas- || according to rates allowed in the regular Army. 
ury Department, as the papers now stand, to sat- } The Senate bill, in fact, proposes to allow oblaly 
isty the Department that the claims should be | and simply what the gn: Pi iad gree was 
allowed in the present form, they may take further || paying at that time; and the bill says, in so many 
testimony, ans allow such pane. as they are | words, that when these claims shall be kp 
satisfied is due,in addition to thatallowed by the | at the Treasury Department, and au ited, the 
Third Auditor; and that. if they find the Third | Secretar of the Treasury may inquire into this 
sarees = a the a will allow || matter; ae ste st my oe _ is no 
what the ir uditor has allowed. | contract to be settled, as in the regular service. 
But a further injustice in this bill is this: it pro- || Then I say that the gentleman is in error in re- 
vides that, while the report of the Third Auditor || gard to the character of the Senate bill. 
shall be conclusive as against all, for as a larger || : So far as personal services are concerned, I 
toe ‘Third Acdieor-sany, te hie daoesetarny tae || Gorband that L Mess: never iMiagly edvoonted 
ve Third Auditor may, in his discretio der V 
testimony to reduce the amount which ke has | that the pay of the volunteers in the fuaian wars 
already, in his report, declared that these menare | in Oregon shall be put down to the pay of troops 
entitled to, with no ae to increase ~ in the regular ae ~ 7 upon it oan 
amount, though, upon further examination, he ss injustice to the people I represent.. Many 
shall find thes thay a justly entided to al reer of them, at the time oa volunteered and went 
amount, ee the —_ bill will noon the mat- — ere oes a Me Copepetioes 
ter entirely open; and while he can take testimon where they were making from three to five dol- 
the effect of cohdoh shall be to reduce the amount, || lars per day: nee _— they are enn = the 
he can also take testimony which will show that || amount paid the regular service. ar, then, as 
the parties are entitled . more than he has re- that portion either of the House bill or of the Sen- 
ported as due them, and allow them accordingly. || ate bill is concerned, I am not atall satisfied with 
I had desired, when this biil shouid be consid- || it; and I have used all my efforts, before the com- 
ered, to be able to take up the consideration of || mittee and with members of the House, to have 
some of the important charges which have been || the provision changed so that the payment might 











made against my immediate constituents in rela- || be increased reasonably in proportion to the 
uon to this matter; and were it not so near the} wages allowed for other services in that State. 
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here by a gentleman upon this floor more familiar . 


February 21 


= far _ the prices ae fo 
and supplies are concerned, as the 
Ohio did: not allude to any pasticubeclassar “i 
or any particular articles, it will not be n = 
for me to refer to that. It is enough for this ¢ 7 
mittee to know that all these matters will be , 
upon by the Treasury Department, where eon 
tracts have not been made and entered into } the 
Government. Where contracts were made in oe ‘d 
faith with individuals, and they, under theses. 
tracts, furnished supplies, the Government oy it 
to pay the amount provided by the contracts. - d 
the gentleman from Ohio admits that the territ, 
rial government ought to doit. Well, now, whe, 
he admits that, the territorial government oy ht 
to pay contract prices or whatever the Federal 
Government fails to pay, then he virtually adm; 
that the Federal Government ought to pa them, 
because we are entitled to protection from the Fed. 
eral Government; and if we are entitled to a part 
of this, then we are entitled to all. All we are 
legally bound for, the Federal Government js 
legally bound for. We are as much entitled to 
rotection from the ravages and hostile attacks of 
ndians as if it had been the British forces tha, 
attacked us. There is no distinction whateyer— 


r transportation 


and none has ever been made in the case of othe; ' 


States, for whose benefit measures similar to this 
have been passed. 

Mr. Chairman, I know that this claim is one 
to understand which much time and investigatioy 
are required. I do not expect that many mem. 
bers of the committee have bestowed as much 
investigation upon this matteras I have, or as the 
Committee on Military Affairs have; but [ do 
desire that they shall hesitate long before they do 
the people I represent the injustice which is pro- 
ae in this House bill as against the Senate bil), 

he Committee on Military Affairs will do me 
the justice to say that while I have consented to 
take the Senate bill, | have protested against the 
a of it, and have insisted that the report 
of the commission appointed by the Governmenm 
and’sent here to audit these claims ought to be 
taken as final and conclusive against the Federa! 
Government, You sent your commission there, 
composed of two officers of the Army and one 
citizen, and directed them to examine into this 
matter, and find out the amount that was due. 
Those men went there. Two of them—one an 
officer in the military service, and the other a cit- 
izen—were resident in the Territory when the 
war took place, and they knew from personal 
knowledge much about it. They went on, in ac- 
cordance with the act of Congress, and examined 
this matter. They determined the amount that 
was due and reported it to the Secretary of War. 
The Secretary of War examined this report and 
sent it to this House, recommending the payment 
of the amount found to be due; and now you pro- 
pose to go behind that action and reduce the 
amount more than one half. I say that in doing 
so, you are doing gross injustice to the people | 
represent. 

Mr. HASKIN. Will the gentleman from Ore- 

on permit me to put an interrogatory to him? 

Mr. STOUT. ith pleasure. 

Mr. HASKIN. What Secretary of War re- 
commended as he has stated? and what will be 
the total sum paid out of the Treasury if this bill 
passes? 

Mr. STOUT. The total sum to be paid out of 
the Treasury, if the Senate bill passes, will be 
between three and four million dollars. That 
will be the total sum. The amount reported by 
the commission is a little over six million dollars. 
But we now propose, as a last resort, to save 
some of our citizens, creditors of the Gevert- 
ment, from bankruptcy, and because we have 
not been able to get justice, as we believe, from 
this Co , to take the Senate bill, which hus 
reduced the amount nearly one half; but, on the 
back of that, the House committee propose '0 
reduce even that. f 

Mr. HASKIN. What Secretary of War rec- 
ommended it? ; 

Mr. STOUT. Mr. Davis recommended it, s 
well as Mr. Floyd. Mr. Davis first recommended 
it, and spoke of the waras one in which the whites 
were unfortunately, yet necessarily, involved . 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is it just to my peop! 
who, two or three years ago, were told by a con 
mission appointed by this Government that they 
were entitled to a certain amount, to cut down 
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mount more than a hundred per cent.? Is it 

a a the past of this Congress towards them ? 
fost certainly it is not; and | know that no mem- 
ber of this committee, who has taken the pains 
to investigate this matter carefully, re - 
prejudice, will be willing to vote for the owe . ‘ 

This, bill, as I have said, is one which it takes 
much time and trouble to investigate; but I have 
taken every pains to call the attention of members 
to it, that they might investigate It and understand 
it before I asked them to vote for it. I did not 
wantany member of the House to actsimply upon 
my statement; and hence I ‘have taken pains at 
all times to furnish them with what I believe to 
be correct information in relation to it, so that 
they might act understandingly. may 

Mr. Chairman, all I ask for my people, in this 
matter or any other, is justice at the hands of 
Congress; and I must say that, if you refuse to 
pay this claim, or if you adopt the House bill, 
ol refuse to give us the Senate bill, you will be 

uilty of an act of the grossest injustice—though, 
 sdanit, unintentional—that Congress has ever 
been guilty of. 

Many of our people went to Oregon when the 
title of that country was in dispute between Great 
Britain and the United States, and the very fact 
that our people occupied the territory was used 
as an argument in favor of oursight to the coun- 
try by those who had the adjustment of the ques- 
tion, on the part of the United States, in their 
hands, and had very much to do in settling the 
question. Aslongege as 1838, Mr. Cushing stated, 
in a report to this House from the Committee of 
Commerce, that that country now known as the 
State of Oregon and the Territory of Washing- 
ton had even then been the source of many hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to this Government, 
and it has gone on increasing in importance rapidly 
since that time. It is true that the Government 
has not yet received any benefit from Oregon and 
Washington, so far as the public lands are con- 
cerned; but I call the attention of the committee 
to the fact that there are, to-day, in the State of 
Oregon and the Territory of Washington nearly 
one hundred and fifty nidion acres of public lands 
yet unoccupied. 

The title to much of these lands has been ex- 
tinguished, either by that war or by treaties made 
subsequently to it; and one result of this loss of 
life and property incurred in that war has been 
to add to the public lands of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Out of one hundred and fifty million acres 
of public lands, at least $50,000,000 worth will 
be lromaght testo market within a few years. Their 
location, and the condition of Oregon in regard to 
inducements to emigration, are such that these 
lands must be soon brought into market, and 
become, in a few years, a source of considerable 
revenue. When that day comes, and when our 
commercial relations shall become of a more im- 
portant character than they now are, public atten- 
tion will be turned to Oregon, and the General 
Government will be more ready to look after her 
interests. I trust, Mr, Chairman, that even to- 
day the interests of Oregon will not be overlooked 
or disregarded by Congress. For my own part, 
I will not bring myself to believe that this com- 
mittee will show itself indifferent to the interests 
of a people who, though removed at a far dis- 
tance from the capital, are still a part of theirown 
kindred, and about whom they know little, ex- 
cept what they learn from their Representatives 
on this floor. I will not believe the committee 
will show itself so indifferent to the rights and 
interests of this people as to vote down this just 
and proper measure. I now appeal to them in 
behalf of their own friends and kindred, who 
have gone out from among them to the far-distant 
West. to the Pacific coast, and who have settled 
that country, conquered the Indian, and reduced 
the valleys to cultivation; I appeal to them, in 
the name of those persons, to come up to-day and 
do them justice. If you vote against this bill, if 
you refuse what we ask at this time, you will be 
denying justice te your own kindred and friends 
as well as my constituents; because, while they 
are my constituents, it is but a few years since 
they went out from among you And they who 
did thus go out from among you constituted your 
best citizens, your most daring and industrious 
citizens, and those who are most deserving of 
any favors which this Government can bestow 
upon its people. 






This bill is, in my judgment, a more important 
measure than some have seemed to consider it; 
and I trust that thecommittee will, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that other seemingly more important 
measures demand their time and consideration, di- 
vest themselves temporarily of care for those ques- 
tions, give to this matter a fair, candid considera® 
tion, and mete out equal justice to the people whom 
I represent. 

I wish further to say, Mr. Chairman, that since 
this matter has been made a special order, a gen- 
tleman from Oregon, the Hon. J. W. Nesmith, 
United States Senator elect from that State, has ar- 
Fived here, and at the request of the gentleman 
from IHinois [Mr. McC.eryanp] has made to him 
a written statement in regard to some facts con- 
nected with this matter. This Mr. Nesmith was 
commissioner of Indian affairs. He was acolonel 
in command of the regiment whieh went to the 
Walla-Walla country in 1855-56, and was familiar 
with all the circumstances connected with this mat- 
ter. So much confidence had the Government in | 
him on account of his transactions at that time, 
that immediately after the close of the war he was | 


appointed superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
Territories of Oregon and Washington. With the 
consent of the gentleman from Illinois, I desire 
that thatletter from Mr.Nesmith shall be presented 
and read to the committee, for it makes a clear and 
concise statement of many facts which it will be 
interesting for the committee to know. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman from 
Oregon has referred to a communication received | 
| 
| 
| 


oe 


by mySelf from a distinguished citizen of Oregon, 
a member elect of the Senate from that State. It 
contains a very clear and precise statement of the 
case, and one which I think it would be proper 
for the committee to hear. I therefore send it up 
to be read. 

The letter was read, as follows: 


WasuincTon, D. C., February 20, 1861. 

Dear Sir: I desire to submit to your consideration the | 
following brief statement of facts, relative to the Oregon | 
war debt, for the paymentof which there is a bill now pend- 
ing before the House of Representatives. ~As the limits of 
an ordinary letter will not permit the presentation of the 
subject in ertenso, | shall confine myself to the condensa- 
tion merely of a tew simple facts, upon which, as [I con- 
sider, the justice of the claims of the people of Oregon 
mainly depends. 


rious tribes of Indians inhabiting Oregon and Washington 
Territories began to manifest a disposition of hostility to 
the whites, and perpetrated several murders of our citizens 
in southern Oregon. During the same summer, parties who 
were attempting to reach the mines from Puget Sound, in 
Washington Territory, were attacked in the Yakima coun- 
try, 4nd a Mr. Mattice, with others, was murdered, while 
passing through that country, by the Yakima Indians. Re- 

rts of these outrages reaching the ears of Indian sub-agent 

olon, who was stationed at the Dalles of the Coluinbia, 
and east of the Cascade mountains, he went to the Yakima 
country, alone and unarmed, for the purpose of instituting 
an inquiry in relation to the reported outrages ; but he was 
seized by the Indians and murdered in the most brutal man- 
ner. Upon the receipt of the report of Bolon’s murder at 
the Dalles, Major Raines, 4th infantry United States Army, 
then stationed at the Dalles, and in command of the dis- 
trict, dispatched Major Haller, with a small command of 
United States troops, to the Yakima country to ascertain 
the facts in, the case. Major Haller had penetrated only 
about seventy miles into the Indian country avhen, near the 
Atavaham, he was suddenly surrounded by an overwhelm- 
ing force of Indians in war costume; and who, without a 
parley, at once commenced a most destructive fire upon his 
command. Without detailing the incidents of the battle— 
a full report of which can be found, f presume, at the War 
Office—suffice it to say, that the Major suffered the loss of 
one fourth of his command, in killed and wounded; and 
only made good his retreat by a manifestation of courage 
and intrepidity rarely equaled, and never excelled, in the 
face of an enemy so superior in point of numbers. When 
the news of Major Haller’s defeat became generally known 
in our settlements, a degree of consternation prevailed 
which can only be understood or appreciated by a sparse 
frontier population, surrounded on almost all sides by a sav- | 
age enemy, and with nv succor near. Major Raines at once i 
called upon the Governors of Oregon and Washington Ter- | 
ritories for a volunteer force. The citizens of both these | 
Territories promptly responded to the call of an officer of | 
their country, in a manner creditable to their patriotism 
and characteristic of the pioneer of our frontiers. Owing, 
however, to a repugnance on the part of our citizens to being | 
subjected to the rigid rules of the regular service, they de- | 
clined being mustered into service under officers of the reg- 
ular Army, but were willing to peri! their lives in the de- 
fense of their country, under the command of officers of 
their own selection. The state of war then existing, ard 
threatening the destruction of our settlements, ieft ze time 
for our people to ~~ gg ned the power under which our | 
various officers acted. y were satisfied that an emer- 
gency existed which called for their services, and these they | 
promptly rendered in prosecuting an arduous winter cam- ‘| 
paign, and Sorniening the requisite supplies to keep troops 
n the field. 


Shortly after hostilities had commenced east of the Cas- 
cade mountains, the powerful tribes of the south took up | 
arms and devastated a large portion of Rogue river and Cow | 


ae 


| 
| 
Causes of the War.—-During the summer of 1855, the va- 
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creck valleys, in southern Oregon. The united tribes on 
Puget Sound, at about the same time, imitated the sanguin- 
ary acts of their southern brethren in Oregon, and within 
the space of one short month, the whole of Oregon and 
Washington Territories became involved ia a rejentiess 
and sanguinary war. Without wearying you with the de- 
tails of the many savage barbarities perpetrated upon our 
people, I will content myself with steting, that the Gov- 
ernors of Oregon and Washington Territories, both gen- 
tlemen of character, and representing the United States 
Government, invested, by the acts organizing their respect- 
ive Territories, with power as commander-in-chief of the 
militia, did give their official sanction and their individual 
energies to the prosecution of the war. 

On the 18th day of August, 1856, the subject was brought 
before Congress, and that body authorized the appointment 
of a board of commissioners to investigate and report upon 
the liabilities contracted. The board selected consisted of 
Captain Rufus Ingalls, quartermaster’s department, Uni- 
ted States Army, and Captain A. J. Smith, first dragoons, 
both officers of character and experience, having served @ 
long time on the Pacific coast, and being statfOned there 
during the war, were familiar with its merits and the 
character of the claims which grew out of it. The other 
member of the commission was Hon. L, F. Grover, who 
had rendered personal service during the war, and whose 
long residence in Oregon made him familiar siso with all 
that pertained to its prosecution. This commission, se- 
lected by the Government, and acting under their solemn 
oaths, found, after a careful and fal investigation of the 
matter, that there was due to the eo of Oregon and 
Washington the sum of $5,931,424 78. On the 8th day of 
February, 1858, Congress referred the account-to the Third 
Auditor of the United States Treasury, for reéxamination. 
His report bears date February 7, 1860, and it does great in- 
justice to our people. Profoundly ignorant of the causes 
which led to the war, and apparently knowing nothing of 
the difficulties of its prosecution, he seems to have ex- 
hausted his energies in hunting up objections to the allow- 
ance of a justclaim. The dignity of the Auditor's office 
seems to have been lost sight of, in pettifogging a case in fa- 
vor ofthe Government, ond nst the honest citizens who 
prosecuted a defensive war. The fallacies ofthe Auditor's 
report have been fully exposed by Mr. Srevens,of Wash- 
ington, and Grover, of Oregon. 

The bill which has passed the Senate, and is now pend- 
ing before the House, provides for the appropriation of 

3,400,000, and in order to protect the Government against 

rauds, vides for another examination of the accounts 
by the Treasury Department. In conclusion, ft desire to 
condense the whole matter in the following propositions : 

1. The war had its origin, not in any tault of our citi- 
zens, but in the aggressions of the Indians. 

2. The civil and the military officers of the Government 
recognized the war in a variety of public acts. 

3. Congress gave a public recognition of it in the ap- 
pointnent of a commission to audit its claims or accounts. 

4. Allegiance and protection being recognized as recipro- 
cal, and under our Government, where it fails to protect a 
community, that community is entitled to indemnification 
for expenses incurred in obtaining the protection due to 
them from the General Government. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. NESMITH. 


Hon. Joun A. McCLernanp, House of Representatives. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I am ad- 
monished, Mr. Chairman, by the lateness of the 
hour, to make my remarks exceedingly brief. 
I have had occasion at a previous Congress to 
address the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on this question; and | would say 
nothing at the present time, were | not of the 
opinion that a bw remarks in regard to some 
gneetran not touched upon would be pertinent. 

t will be borne in mind by those gentlemen who 
were members of the last Congress, that when 
this matter was referred to the Third Auditor 
fora report, the Delegates from Oregon and Wash- 
ington—Oregon still being a Territory—protested 
against such reference, on the ground that it was 
not possible for any gentleman in an office in this 
city to give to the subject the investigation it re- 
quired. Nevertheless, the House referred the 
matter to the Third Auditor. We find that the 
Third Auditor was himself conscious of his ina- 
bility to examine it properly, and he applied to 
Congress for an appropriation to enable him to 
send trustworthy gentlemen to those Territories 
to investigate the matter on the spot. We have 
had the report of the Third Auditor, and we find 
from that report conclusive and overwhelming 
evidence of the necessity of an examination on the 
very theater where the military operations were 
carried on. Wefind running through this report 
constant proofs that the Auditor himself was in 
doubt about his conclusions, and that he is con- 
pra referring to such evidence as he has, as 
though it were incomplete and insufficient. 

What, sir, was the necessity of this reference 
to an officer in this city, when Congress had the 
report of the commissioners who had made their 
examination on the ground? Did gentlemen doubt 
the integrity of these commissioners? Was it be- 
lieved that these commissioners were in the inter- 
est of the claimants either in Oregon or Washing- 
ton? Sir, no allegation of the kind has ever been 
made. They were men who had the confidence 
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of the Army. They were men of experience and '! to be a substitute for the whole bill of the Senate, 


probity. They state in their report that they trav- 
eled extensively over the country, and that in 
cases of doubt they took testimony; and the 
awarded what, from their own personal know!l- 
edge and from the testimony which they took, | 
they believed that justice required at the hands o 
the Government. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are not here ee 
for the report of that commission being sanctione 
by Congress. We have heretofore fought for that 
report, and contended that it was nothing more 
than justice to our people that Congress should 

ive validity to the conclusions of that report. 
Such was our demand at the last Congress. Such 
was our demand at the last session of the present 
Congress. But, as my friend from Oregon has 
stated, we have concluded to be satisfied with the 
report of the Military Committee in the Senate, 
and with the Senate bill. How can any gentle- 
man make objection to the basis of that bill? We 
do not ask now that our volunteers shall be paid 
more than the pay of the soldiers of the regular 
service, although we think it would be but simple 
justice to pay them according to the awards of 
the commissioners. 

But if there be any point in the argument of the 
honorable chairman of the Military Committee in 
stating that the Senate should have discriminated, 
not in the matter of pay, but in the matter of sup- 

lies, it means this: the Senate having done in- 
Justice in the one case, it ought also to do injus- || m 
tice in the other. Mr Chairman, we are very glad 
to have justice even in one case. We did protest, 
and vehemently protest, against the injustice of 
fixing the pay of volunteers and for supplies at 
the rates allowed in the substitute of the House || large an amountagainst the Government, in which 
committee. 1 shall not go into the report of the || so numerous a class are interested. I took occa- 
Third Auditor except to state that, in his award, || sion, early in the session of the Thirty-Fifth Con- 
he has given us the advantage, not of the highest || gress, to examine, with great care and industry, 
price paid in the regular service, but simpiy of || every one of the now very numerous documents 
the average price; and a critical examination will || in the Departments of this Government which 
show that that average is in some cases nearly the || would throw any light upon the origin, the jus- 
minimum. The Senate bill gives us the advant- || tice, and the nature of this claim; and were I not 
age of the maximum rates paid for in the regular || constrained by an urgent sense of duty, arising 
service. It is notorious that the regular service || from the careful and patient investigation | have 
in Oregon did pay five dollars per bushel for oats, given this subject, 1 should much con to give 
which was referred to by the gentleman from || my silent vote upon it. Bat, sir, I am satisfied 
Ohio as a mark of the extravagance of the volun- |) that it is a claim which ought not to receive the 
teer service, It did pay over one hundred dol- || sanction of this Congress, and that, if acquiesced 
lars a ton for hay. But, Mr. Chairman, it is not || in, it will lead to consequences most disastrous to 
worth while to consume longer the time of this || the Government. I have no doubt, after the most 
committee. My own pre strength will not thorough investigation, as I have said, and from 
permit me to go on; and I close, asking the House || every source of authority upon which I eguld la 
to do justice to these claimants. my hands, that if a measure were now before this 

Mr. STOUT. I will state to the Chair that the || Housetoindemnify the various Indian tribes upon 
gentleman from Ohio has expressed a willingness || which these outrages have been committed, it 
to withdraw his proposed amendment until we || would strongly commend itself to the equity and 
take a vote upon the proposisien offered by the || justice of the Government. 
gentieman from Washington. These wars, in their origin, were wholly un- 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will with great || provoked and wholly needless, and in every sense 
pleasure accede to any arrangement the committee || of the word an outrage. They were prosecuted 
may see fit to make. Under the rules, the first || in defiance of the General Government, and in 
question would arise upon the amendment of the || opposition to its authority. I might go into the 
gentieman from Ohio, as an amendment to the || details of, the correspondence, now on file in the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Mili- |} War Department, and show, from every variety 
tary Affairs. If, however, the chairman of that || and source of information, that whatever may 
committee is willing to withdraw hisamendment, || have been the cause which provoked the first 
and there is no objection on the part of the com- || outbreak, however justifiable or unjustifiable the 
mittee, the Chair will first propound the question || cause may have been, if the Governor of the 
on the substitute of the gentleman from Wash- || Territory of Oregon had assented to the proposi- 
ington. tion that the four companies of militia called for, 

.Mr. STANTON. Tam perfectly willing that || and attempted to be mustered into the service of 
that course Shall be taken, though I confess that || the United States; if he had assented to that 
I do not see any advantage to be derived on his || proposition, the greater portion of this expense, 
part by having the votetaken on his amendment || and the greater portion of this bloodshed, would 
at this particular moment. If I withdraw my || have been avoided. Butif you will look through 
amendment, 1 suppose it will again be in order || these documents; if you will examine: the cor- 
after his has been disposed of. respondence of the Governor of Oregon and the 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be in order Governor of Washington, I venture to say there 

Mr. STANTON. I then withdraw my amend- || is not one word to be found which, in the judg- 
ment for the moment. ment of this House, would be regarded as any 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes that |! excuse for refusing to have those troops mustered 
even with the amendment of the conti wath from || into the service of the United States. The refusal 
Ohio withdrawn, under the rule, he would be bound || of the Governor of Oregon to allow these com- 
to put the question first upon the amendment of || panies of militia to be mustered into the service 
the Committee on Military Affairs. The rule pro- || of the United States, was based upon the ground 
vides that the amendments submitted by a com- || that these people wanted to make war upon their 
mittee shall first be put. own account; that they wanted to prosecute the 


amendment and all. If there be no objection, 
however, he will put the question upon that sub- 
stitute. 

Mr. STANTON. I will suggest to the gentle- 
man from Oregon, that my amendment to the 
amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
had better first be disposed of by way of perfect- 
ing that amendment. It does not affect really the 
amendment involved at all, but it is necessary, 1 
think, to perfect the amendment. I cannot see 
any advantage the gentleman from Oregon will 
gain by the course he suggests. : 

Mr. STOUT. [am willing the question shall 
be taken upon the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, and then let the question come up be- 
tween my amendment and that of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr.STANTON. There will, I presume, be 
no objection to my amendthent at all, 

Mr.SHERMAN. I desire, before any vote is 
taken, to offer a provision for paying whatever 
amount shall be decided on, in bonds. That will 
be necessary, whichever Pema in respect to 
the amount is determined upon. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest 
to the gentlemarrfrom Ohio, that his amendment 
will be more properly offered, after the committee 
has decided which of these particular measures 
under consideraton they will adopt. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I will withhold 
amendment for the present. 
fr. OLIN: Iam extremely reluctant to utter 
a word against this claim, which has now been 
before Congress for the last five or six years. It 
is an ungracious task to oppose a bill involving so 














Mr. STANTON. I understand the proposi- |} ‘war either for the plunder or extermination of 
tion of the tleman from Washington is a sub- || these Indian tribes, in defiance of the General 


stitute for the amendment of the committee. 
Mr. STOUT. Iris. 
The CHAIRMAN The Chair understands it 


Government; and therefore the ies called 
for were not permitted to be mustered into the 
service Now, I say, whatever may have been 
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the origin of this war, the fact that it 

ducted by the authorities of these Tercionee. 
defiance of the General Government, would oe 
strain me to oppose the payment of the expens, 
of it by the General Government. The forces of 
the General Government had been sent, and .. 
maintained there at brent expense on the Pacife 
coast, whose sole object was to preserve ence 
upon the frontier between our citizens and i 
various [Indian tribes. The officers in command 
of these forces were responsible to the Govern. 
ment for the proper discharge of this duty, and 
were eminently better qualified to perform it. 

Mr. BURCH. In reply to that argument, | 
send to the Clerk’s desk to be read, a letter from 
General Harney, who was then in command of 
the army in Oregon. 

Mr. OLIN: The gentleman ought to know 
General Harney was not in command in Oregon 
at this'time. I will hear the letter read, howeye; 
if not too long. . 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Wasuineton, D. C., January 21, 186), 

GENTLEMEN: Your communication of the 19th instan, 
has been received. It informs me of your desire to Obtain 
my opinion “as to the fairness of the prices charged for t}. 
supplies, transportation, &c., furnished by our tellow-c¢;,;. 
zens on account of the Indian war in Oregon and Wag). 
ington, in 1855 and 1856.” 

n answer to ydur request, I should be glad to submit a 
much more detailed statement than this communication 
can offer in support of my opinions; but being now sepa. 
rated from the command in Oregon, [ could only obtain this 
information by a slow and uncertain process. You wij} 
therefore, I trust, excuse any omissions in this respect. 

The first question to be presented in relation to the war 
in Oregon of 1855-56 must be: Was the action of the ejti- 
zens of Oregon and Washington necessary, in furnishing 
men, supplies, transportations, &c., for the prosecution of 
that war! : 

To this f reply, that the circumstances of their position 
forced upon the people of Oregon and Washington, jy 

855-56, the action they adopted to prevent the Indians 
from destroying their property, murdering their families, 
and driving themselves from the country. In the autumn 
of 1855 there was a simultaneous breaking out of fierce 
hostilities in the whole country, from California to Puget 
Sound. The number of regular troops at that time in that 
command was so few that several of the miiitary stations 
were temporarily held by the volunteers, while the regu- 
lars were in the field; and the citizens of Washington Ter- 
ritory, in particular, were compclied to assemble with their 
families at strong points and put themselves in block-houses. 
These buildings are to be seen there to this day. As ad- 
ditional evidence of the unprotected condition of that coun- 
try in that war, and also that the citizens were not able to 
cope with it successfully, I refer to the campaign of 1838, 
against the Indians of Oregon and Washington, carried on 
by two or three thousand men, (regulars,) under the com- 
mand of General Clarke. 

The campaigns of 1855-56-58 show that so far from the 
war having been brought about by the aggressive acts of tlie 
whites, there was a grand coalition of all the Indians to 
drive the whites from the country; indeed, information 
subsequently obtained established the fact that this coali- 
tion was formed for this purpose. 

Such was the state of affairs after this campaign, that on 
my arrival with that command, I considered it unsafe to re- 
duce the force then there, and made a recommendation to 
that effect to the Government. ‘The peace enjoyed in Ore- 
gon and Washington for the last two years was due tothe 
proper distribution and imaintenance of such a force within 
their limits. 

Second. The necessity of the war of 1855-56, on the part 
of the people of Oregon and Washington, being admitted, 
the question arises as to the equitable adjustment of their 
claims for services, supplies, &c., during the time they were 
so wredien Congress recognized these claims, and deemed 
it expedient and proper to direct the Secretary of War to 

nt a commission to investigate and report upon them. 
he duty was faithfully discharged by the commission, aid 
it is gratifying fo me to declare, that their decisions were 
as fair, just, and equitable as could be made. The interests 
of the Government, as well as the rights of the citizens, 
were never lost sight of in any case that came under my 
observation. The members of that commission | know 
well, and I do not believesa more able one, for the duty as- 
signed, could have been appointed. I shall therefore take 
the liberty of speaking of these gentlemen individually. 

Captain A. J. Smith, of the first dragoons, went to Call- 
fornia in 1847, with General Kearny’s command. and as 
served in eve of that coast from San Diego, Califor- 
nia, to Walla-Walia, in Washington Territory. His int- 
mate re the relative values of all the Army sup 
plies in nt parts of our country besides the Pacitic 
coast, rendered him a valuable member of the commission. 

Captain Rufus Ingalls, assistant quartermaster United 
States Army, has served in Oregon and Washington nearly 
ako I consider Captain Ingalls one of the most 
able ing officers in the Army, whose energy and i 

ce d him in advancing the interests of the 
Government at ali times and upon all occasions. His opi0- 
ions alone — have great weight in such a matter as the 
war 2 
r. 8. P. Grover, of Oregon, late a Representative in Con- 
was a third member of the commission. Mr. Grovet 
been a citizen of m some ten years, and was ber 
. My al acquaint- 
anee with Mr. Grover has always been agreeable, aid 
found, from the reputation he had established in his State, 
that his appointment on the commission was acceptable (0 
his political opponents. rae 
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